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HUME AND SMOLLETTS

lstovg .of Zfinglanh,
From the In'1sion of'ulius Cmsar m the Death <ii

George II. wi-h a un1im,°1ion down t0.§|1’

gzronation of George IV. by J. R. MILLER,

q.
1mhel1ished with a complete Series of Pm,trm‘{1 qf

..h! King1, ouzena, .2c. in 1mb1emu-h‘-n1De1n‘es,

fr 0rig:'nal Du.inn: by -Smirke, Tm/"H"

Brmnlq/, and 0ther great Ar1ists

 



2 JONES 5: COs NEVV EDITIONS

an This Literary Curiosity wi1l comprise the

who1e of Hume and Smo11ett without the sma1lest

ubridgment, in as Nos. 50.6i;. or, gs Farm at li.

each: formin with the Cantinuaucu 2 E1egant

Bvo. 'ols. (ongina11y pub1ished lr1 l5 volumes at

£5. 41.] and presenting in this compact form, and

at a trifling expeuse, the must comp1ete hsdyof

E lish History extant and the greatest mass of

nagging e'er condeuseti within ma 1imits. No

ex ense has been spared, either in the Typography

mhe11ishments, to render it worthy of the large

Ihare of pub1ic favour already recei'ed.

HISTORIES OF GREECE AND ROME, by

the most. Ce1ebrated Authors, will fol1ow.

An En nt, Cheap, and Uniform Library Edition,

in eek1y Nos. at Gd. or Parts, i:. each) (5011

t"1'fl''i|.g"' much rmding at i, usual1y publuhed as

four time: flit yri:2,) beautifu11y r1ntcd in double

calumns, Bvu. on the snest 'e1 um aper, ho1

preseed, with superior Engmvings ; 0 the

ifiritisl) Qtlzwsics, or Zfiasapists;

Burn rlsin the SPECTATOR —. TATLER-—

G AB. IAN-RAMBLER,-IDLER—MIR

R0l1—LOUNGER»ADVENTURER.WORLD

—GOLDSMIrH‘S ESSAYS -CITIZEN F

THE WORLD .CONNOISSEUR.OBSERVE

-Sl~lENS'I10NE'S ESSAYS— KNOXIS ES

_SAYS-BACON'S ESSAYS, Etc.

The whole forming an in'aluable Col1ection of ‘

Re1iginus Moral, Critica1, Satirica1, and Emer
minmg Essay», by the man celebrated E1naausn

Authors; inclurlin ADDISON, STEELE nu
J0!.mson P0 , uonnsmrrn, s»\’!n~"r,
WATTS, bacon, 61i:

-,~ The srscwaTOn TATLER, and
GUARDIAN are complete 1n 60 Nos. at 64. form.‘

in; 2 elegant vo1s. containing the who1e ofwhat in

3-1:} [Ei1een in i4 vols. and the namnm-m
H . onn“’um: hufiunfr 'tismglgm In l7 No: and f
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e price of
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V'1ume; uninng convenience for''qi.’enc1‘, I1.."
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‘heBR.1'l‘1SH DRAXUAmmt a c.] ionn
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4 JONEQ i!; C0’s NEW EDITIONS

1179e ifirama,

OR NEW BRITISH THEATRE.

in a choice Collection of the must esteemed
BET GEDIES, COMEDIES, OPERAS, and

FARJCES, in the English Len age; embracing

the Dramatic Woris of the est authors; the

whole correctly given as perfumed it the

Theatre: in,-,l, and reguh11mi flow‘ the Pnnnpt

Bnok1 by emission of the anagen; with

clu'1‘wA REMARKS urn each piece.

In -54 Nm. at 6l. or 27 pitta l each, beguflfully

rinted in doub1e columus sv . o1 the fiueetveb

um pager, hotp-essed, and embe1lished with su

peflur ngranngs ; the

Qtomglete fllflklorits

OF DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON.

Gomg? the RAlVI'BLER-.IDLER—RAs5EL

A -LI ES OF THE POETS—LETTERS

POEMS—MlSCELLANlES kc. with an Essa

1élihifiufsflfld Genius,byAR'.i1HUR.MUB-PH ,

sq.

'.' This Correct Univeriity Edition will form

2 beautifu1 Libra Vo1umes, in Octa'e, ca 27:.

and comprise, w1 nut the smallest mu ‘1aden or

ahridgment, the whole of the Km. edition in l2

volt. pub1ished at Four Guineas1 ..

A curious Miniature, Uuivetiity Editinu, the mail

est ever printed, combining the advantages oi‘

pottahi1i with clear and beautifu1 pr1udng,

and embe ished with fine Purtrui1a of the Au

thon, and Vignette tit1es; of the Select

Jfiiamonh ifititiafl) Elilnets :

Gomyrising (without the smaliat ab:-1dgmem,) the

Camplete Poetical Work: of the most admired

Enwsh Au1jiton ' -nix. MlLrON-.YOUNG

CO PER — GOLDSMITH - GRAY -. COL

LINS -SHENSTONE-WATT'S LYRICS
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hr BRITtSH CLASSICS

nmn-x _ AKENSIDE _ somanvtu;

- mwo _ GAY- ozw _ mam:
WI;{llTE_ mouse 1% _

Th .
which m;:§iyT§xp§§'§sp}t1l1i?lsig-e.:f?,afl:;' i" " 5F

c , and

maybe carried in the ‘moat k i fm rl

vlwnes1 and beauty ofEael5'i1ype, goacy L7 Mn",wn'§

gar mam: p1eas'

Te, ind are published in N0.. 1t. each : lath AuLh0‘r, however, being deuched

My be h sepan , at yxicea as per the fo11owing

ikintorinal guiehmcamatic

n'l'¢s~anZI Jissapists.

HUME and sum LETl‘S msTO-w of
ENGLAND: Com|1lehI; in -2 vols. am. with Copi

& be,’ aug1igful 1',Zngmvinaa from SMlRi‘i_..',
0. Ema ard1 I.

com-mv.4'i_.loN nfdmn. :0 the present time,
by M1LLER, sne Engravings, boards, about 9s.

SHAKSPEAREYS DRAMATIC worms:
c°mPi,1lc6in one beautifu1 Vo1. with Plahes, extra

i.6l.
M T§)SiH DRAMA : Comprisin

g all the bestem, 2 wh1. uniform with the above,

5 vi2.. cgmlrrisqd in
' fed i e ne 3BTAv',"5*:

'1 i i . .

lA'rL1l'i f6'§ré§bAl;:,u:1n1,, ‘:i one ">i 1m1

5.-rm Will1 the §'|§m. fine Ennuvint-rs. arm b’3°§'

RAMBLER IDLER: unifurml pri1mdIn
‘m=ii=...m,mi’u"§-.=, sne yams. em: oarda, ga’

Mllmom Unifarm with the above, an

P1ats, many st1iuhed 4

, :. Gd.

“L: ..., 1é‘§i°§..." ".‘..,,n‘:.'.,,’.?.":11..A‘.2,,."‘..',°..,-~

 



6 JONES 5: CO‘s NEW EDITIONS

J0HNSO.\"s rm.) Complete \V_oxks, b MUR
PHY (com rising the same. verbatim as enrigi

nal eéman m i2 vo1s. published at :4‘ 4i.; in 2

beautiful vols. boards, wnh fine Engraviugs, £l 8:.

5 LIVES of the POETS, one vo1. sewed,
i. 6d.

fiiluhetn Qfiritixdj ilfioeta.

DARW!N'S POETICAL worms, Complete:
(same as the origina1 cam“ in 2 vols. pub1ished 3:
£3.5.)Cumprisir:F the Botanic Garden, Lo'es of

the Plums, and emp1e of Nature, with Philom
phica1N01‘es,anden§ra'in s,neat1 sewed, 71.

KIRKE wurr -s R ‘MAI s= Comprising
the who1e or his Poems and Lmm, (same as the
urigégngediflon, in 2 'o1s. published at 2l:.1 neat1y
sew 1.
cowrmvs POEMS, Complete, and uniform,

neat1 sewed, 5:. ea.

B nus-Q WORKS, ’.ma LIFE, by DR. CUR.
1us, (same as the nrigina1 edition, in 4 vols. pub
1ished at 1i. i0:.) forming one eicg.am vo1ume,
boards, 9:. with mai1.
7 PINDAK’S( 2‘‘:-my wonus; with Portrait,
(

BYRON‘S (LORD) SELECT WORKS, uni

form, 4:.

’ ' The whole of the abo'e Authors, and in

clucfing some yet in progress, wi1l form either 2 or

5 beautifu1 B'o. Library 'olumes whi1e each work

is comlylete and detached in irs».=i§'.
PO E’S POETICAL \VORI(S, with his Traus

1ation of HOMERJS ILIAD and ODYSSEY: the

who1e com 1ate in one vo1ume, Bvnt (comprising

'erbatim t 5 same as the origina1 edition in i1)

vols. 8vn. with his Life and Copious Notes, b

DR. JOH SON, WAR.TON, &c. and embel1ishe

with s .sne Portrait End Vignette Tit1e, eXf!fl

boards, 9..

Eiamonh iiinets.

KIKKE WHITE’S REMAINS, Complete;
cnmprisinefi1h-l.. Poems and Le*-en, (same as me

flflglngl ‘flan ai .4i. l|.) beautifu1 Frontispieca

an V1snem tit1e,extrah , 5i.6l.

‘M
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8 BRtTISH CLASSICS.

J O N E S ’ S

Eiamouli Qflamits,

(Uniform in Si1e with the Diamond Poeta, and or;

Nonpareil Type.)

The Smallest and most Beautiful ever primed,

with Engra'ings fi'om origina1 Drawmgs by

Haa'ar, (2c.

PAUL and VIRGINIA, and the INDIAN COT

TAGE, b Sanrr P1nmur with Portrait and

Vi ette mm a design li 1‘lAnvxY-2:. Boards.

ELI ABETH, or, The E ILI-IS ofSIBERtA, by

Manama Com.n-, i:. 6d.

VICAR of WAKEFIELD, by Gomasnrrn, 2:.

RASSELAS, by D'. Jonxson, l:. 64'.

tN THE PRESS:—

The CASTLE of ornntvTO, by H0RAcE W4i.

L O

ev§i-.l?lvER's TRAVELS by Smrr.

THEODOSIUS and c0Ns1mNTlA.

ALMORAN and HAMET.

SOLYMAN and AL6l:iEl§1A.

C. C.

FORMING A SERIES OF

Qtlassic Eales. &c.

Uniformly printed in so clear and beautifu1 a

gpe, that they may be read with equa1 ease as an

cta'o Vo1ume ; and so portable as to be carried in

the waistcoat pocket, beingno greaterincumbrance

than a watch.

__ ' _ 1

Printed at the Uni'ersity Press, Glasgow.
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IN TWO VOLUMES.
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_ _ Page
Sm..:'rca of the Life of Swift . - v,il

reface to Gulliver’s Travels - - x."

The Publisher to the Reade‘j , 3"‘

A Lettgrfro Ca

l‘ 1I'llip1lt _aitendéd by 5‘i53.310:»? the]; nobi’hty,

. ' n

comes to see the Author iI;,shi;e1r’;’on

finement. Tho‘ Emp£i";med men

and habit descnbed. 8



,:‘.

CONTENTS...'—:-—_'-,G-E,:

appointed to teach the Author their

language. He gains favour by his

mild disposition. His pockets are

searched, and his sword and pistols

taken from him . . . .

Chap. 3. The Author diverts the Em.

peror, and his nobility of both sexes,

in a very uncommon manner. The

diversions of the court of Lilliput

described. The Author has his

liberty granted him upon certain

conditions . . . . . .

Chap. 4. Mildendo, the metropolis of

Lilliput, described, together with

the Emperor’s palace. A conversa

tion between the Author and a prin

cipal secretary, concerning the affairs

of that empire. The Auth0r’s offers

to serve the Emgeror in his wars .

Chap. 5. The Ant or, by an extraor

dmary stratagem, prevents an in

vasion. A high title of honour is

conferred upon him. Ambassadors

arrive from the Emperor ofBlefuscu,

and sue for peace. The Emperor’s

apartments on fire by accident; the

Author Instrumental in saving the

rest of the palace . . . .

C7tap. 6. Ofthe inhabitants ofLilliput;

their learning, laws, and customs;

the manner of educating

Page

l7

152535m'.-
32

60
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JONES & C0’s

CORRECT UNIVERSITY EDITIONS

0

31_ritisb Qtl:ssir %utbor§,

Beénnmlly and uniformllgrprinted in a Lib

Z

ess: combmmg Taste,tfiance, and E<onomy, and Embe1lished w1th

hl8 ii p

1 ' The Publication ofthis nern1 series ofour
best1Eng1ish Authors, at a ricgeand in a way suit

ed to the con'enience of all, c1asses, and the great

encouragement received, has been noticed in the

1ure as a roof of the improvements of the
Age, and the wi e dissemination of Literature and

useful Knowledge.

See Lord John Russe1’: Speech on Reform

SERIES OF
BRITISH HISTORIANS :

Com risin an El i C l :l U jform
Li_gr&rygSeries 'e eelu? m§::p:§iLb:.aired i';.sash

P€diti'ns._ Embellished with fine E

0

. . ' to thegfifiéfifiefi;0l,"é1L0?g€0i1l#Zu£1;u§?l€0.ll1iLLER'
sq.

Embe11ished with a comp1ete Series of _P0""‘"'_{1 "f

the King1, Queeus, &c. in emb1emahca1 Dcvhi;‘",

from origina1 Design! by smhker Tr“ m’

B'’07ulcy, and other great Artists.

a



2 JONES 8: C05 NEW EDITIONS

1 5 This Liter Curiosity wil1 comprise the
whu’1= of Hume 8:1‘{ySmo1iett, without the sma11est

abridgment, in 58 Nos. in 6d._ or, 29 Pars at L..

euth1 formin with the Qon11nl1at1nn, 2 E1egant

aw. vo1s. (origina11y pub1ished 'n l3 Vo1umes at

£5. 4s.) and presenting in this compact form, and

at a trifling expense, the most uomple1e body of

En lish History extant and the greatest mass of

rea ing e'er condeuse'il within such 1imit. No

ex ense has been spared, either i" the Typography

'rg Embe1lishments, to render it Vtqt1iéfl of1he 1arge

share of pub1ic fa'our already receive . '

HISTORIES OF GREECE AND HOME, it!

the most Celebrated Authors, will follow.

nr, Cheap, and Uniform Library Edition,

Noe' at 5d. or Parts, l:. each, (can

»;M mi1e/I reading at i‘! unm1ly pub1mlhl at
four mm the price,) beautifu11y rin1-ed in doub1e

columus, 8'u. <1n the snest ve1 um npe1, hot

pressed, with superior Engra'ir1gs; o the

Qfititislj Qllassics, or ifissagistki;

Com lsifl the SPECTATOR-.TA'I1LER—.'

G AR IAN

ROR..LOUNGER.ADVENTUREILWORLD

LD CITIZEN Oi"

THE WORLD.CONNOISSEUR ‘

_SHENSTONEPS ESSAY!-K.NOX’S E5 .

SAYS—BACON‘S ESSAYS, kc.

The whole running an inva1uable Collection of

Re1gious Moral, Critical, Satirical, uu1i Enter

naln1ng ssays, by the most celebrated En 1ish

Authm; inc1ufiin ADDISON, STEELE R
JOHNSON P0li1:

, GOLDSMITH svfqrrWATTS, fiacon, 516. ’ '

 

- ' The SPECTATOR TATLER ha
oufinnran are comp1ete hi 0 Nos. at 6d. ’r<1:m

,iPfia§19|ERfl1'11 vo1s. containing t

he who1e of what is
and I Llgié1wglrei:0l4 Yale. and the R.AMdBIi‘l1*l1i:

another l1eatitlful vo1rgef1e in l7 Nos. an

’
~,‘
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OF BRtTISH CLASSICS

S

_ price (id. or Pam, Is. each, beau

é1éfilr and c1ose1y printed in a c1ear, bold t ‘pe

,ne ve11um paper atPffissed, and unénn the same mlv1m1n thfpo1nt
Hfmenpnm, a the regoing Ser1es : tge

fiflnhern

C0n1 r1sin the whole of some and Se1ect

vl-ks 0 other vi‘ the most esteemed Authors,

'11. PETER, PINDAR l4 Nos.-KIRKE

WHITE, s mt.-cowrlm, 7 Nos.—BURl\‘b‘
WORJKS, hy‘CUR.R.1 , l8 Nos.-DAR\VIN—

BYR()N_CR.ABBE—CANN!NG, &t:. in the

same plnparti1m.

',' Each author may be had separate, while the

who1e wi11 bind in either 2 0r 3 E1egant Lib

olumes,at 1ess than nne fourth the price of

ukherEd1t1u  

SHAKSPEAF. \11) BRITISH DRAMA :

Uniforrn with the other E1egant Series, 55 Nos. at

L,. i!. each: the Comp1ete

Eramaticworks of gbakspeare.

Pr,fwd from UM tez-i Bf Jah1ubfl, sttwu, and

G1 ' [NM ' Lift GM i Criliq"e

25» it own“ 3:;77,1lgri'11'i1,gfI: By ’zv1c/mm Rome,

M

" Th sh 1 hell r 0"2 E1egant Library
.V0iunse; \§1t,t1m.t,1 §.m’t'é§,1?em fur.eflren.e, ~
11In'h't_y, lypngrajohicn1 otnuy, snd ht-pm: ati
L‘Il,"|7lveJ1.

The BRITISH DRAMA an.mt a uniform com

anion in 2 V0i1. being, i co11ection of the bai1

1ays in Lhefing1ish Language‘ .

lnssw k1 N . t6d_ '29 BIG !|.euch, beau
1iTullyE;ri§\e<1i)si: tiuufgle 9» ur:1'l,):,e?Ev;;n1;nv$ise.

nest. 11 er: nrmmg .
un1for;iev:“1ItIh,}:iPzi intended as n Compan1fl° W

the Shfllspe‘a1m

d

MMNumber! tmlfainiflg n Trug1dw OW"-‘/' '"'

Farcefn‘ S|'rP21|Ce

{Busts of Qfireat ifiritain ; .



4 BRITISH CLASSICS.

JONES’S

Eiamonh Qtlassics.

(Uniform in Si1e with the Diamond Poets, and on

Nonpareil Type.)

The Smallest and most Beautiful e'er printed,

with Engravings fiom origina1 Drawings by

HAm'm', &c.

PAUL and VIRGINIA, and the INDIAN COT

TAGE, by SAn¢'r Pmmu: , with Portrait and

Vignette from a design by HAavnv—2s. Boards.

ELIZABETH, or, The EAILES ofSIBERIA, by

Momma C0'r'rm, l:. 6d.

VICAR. of WAKEFIELD, by Gonosn-rx, 2:.

li.ASS'ELA-9, by Dn. Jonusox, i:. 6d.

tN THE PRESS :

The CASTLE or OTRANTO, by HonAcs ‘VAL

PGL .

cuuftVER'S TRAVELS, by Swim..

rmaonosws and CONSTANTIA.

ALMORAN and HAMET.

SOLYMAN and Angzaslin.

C. C.

FORMING A SERIES OF

Qtlassic Gales, &c.

Uniformly printed in so clear and beautiful a

t'pe, that they may be read with equa1 ease as an

Cctavo Vo1ume ; and so portab1e as to he carried in

the waistcoat pocket bein no aterincumbmnce

than a watch. ’ g gre

‘

...l....- -..1.....



LIFE OF SWIFT. ix

Soon after the loss of Sir William, he

went as secretary and chaplain to Lord

Berkeley, one ot_‘ the lord ' '

_ P _, the‘daughter of the steward of

Sir V\ ilham 'lemple, but afterwards better

known b the name of Stella. She and her

_fr1f_!nd rs. _Dingley lived here in the closest

111filmacy with Swift, but guardedly, and

without reproach; in his absence they

{gi1ded at the parsonage.house, and on his

and Stella appears to have b

smcore, and on the part of t

1rr0voCable. Why it did

Diarr1age '

een warm and

he lady, at least

not terminate ip

and associated with political characters in

hopes of rising by their interest, and re

Peyi1ig their favours by the strength of his

iudsment and the vigour of his_pen. He

becameaccordingly acquainted with Harley

and other eminent public men, and cer

tainly was trusted and consulted by them

in such a manner, and with so little re

serve, as to show they had the highest



x SKETCH OF THE

opinion of his talents. But, notwithstand

ing this, he received no preferment until

the year l7l3, when he was made Dean of

St. Patrick’s ; and after the death of Queen

Anne, his connection with the English

ministers in a great measure ceased.

However disappointed in his English

connexions, an unexpected incident afford

ed him the means of rising to an uncom

mon degree of popularity in Ireland. One

Wood had obtained a patent to coin copper

money for the use of that country, a

measure which Dean Swift considered as

ruinous to the working people, and repre

sented the mischiefs likely to arise from it

in a series of letters signed the Drapier.

In consequence of this the scheme failed,

the dean was hailed as the saviour of his

country, and became such a favourite

oracle, that nothing could be undertaken

in Ireland without consulting him.

Amidst all this popularity, however, he

was fast becoming an object rather of

sympathy than envy. In l736 he lost his

memory, and this was accompanied with

an irascibility of temper, soured by fre

quent disappointments, and exasperated by

disease, and he gradually sunk into a state

which rendered conversation and ociety

no longer possible. In this dep orable

state, with few intervals of sanity, he

lmgered till the year l745, when he was

happily released in the month of October,

and _in his 78th year.

is works occupied a considerable part

of his vigorous days: most of them were

....-i..,



LIFE OF SWIFT.
xi

_ nal turns of thought.

published without his name, and since his

death they have been augmented by the

discovery of his letters and miscellaneous

ieces, first collected and edited by Dr.

awkesworth, afterwards by Mr. Sheridan,

and since intwo valuable and correct

editious by Mr. Nichols.

anuncommon _variety of political

has not left many examples; and

as a corre dent, he probably was never

excelled fmlegance, vivacity, and origi

..

..:‘ Among his many productions, none has

been received with so much avidity as that

?0l¢ve(:)Efore the ‘reader. It was,first PB?

18] in l727 . a roduction,’ says _
Johnson, u 1d newpand strange, that it

filled the reader with a mingled emotwn

of merrimen _and amasement. i It Was

received withluch avidity, that the prwe

of the first edition was raised before the

second could be made: it was read l_)y_ the

high and the low, the learned and illite_i'

ate. Criticism was for a while lost 1n

wonder; no rules of judgment were as;

plied to a book written in open defiance-

truth and regularity.” -'1-S "’“" '
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Notwithstanding the obvious intention

of the author, which was to ridicule am

bition, false politics, and the general follies

of nations and individuals, when it was

first published, the vulgar, who seldom

enter ver heartily into the nature of

satire, too it up as a book of travels. Dr.

Arbuthnot informs us, that Lord Scarbo

rough fell in company with a master of a

ship, who toldhim that he was very well ac

quainted with Gulliver, but that the print

er had mistaken ; that he lived in Wa ping,

and not at Rotherhithe; and the octor

himself lent the book to an old gentleman,

who went immediately to his map to search

for Lilliput!

The only serious objection that has been

made to this work as a legitimate satire,

respects the fourth part, or ‘The Voyage to

the Houyhnhnms. It has been represented

as a design to depreciate human nature, to

fill the mind with misanthropy, and to

injure virtue and the social qualities, by

rendering a man dissatisfied, suspicious,

and crafty. How far, however, these con

sequences have followed, or are likely to

follow, has never been ascertained. The

guestion has been ably ar ed by Mr.

heridan in his very copious ife of Swift,

and perhaps the decision will always be

made according to the peculiar temper and

feelmgs of him who enters into the contro

versy. In one respect, indeed, all may be

allowed to blame this part, as being far

more extravagant than the others, and

Presentiiig images more gross and indeli
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Tms very ingenious and extraordinary

man was born on the 30th of N

i , in Hoey’s court, Dublin. I.le w5is

descended from '

nt to Irelan in pursuit of employ

ment, where he died ' out two years after

marriage to a Leicestershire

lady,:and
seven months before the birth of his only

son who e the celebrated Dean of St

Pat,rick’s. .

h hen young Swift whas but a 3'es€h%'g£

ewas car ' d awa by is nurse w1_ _

the 1G y is mother, :5 white

and teachmg him to read. 0n
his being; recovered and brought bflclI<<.tlo

Ireland, he was sent to the school ofr 26
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of study was so desultory and irregular,

that on application for his first degree, he

was set aside for insufiiciency, and at last

was permitted to take it speciali gmtia, a

kind of disgraceful indulgence, which he

immediately resolved to efface, by a severe

and regular application for nearly seven

years to the requisite sciences. During

this time it is allowed that he made a

proficiency answerable to his future fame.

In l6S8 he went to England to see his

mother, who was now settled at Leicester,

and was introduced to Sir William Temple,

who behaved to him with great kindness,

and afforded him opportunities of frequent

ly seeing King William, whose notions

.being entirely military, he offered to make

Swift a captain of horse. Our author,

however, preferring the church, was ad

mitted to his master’s degree at Oxford, in

l692, and took orders. His hopes of pro

motion, from the interest of Sir William

' Temple, not being so soon gratified, as he

thought he had reason to expect, a quarrel

took place about the year l694-, and they

parted probably with mutual dissatisfac

tion. ' here was, however, enough of

respect or friendship left to promote a

reconciliation, which took place soon after,

and in the mean time Swift obtained the

prebend of Kilroot, in the diocese of Con

nor, worth about £l00 a year, and on

Sir _William Temple’s death, in l700, he

received a legacy from him, and the copy

right of his posthumous worls, which he

published with a short life.
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Soon after the loss of Sir William, he

went as secretary and chaplain to Lord

Berkeley, one of the lords justices of Ire

land. From this new patron he was in

duced to hope for the deanery of Derry,

but it was given to another, and Swift was

obliged to be content with the livings of

Laracor and_ Rathbe gin. At Laracor he

Sir William Temple, but afterwards better

known by the name of Stella. She and her

_friend Mrs. Dingley lived here in the closest

1ntimacy with Swift, but guardedly, and

without reproach ; in his absence they

resided at the parsonage.house, and on his

In l70l, havingtaken his doctor’s degree,

he began to pay frequent visits to England,

and associated with political characters m

hopes of rising by their interest, and re

Paying their favours by the strength of hls

judgment and the vigour of his_pen. He

became accordingly acquainted with Harley

and other eminent public men, and cer

tainly was trusted and consulted l_)y thein

in such a manner, and with so little re;

serve, as to show they had the highes
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opinion of his talents. But, notwithstand

ing this, he received no preferment until

the year l7l3, when he was made Dean of

St. Patrick’s ; and after the death of Queen

Anne, his connection with the English

ministers in a great measure ceased.

However disappointed in his English

connexions, an unexpected incident afford

ed him the means of rising to an uncom

mon degree of popularity in Ireland. One

Wood had obtained a patent to coin copper

money for the use of that country, a

measure which Dean Swift considered as

ruinous to the working people, and repre

sented the mischiefs likely to arise from it

in a series of letters‘ signed the Drapier.

In consequence of this the scheme failed,

the dean was hailed as the saviour of his

country, and became such a favourite

oracle, that nothing could be undertaken

in Ireland without consulting him.

Amidst all this popularity, however, he

was fast becoming an object rather of

sympathy than envy. In l736 he lost his

memory, and this was accompanied with

which rendered conversation and ociety

no longer possible. In this dep orable

state, with few intervals of sanity, he

lmgered till the year l745, when he was

happily released in the month of October,

and _m his 78th year.

is works occupied a considerable part

of his vigorous days: most of them were
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published without his name, and since his

d have been augmented by the

discovery of his letters and miscellaneous

pieces, first collected and edited by Dr.

Hawke.worth,,aiterward. by Mr. Sheridan,

and since in1two valuable and correct

editions by Mr. Nichols. They consist of

an_unc0mmon _variety of political, poetical,

religious critical, and miscellaneous pieces,

e whole in an elegant style,

" , and such

ith so much avidity as that

_ ... the reader. It was first pub
’.' ' u a production,” says D!‘

, u so new and strange, that it

eadgr with a mingled emotion

 

_uch avidity, that the pr1ce

-- tion was raised before the
second ‘‘’3 made: it was read by_ "ie

high and the low, the learned and illiter

ate. Criticism was for a while lost in

wonder; no rules of judgment were ap

plied to a book written in open defiance 0f

truth and regularity.” .5‘'' i' ‘
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Notwithstanding the obvious intention

of the author, which was to ridicule am

bition, false politics, and the general follies

of nations and individuals, when it was

first published, the vulgar, who seldom

enter very heartily into the nature of

satire, took it up as a book of travels. Dr.

Arbuthnot informs us, that Lord Scarbo

rough fell in company with a master of a

ship, who told_him that he was very well ac

quainted with Gulliver, but that the print

er had mistaken ; that he lived in Wa ping,

and not at Rotherhithe ; and the octor

himself lent the hook to an old gentleman,

who went immediately to his map to search

for Lilliput!

The only serious objection that has been

made to this work as a legitimate satire,

respects the fourth part, or The Voyage to

the Houyhnhnms. It has been represented

as a design to depreciate human nature, to

fill the mind with misanthropy, and to

injure virtue and the social qualities, by

rendering a man dissatisfied, suspicious,

and crafty. How far, however, these con

sefluences have followed, or are likely to

fo ow, has never been ascertained. The

guestion has been ably ar ued by Mr.

heridan in his very copious ife of Swifl,

and perhaps the decision will always be

made according to the peculiar temper and

feehngs of him who enters into the contro

versy. In one respect, indeed, all may be

allowed to blame this part, as being far

more e_xtra_vagant than the others, and

presentmg unages more gross and indeli
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of study was so desultory and irregular,

that on application for his first degree, he

was set aside for insufficiency, and at last

was permitted to take it speciali gmtia, a

kind of disgraceful indulgence, which he

immediately resolved to efface, by a severe

and regular application for nearly seven

years to the requisite sciences. During

this time it is allowed that he made a

proficiency answerable to his future fame.

In l688 he went to England to see his

mother, who was now settled at Leicester,

and was introduced to Sir William Temple,

who behaved to him with great kindness,

and afforded him opportunities of frequent

ly seeing King Vvilliam, whose notions

.being entirely military, he offered to make

Swifi a captain of horse. Our author,

however, preferring the church, was ad

mitted to his master’s d ee at Oxford, in

l692, and took orders. is hopes of pro

motion, from the interest of Sir William

' Temple, not being so soon gratified, as he

thought he had reason to expect, a quarrel

took place about the year l694, and they

parted probably with mutual dissatisfac

tion. Thcre was, however, enough of

respect or friendship left to promote a

reconciliation, which took place soon after,

and in the mean time Swift obtained the

prebend of Kilroot, in the diocese of Con

nor, worth about £l00 a year, and on

Sir _William Temple’s death, in l700, he

received a legacy from him, and the copy

right of his posthumous works, which he

published with a short life.
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therefore, it may _be read

has not beenequalled by any work of the kind in any

I .



PREFACE

To

GULLIVE R’S TRAVELS._

Tm: first part of these Travels appeared in

l726; the second early in l7:27. Bishop

Atterbury, in a letter from Paris to Mr.

Morice, December 24-, l726, having seen

the work advertised, expresses his impa

tience to see it :—1 I shall long,’ he says,

1 till it is with me ;’ and March 31, l727,

adds, 1 I had the first part of Gulliver,

but not the second . however, it has been

sent me here, and l have had the pleasure

of reading it. Both parts are translating

here, though the French will not be able

to relish the humour of that piece, nor

understand the meaning of it.’—The bishop

was perfectly right. Neither Gulliver nor

John Bull can properly be either relished

or understood by our volatile neighbours.

Gulliver, however, was immediately trans

lated by the Abbé Des Fontaines, and had

an extensive sale.4=

' See a correspondence on this trauslation, be

iggg?i''-}i$;i\.bl>i<‘§_=ail1q<i. the Dean, in Ju1y and August



,
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osition to

false system of

the errors, and

amend them.”

Orrery.u his important year (l727) sent into

the world 1 Guliiver’s Travels,’ a produc

applying salutary means to

which describes the Flying Island,
tag1d that which gave most disgust must be

e hist

ng and queen three days after their

' _ Jolmson.

u1Gulliver’s Travels’ and the 1 Tale 9?

a Tub’ are indisputably the two most cap1

tal works of Swift.” W“”o"'

u From the whole) gf those two voyage1
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to Lilliput and Brpbdingnag arises one

general remark, which, however obvious,

has been overlooked by those who consider

them as little more than the sport of a

wanton imagination. When human actions

are ascribed to pigmies and giants, there

are few that do not excite either contempt,

disgust, or horror; to ascribe them there

fore to such beings, was perhaps the most

probable method of engaging the mind to

examine them with attention, and judge

of them with impartiality, by sus ending

the fascination of habit, and ex ibiting

familiar objects in a new light. The use

of the fable then is not less apparent than

important and extensive; and that this

use was intended by the author, can be

doubted only by those who are disposed to

aflirm, that order and regularity are the

effects of chance.

u To mortiiy pride, which indeed was

not made for man, and produces not only

the most ridiculous follies, but the most

extensive calamity, ap ears to have been

one general view of the author in ever

part of these Travels. Personal strengt

and beauty, the wisdom and the virtue of

mankind, become objects not of pride but

of humility, in the diminutive stature

and contemptible weakness of the Lillipu

tians, in the horrid deformity of the Br0b

dingnagians, in the learned folly of the

Laputians, and in the parallel drawn be

tween our manners and those of the

H0"!/lmimms.” Hawlresworth.
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uThe Lilliputians of Swift may pass for

globable beings, not so much because we

ow that a belief in pigmies was once

current in the world (for the true ancient

Ingmy was at least thrice as tall as those

whom Gulliver visited), but because we

t .

country, seas, ships, and towns are all in

exact proportion: their theological and

P0li ' 1 principles, their passions, manners,

customs, and all the parts of their conduct,

betray a levity and littleness perfectly

suitable: and so simple is the whole

narration, and

building houses for habitation, milkmg

d, riding in carriages, and
holding conversations on the la_Ws and

policies of Europe; not all his genius (and

he there exerts it to the utmost) is able t0
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of style, and accuracy of description, in

particular places; and a malevolent heart

may triumph in the satire; but we can

never relish it as a fable, because it is at

once unnatural and self.contradictory.”

Beattie.

 



'1HE

PUBLISHER TO THE READER.

THE author of these Travels, Mr. Lemuel

Gulliver, is my ancient and intimate friend;

there is likewise some relation between us

on the mother’s side. About three years

ago, Mr. Gulliver growing weary of the

concourse of curious people coming to him

at his house in Redriff, made a small pur

chase of land, with a convenient house,

near Newark, in Nottinghamshire, his

native country; where he now lives_ re

b'oed, yet in good esteem among his neigh

urs. ‘

‘ Although Mr. Gulliver was born in

Nottinghamshire, where his father dwelt,

yet I have heard him say his family_ 'ame

from Oxfordshire; to confirm which, ‘I

have observed in the church.yard at Ban

bury in that county, several tombs and

monuments of the Gullivers. h

Before he quitted Redr1ff, he le5‘‘ t e

custody ofthe followingpapers in my hands'

with the liberty to bdispose of them as l
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should think fit. I have carefully perused

them three times; the style is very plain

and simple; and the only fault I find is, that

the author, after the manner of travellers,

is a little too circumstantial. There is an

air of truth apparent through the whole;

and indeed the author was so distinguished

for his veracity, that it became a sort of

proverb among his neighbours at Red

riff, when any one afiirmed a thing, to

say, 1it was as true as if Mr. Gulliver had

spoken it ’

By the advice of several worthy persons,

to whom, with the author’s permission, I

communicated these papers, I now ven

ture to send them into the world, hoping

they may be, at least for some time, a

better entertainment to our young noble

men, than the common scribbles of politics

and party. '

This volume would have been at least

twice as large, if I had not made hold to

strike out innumerable passages relating

to the winds and tides, as well as to the

variations and hearings in the several

voyages, together with the minute descrip

tions of the management of the ship in

storms, in the style of sailors; likewise

the account of longitudes and latitudes;

wherein I have reason to apprehend, that

Mr. Gulliver may be a little dissatisfied:

but I was resolved to fit the work as much

as possible to the general capacity of

readers. However, if my own ignorance

1n sea aflairs shall have led me to commit

“me m1stakess I alone am answerable for



them: and if any traveller has a curiosity

to see the whole work at large, as it came

from the hands of the author, I will be

ready to gratify him.
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of study was so desultory and irregular,

that on application for his first degree, he

was set aside for insufiiciency, and at last

was permitted to take it syieciali gratia, a

kind of disgraceful indulgence, which he

immediately resolved to efface, by a severe

and regular application for nearly seven

years to the requisite sciences. During

this time it is allowed that he made a

proficiency answerable to his future fame.

In l6SS he went to England to see his

mother, who was now settled at Leicester,

and was introduced to Sir William Temple,

who behaved to him with great kindness,

and afforded him opportunities of frequent

ly seeing King William, whose notions

_being entirely military, he offered to make

Swift a captain of horse. Our author,

however, preferring the church, was ad

mitted to his master’s de ee at Oxford, in

l692, and took orders. is hopes of pro

motion, from the interest of Sir William

‘ Temple, not being so soon gratified, as he

thought he had reason to expect, a quarrel

took place about the year l694., and they

parted probably with mutual dissatisfac

tion. .l1hcre was, however, enough of

respect or friendship left to promote a

reconciliation, which took place soon after,

and in the mean time Swift obtained the

prebend of Kilroot, in the diocese of Con

n_or, worth about £l00 a year, and on

Sir _William Temple’s death, in l700, he

received a legacy from him, and the copy

right of his posthumous wor , which he

published with a short life.
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should think fit. I have carefully perused

them three times; the style is very plain

and simple; and the only fault I find is, that

the author, after the manner of travellers,

is a little too circumstantial. There is an

air of truth apparent through the whole;

and indeed the author was so distinguished

for his veracity, that it became a sort of

proverb among his neighbours at Red

rifl1, when any one affirmed a thing, to

say, 1it was as true as if Mr. Gulliver had

spoken it ’

By the advice of several worthy persons,

to whom, with the author’s permission, I

communicated these papers, I now ven

ture to send them into the world, hoping

they may be, at least for some time, a

better entertainment to our young noble

men, than the common scribbles of politics

and P3i'fY- '

This volume would have been at least

twice as large, if I had not made hold to

strike out innumerable passages relating

to the winds and tides, as well as to the

variations and bearings in the several

voyages, together with the minute descrip

tions of the management of the ship in

storms, in the style of sailors; likewise

the account of longitudes and latitudes;

wherein I have reason to apprehend, that

Mr. Gulliver may be a little dissatisfied:

but I was resolved to fit the work as much

as possible to the general capacity of

readers. However, if my own ignorance

in sea affairs shall have led me to commit

some mistakes, I alone am answerable for
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them: and if any traveller has a curiosity

to see the whole work at large, as it came

from the hands of the author, I will be

ready to gratify him.

As for any further particulars relating

to _the author, the reader will receive

from the first pages of the

RICHARD SYMPSON.



A LETTER

‘FRoM CAPTAIN GULLIvEB To HIS ooUsIN

sYMPSoN.

Written in the Year l727.

I now you will be ready to own publicly,

whenever you shall be called to it, that

by your great and frequent urgency you

prevailed on me to publish a very loose

and uncorrect account of my travels, with

directions to hire some young gentleman

of either university to put them in order,

and correct the style, as my cousin Dam

pier did, by my advice, in his book called

A Voyage round the world.’ But I do

not remember I gave you power to consent

that any thing should be omitted, and

much less that any thing should be

inserted: therefore, as to the latter, I

do here renounce every thing of that kind;

particularly a paragraph about her majesty

Queen Anne of most pious and glorious

memory; although I did reverence and

esteem her more than any of human

species. But you, or your interpolator,

ought to have considered, that it was not

my inclination, so was it not decent to

_-L..
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England during

s reign, she didgovern bya chief minister; nay even by

t whereof was the
lord of Godolphin, and the second the lord

have made me say

was not. Likewise in the
account of the academy of

ress, and apt not only to inter
Dret, but to punish ever thing which

looked like an inuendo’ as I think you

call it). But, pray how could that which

spoke so many years ago, and at about

five thousand leagues distance, in another

feign, be applied to any of the Yahoos,

who _now are said to govern the herd;

Bspecially at a tim when I little thought,

or feared, the unh iness of living under
e

them?_ Have no;.1pf the most reason to

, when I see these very Yaho0_-9
carried y Houylmlmms in a vehicle, 5is If

they were brutes, and those the rational

creatures. And indeed to avoid_so mon_
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strous and detestable a sight was one

principal motive ofmy retirement hither.

Thus much I thought proper to tell you

in relation to yourself, and to the trust I

reposed in you.

I do in the next place complain of my

own great want of judgment, in being

prevailed upon by the entreaties and false

reasoning of you and some others, very

much against myown opinion, to suffer my

travels to be published. Pray bring to

your mind how often I desired you to

consider, when you insisted on the motive

of public good, that the Yahoos were a

species of animals utterly incapable of

amendmentby precept or example: and so

it has proved ; for, instead of seeing a full

stop put to all abuses and corruptions, at

least in this little island, as I had reason

to expect; behold, after above six months

warning, I cannot learn that my book has

produced one single effect according to my

intentions. I desired you would let me

know, by a letter, when party and fiiction

were extinguished; judges learned and

upright : pleaders honest and modest, with

some tincture of common sense, and

Smitlifield bla1ing with pyramids of law

books; the young nobility’s education en

tirely changed; the physicians banished;

the female Yahoos abounding in virtue,

honour, truth, and ‘good sense; courts

and levees of great ministers thoroughiy

weeded and swept; wit, merit, and learning

rewarded; all disgracers of the press in

i..2)\i—-p—_m‘

5£55.8‘-,'.$_.$',,,,...‘.._...-'_'’_-a-:‘1v...'v‘.1''v__-»355.-"'=
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prose and verse condemned to eat nothing

but their own cotton, and quench their

thirst with their own ink. '1‘hese, and a

thousand other reformations, I firmly

every _week with libels, and keys, and

nd memoirs, and second parts;
wherein I see myself accused of reflectmg

I find likewise that your printer has been

s0 careless as to confound the times, and

mistake the dates, of my several voyages

and returns; neither assigning the true

year, nor the true month, nor day of ih6

month :% and I hear the original manu

' That th ' ‘ I copy of these Tra'els wY"
altered I)]'nJeeP1:I"‘sg<:11‘1a1hr0ugIi whose hands 't uas
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script is all destroyed since the publication

of my book ; neither have I any copy left;

however, I havesent you some corrections,

which you may insert, if ever there should

be a second edition: and yet I cannot stand

to them; but shall leave that matter to my

judicious and candid readers to adjust it as

they please. ‘ .

I hear some of our sea Ihhoos find fault

with my sea.language, as not proper in

many parts, nor now in use. I cannot

help it. In my first voyages, while I was

young, I was instructed by the oldest mari

ners, and learned to speak as they did.

But I have since found that the sea Yahoos

are apt, like the land ones, to become new

fangled in their words, which the latter

change every year; insomuch, as I re

member upon each return to my own

country, their old dialect was so altered,

that I could hardly understand the new.

And l observe, when any Yahoos come

’_ 1
K

,»-__.,..-_—-—-v

conveyed to the press, is a fact; but the passages

of which Mr. Gulli'er comp1aius in this 1etter are

to be found on‘l in the srst editious; for the Dean

having restor the text wherever it had been al

tered, sent the copy to the 1ate Mr. Motte by the

hands of Mr. Charles Ford. This copy has been

exactly fol1owed in every subse uent edition, except

that printed in Ireland by r. Fau1kner; the_

editor of which, sup osing the Dean to be serious

when he mentioned 9 e corruptious of dates, and

yet finding them una1tered, thought st to a1ter

them h,mself; there is however scarce one of these

alteratious in which he has not committed a b1un

der: thou h whi1e he was thus busy in defacing

3"! Pariss at were perfect, he suffered the acci

dental blemishes of others to remain. H.

—...,

.-'.‘J’!i'-1_.?'

¢'¢‘E-"'E''.EE9‘§'E7’L'.',,8.’'...E2S_.'Cf',Q,?'-.2'-i.:,flt';.‘1‘?F.'"-.'.14.‘.-1



Houylmlmms and Yahoos have no more

existence than the inhabitants of Utopia.

Inldeed Ii must confess, that as to the

Deep e of illi B2-obdi ra , (for so t e
word should hlri1vté been s;]t§lt,gand not er

roneously Brobdingnag) and Laputa, I

have never yet heard of any Yahoo so pre

sumptuous as to dispute their being, or the

facts I have related concerning them;

, because they use a sort ofjabber, and

do not go naked? I wrote for their amend

ment, and not their approbation. The

united praise of the whole race would be

of less consequence to me, than the neigh

ing of those two degenerate II0u_1/l1lm7"1m8

I keep in my stable; because from these,

degenerate as they are, I stlll lmprovo_ in

some virtues without any mixture of vice

o these miserable animals pres11me to
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think, that I am so degenerated as to

defend my veracity? Yahoo as I am, it is

well known through all Houylmlmm.land,

that, by the instructions and example of

my illustrious master, I was able in the

compass of two years (although I confess

with the utmost difliculty) to remove that

infernal habit of lying, shufliing, deceiving,

and equivocating, so deeply rooted in the

very souls of all my species ; especially the

Europeans.

I have other complaints to make upon

this vexatious occasion ; but I forbear

troubling myself or you any further. I

must freely confess, that since my last,

some corruptions ofmy Yahoo nature have

revived in me by conversing with a few of

your species, and particularly those of my

own family, by an unavoidable necessity ;

else I should never have attempted so

absurd a project as that of reformingithe

Yahoo race in this kingdom: But I ave

now done with all such visionary schemes

for ever.

April 2, l727.



_ Ome account of himselfu"4 f<vmly_: his first inducements to

"fave . He 1s shipwrecked, and swimsfor

,
.

scanty allowance, being too great for a

narrow fortune, I was bound apprentice to

Mr. James Bates, an eminent surgeon in

London, with whom I continued four

years; and my father now and then send

mg me small sums of money, I laid them

out in learning navigation, and other parts

of the mathematics, useful to those wii0

L. . A
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intend to travel, as I always believed it

would be, some time or other, my fortune

to do. When I left Mr. Bates, I went

down to my father; where, by the assist

ance of him. and my uncle John, and

some other relations, I got forty pounds,

and a promise of thirty pounds a year to

maintain me at Leyden: there I studied

physic two years and seven months,

knowing it would be useful in long

voyages.

Soon after my return from Leyden, I

was recommended by my good master, Mr.

Bates, to be surgeon to the Swallow,

Captain Abraham Pannel, commander;

with whom I continued three years and a

half, making a voyage or two into the

Levant, and some other parts. When l

came back I resolved so settle in London;

to which Mr. Bates, my master, encouraged

me, and by him I was recommended to

several patients. I took part of a small

house in the Old Jewry; and being

advised to alter my condition, I married

Mrs. Mary Burton, second daughter to

Mr. Edmund Burton, hosier, in Newgate

street, with whom I received four hundred

pounds for a portion.

But my good master Bates dying in two

years after, and I having few friends, my

business began to fail; for my conscience

would not suffer me to imitate the bad

}gact_ice of too many among my brethren.

avmg therefore consulted with my wife,

and some ofmy acquaintance, l determined

to g0 again to sea. I was surgeon suc

.

_..



when I was as

ners and dispositions of the people, as well

as learning their lan age

gu .a great facility, by the st

ll1e

The last of these voyages not proving

very fortunate, I grew weary of the sea,

' to stay at home with my wife
and family. I removed from the Old

Jewry to Fetter.Lane, and from thence to

Wapping, hoping to get business among

the sailors, but it would not turn to ac

1

sufiicc to inform him, that in our passage

from thence to the East.Indies, we were

driven by a violent storm to the north.west

of Van Diemen’s Land._ By al1 obs0“'a'
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our crew were dead by immoderate

labour and ill food; the rest were in a_

very weak condition. On the 5th of No

vember, which was the beginning of sum. ,

mer in those parts, the weather being very

hasy, the seamen spied a rock within half

a cable’s length of the ship; but the wind

was so strong, that we were driven directly

upon it, and immediately split. Six of the

crew, of whom I was one, having let down

the boat into the sea, made a shift to get

clear of the ship and the rock. Vile rowed,

by my computation, about three leagues,

till we were able to work no longer, being

already spent with labour while we were in

the ship. We therefore trusted ourselves

to the mercy of the waves, and in about

half an hour the boat was overset by a

sudden flurry from the north. What

became ofmy com anions in the boat, as

well as of those w o escaped on the rock,

or were left in the vessel, I cannot tell ;

but conclude they were all lost. For my

own part, I swam as fortune directed me,

and was pushed forward by wind and tide.

I often let my legs drop, and could feel no

bottom; but when I was almost gone, and

able to struggle no longer, I found myself

within my depth; and by this time the

storm was much abated. The declivity

was so small, that I walked near amile

before I got to the shore, which I conjec

tured was about eight o’clock in the

evenmg. _I then advanced forward near

half a mile, but could not discover any

sign of houses or inhabitants; at least I

-’.,.i_.'.‘g‘
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:"n_Pits to my thighs. I could only look

s
.

,
e light offended my eyes. ‘I heard a

confused noise about me; but in the

Posture I lay, could see nothing except

the sky In a little time I felt something

‘alive moving on my left leg, which advanc

n

peived it to be a human creature‘ not‘_si1fi!

‘mcheshig‘h, with a bow and arrow in his

ands,'and a quiver at his back. In the

mean time, I felt at least forty more_ of

the same kind (as I conjectured) foll0V1{ing

the first. I was in the utmost astomsh

ment, and roared so loud, that they all

Kali back in a fright; and some of them,

A
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as I was afterwards told, were hurt with the

falls they got by lea ing from my sides

upon the ground. owever, they soon

returned, and one of them, who ventured

so far as to get a full sight of my face,

lifting up his hands and eyes by way of

admiration, cried out in a shrill but

distinct voice, helcinah degul: the others

repeated the same words several times,

but I then knew not what they meant. I

lay all this while, as the reader may

believe, in great uneasiness; at length,

struggling‘ to get loose, I had the fortune

to break the strings, and wrench out the

pegs that fastened my left arm to the

ground; for, by lifting it up to my face, I

discovered the methods they had taken to

bind me, and at the same time with a

violent pull, which gave me excessive

pain, I a little loosened the strings that

tied down my hair on the left side, so

that I was just able to turn my head about

two inches. But the creatures ran off a

second time, before I could seise them;

whereupon there was a great shout in a

very shrill accent, and after it ceased I

heard one of them cry aloud tolgo l1onac;

when in an instant I felt above a undred

arrows discharged on my left hand, which

pricked me like so many needles; and

besides, they shot another flight into the

air, as we do bombs in Europe, whereof

many, I suppose, fell on my body, (though

I felt them not) and some on my face, .

which I immediately covered with my left

hand. When this shower of arrows was

...,_v.‘..i_:‘'_

  ..,.v.. 
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easily free myself: and as for the inhabi

tants, I had reason to believe I might be a

match for the greatest army they could

bring against me, if they were all of the

same sise with him that I saw. But for

tune disposed otherwise of me. When the

P§ople observed I was quiet, they dis

would permit me, I saw a stage erected

about a foot and a half from the ground,

capable of holdingfour of the inhabitants,

with two or three ladders to mount it:

from whence one ofthem, whoseemed to be

a%E's0l} of quality, mademe a long speech,

ereof I understood not one syllable.

Ht I should have mentioned, that before

the principal person be an his oration, he

cried out three times, rmgro dv/liil 54",‘

(these words and the former were after

wards repeated and 4explained to me.l

A
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Whereupon, immediately about fifty of

the inhabitants came and cut the strings

that fastened the left side of my head,

which gave me the liberty of turning it

to the right, and of observing the person

and gesture of him that was to speak. He

appeared to be of a middle age, and taller

than any of the other three who attended

him, whereof one was a page that held up

his train, and seemed to be somewhat

longer than my middle finger; the other

two stood one on each side to support him.

He acted every part of an orator, and I

could observe many periods of threaten

ings, and others of promises, pity, and

kindness. I answered in a few words,

but in the most submissive manner, lifting

up my left hand, and both my eyes to the

sun, as calling him for a witness; and

being almost famished with hunger,

having not eaten a morsel for some hours

before I left the ship, I found the demands

of nature so strong upon me, that I could

not forbear showing my impatience

(perhaps against the strict rules of

decency) by utting my finger frequently

to my mouth, to signify that I wanted

food. The /mrgo (for so they call a great

lord, as I afterwards learnt) understood

me very well. He descended from the

stage, and commanded that several

ladders should be applied to my sides, on

which above a hundred of the inhabitants

mounted and walked towards my mouth,

laden with baskets full of meat, which

had been provided and sent thither by
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the king‘s orders, upon the first intelli

gence he received of me. I observed

there was the flesh of several animals, but

could not distinguish them by the taste.

There were shoulders, legs, and loins, shap

ed like those of mutton, and very well

dressed, but smaller than the wings of a

lar_k. I ate them by two or three at a

mouthful, and took three loaves at a time,

about the bigness of musket bullets. They

supplied me as fast as they could, showing

a thousand marks of wonder and astonish

ment at my bulk and appetite. I then

made another sign, that I wanted drink.

They found by my eating that a small quan

tity would not sufiice me; and being a most

ingenious people, they slung up, with great

dexterity, one of their largest hogsheads,

then rolled it towards my hand, and beat

out the top; I drank it ofl1 at a draught,

which I might well do, for it did not hold

half a pint, and tasted like a small wine of

Burgundy,but much more delicious. They

brought me a second hogshead, which I

drank in the same manner, and made signs

for more: but they had none to give me

When I had perfc.rmed these wonders,

they shouted for joy, and_danced upon my

breast, r eating several times as they did

at first, ekinah degul. They made me a

si n that I should throw down the two

h gsheads, but first warning the PeoPl0

below tostand out ofthe way, crying aloud,

‘Borach mevolah ; and when they saw the

vessels in th ' ir, there was a u111versal

iieh2gtl_otflh dcgul. I confess I was

—- i

—1‘._n'1
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often tempted, while they were passing

backwards and forwards on my body, to

seise forty or fifty of the first that came in

my reach, and dash them against the

ground. But the remembrance of what I

had felt, which probably might not be the

worst they could do, and the promise of

honour I made them, for so I interpreted

my submissive behaviour, soon drove out

these imaginations. Besides, I now con

sidered myself as bound by the laws of

hospitality, to a people who had .treated

me with so much expense and magnifi

cence. However, in my thoughts I could

not sufliciently wonder at the intrepidity of

these diminutive mortals, who durst ven

ture to mount and walk upon my body,

while one ofmy hands was at liberty, with

out trembling at the very sight of so prodi

gious acreature as I must appear to them.

After some time, when they observed that

I made no more demands for meat, there

appeared before me a person of high rank

from his imperial majesty. His excellency,

having mounted on the small of my right

leg, advanced forwards up to my face, with

about a dosen of his retinue; and produc

ing his credentials under the signet royal,

which he applied close to my eyes, spoke

about ten minutes without any signs of

anger, but with a kind of determinate re

solution; often pointing forwards, which,

as I afterwards found, was towards the ,

caP_ital city, about half a mile distant5;

whither it was agreed by his majesty in

c01"iciL that I must be conveyed. I an



thought of attemptmg to break my bonds ;

but agam, when I felt the smart of their

arrows upon my face and bands which

were all in blisters, and many of t ie darts

still stickmg in them, and observing like

wise that the number of my enemies in

creased, I gave tokens to let them know

that they might do with me what they

Upon this, the barge and his
t-i1a111 withdrew, with much civility and

of the words Peplom selan ; and I felt

great numbers of people on my left side re

laxing the cords to such a degree, that I

was able to turn upon my right, and to ease

myselfwith makin water; which I very

' the great astonishment‘cf’

'

the People; who, conjecturing by my nao

tion what I was going to do, immediately

opened to the right and left on that side,

to avoid the torrent, which fell with su,_‘h
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noise and violence from me. But before

this, they had daubed my face and both my

hands with a sort of ointment, very plea

sant to the smell, which, in a few minutes,

removed all the smart of their arrows.

These circumstances, added to the refresh

ment I had received by their vietuals and

drink, which were very nourishing, dis

fiosed me to sleep. I slept about eight

ours, as I was afterwards assured ; and it

was no wonder, for the physicians, by the

emperor’s order, had mingled a sleepy po

tion in the hogsheads of wine.

It seems, that upon the first moment I

was discovered sleeping on the ground,

after my landing, the emperor had early

notice of it by an express ; and determined

in council, that I should be tied in the

manner I have related, (which was done in

the night while I slept ;) that plenty of

meat and drink should be sent me, and a

machine prepared to carry me to the capi

tal city.

This resolution perhaps may appear very

bold and dangerous, and I am confident

would not be imitated by any prince in

Europe on the like occasion. However, in

my opinion, it was extremely prudent, as

well as generous: for, supposing these

people had endeavoured to kill me with

their spears and arrows, while I was asleep,

I should certainly have awaked with the

first sense of smart, which might so far

have roused my rage and strength, as to

have enabled me to break the strings

wherewith I was tied; afler which, as

,.._

 



couragement of the emperor, who is a re

nowned patron of learning. This prince

seven feet long, and four wide, moving

upon twenty.two wheels. The shout I

heard was upon the arrival of this engine,

which it seems set out in four hours after

my landing. It was brought parallel to

me, as I lay ' '

,,v‘,' 

he workmen had girt round my neck, my ‘.75

ands, my body, and my legs. Nine hun

'

'an three hours I was raised and slung

to the engine, ’and there tied fast. All
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this I was told; for, while the operation

was performing, I lay in a profound sleep,

by the force of that soporiferous medicine

infused into my liquor. Fifteen hundred

of the emperor’s largest horses, each about

four inches and a half high, were employed

to draw me towards the metropolis, which,

as I said, was half a mile distant.

About four hours after we began our

journey, I awaked by a very ridiculous ac

cident ; for the carriage being stopped a

while, to adjust something that was out of

order, two or three of the young natives

had the curiosity to see how I looked when '

I was asleep ; they climbed up into the

engine, and advancing very softly to my

face, one of them, an ofiicer in the guards,

put the sharp end of his half.pike a ood

way up into my lelt nostril, which ti ed

my nose like a straw, and made me sneese

violently ;a whereupon they stole oil1 un

perceived, and it was three weeks before I

knew the cause of my waking so suddenly.

We made a long march the remaining part

1It has been remarked, that coufagé, in what

ever cause, though it sometimes excites indigna

tion, is ne'er the object ofcontempt ; but this ap

pears to be true, on1y because courage is supposed

to imp1y superiority; for this qflicer in the uard:

becomes extreme1y ridicu1ous and contem ti e by

an act of the most daring curiosity, w iich sets

him in comparison with Gu11iver, to whom he

was so_rnuch inferior, that a b1ast of the man

m0ni_11mn’: _nustri1s wou1d have endangeredhis1ife;

and if heroism itse1f is not proof against ridicule,

ihe:‘‘ sure1y are Lilliputiaus in phi1osophy, who

cousider ridicu1e as the test of truth.-H.



gfut1he day, and rested at night with five

_ dred guards on each side of me, half

with torches, and half with bows and ar

should ofler to

._ rning at sun.rise wecontmued our march

, and arrived withintwo hundred yards of the city

e

D
et us; but his great oflicers

would by_no means sufi'0r his majesty to en.

d unting on my body.

t the p ce where the carriage stopped '

there stood an ancient temple, esteemed to

’

hole kmgdom ,

nto that on the left side,

as large, which were locked to
iy left leg with six.and.thirty padl_0c_ks

1ver against this temple, on the other si_de

F the great highway, at twenty feet dis

..nce, there was a turret at least five feet ., .

1gh. Here the emperor ascended, with

any principal lords of his court, to have
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' my body by the help of ladders.

an opportunity of viewing me, as I was

told, for I could not see them. It was reck

oned that above a hundred thousand in

habitants came out of the town upon the

same errand ; and in spite ofmy guards, I

believe there could not be fewer than ten

thousand at several times, who mounted

But a

proclamation was soon issued, to forbid it

upon pain of death. When the workmen

found it was impossible for me to break

loose, they cut all the strings that bound

me; whereupon I rose up, with as melan

i:_lti_oly a disposition as ever I had in my

1 e.

the people, at seeing me rise and walk, are

not to be expressed. The chains that held

my left leg were about two yards long, and

gave me not only the liberty of walking

backwards and forwards in a semicircle;

but, being fixed within four inches of the

gate, allowed me to creep in, and lie at my

‘full length in the temple.

But the noise and astonishment of



77te Emperor ofLilliput, attended by several \

o/‘1he nol11'1il_:‘/, comes to see the Au!hor in 1

his coryinernent. _. T/26 Emperoi.’s person

-as under great difficulties between urgen

LV and shame. The best expedient I

' of,‘ was to creep mto my

st1in; is a pole or perch ; silieen 5e91 and 3
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house, which I accordingly did; and

shutting the gate after me, I went as far

as the length of my chain would suffer,

and discharged my body of that uneasy

load. But this was the only time I was

ever guilty of so uncleanly an action; for

which I cannot but hope the candid reader

will give some allowance, after he has

maturely and impartially considered my

case, and the distress l was in. From this

time my constant practice was, as soon as

l rose, to perform that business in open

air, at the full extent of my chain; and

due care was taken every morning before

company came, that the ofi"ensive matter

should be carried off in wheel.barrows, by

two servants appointed for that purpose.

I would not have dwelt so long upon a

circumstance that, perhaps, at first sight,

may appear not very momentous, if l had

not thought it necessary to justify my cha

racter, in point of cleanliness, to the world;

which, I am told, some of my maligners

have been pleased, upon this and other

occasions, to call in question.

When this adventure was at an end, I

came back out of my house, having

occasion for fresh air. The emperor

was already descended from the tower, and

advancing on horseback towards me, which

had like to have cost him dear; for the

beast, though very well trained, yet wholly

unused to such a sight, which appeared as

if a r_nou_ntain moved before him, reared up

on his hmder feet : but that prince, who is

an excellent horseman, kept his seat, till

‘,.

.gla‘§_fl'E'B-_._.
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the rest. The empress, and young princes

of the blood of both sexes, attended by

many ladies, sat at some distance in their

chairs; but upon the accident that hap

the breadth of my nail, than any of his

court ; which alone is enough to strike an

awe into the beholders. His features are

strong and masculine, with an Austrian lip

and arched nose, his complexion olive, his

countenance erect, his body and limbs well
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generally victorious. For the better con

venience of beholding him, I lay on my

side, so that my face was parallel to his,

and he stood but three yards off: however,

I have had him since many times in my

hand, and therefore cannot be deceived in.‘

the.description. His dress was very plain

and simple, and the fashion of it between ,

the Asiatic and the European: but he

had oh his head a light helmet of gold,

adorned with jewels, and a plume on the

crest. He held his sword drawn in his

hand to defend himself, If I should happen

to break loose: =!= it was almost three inches

long; the hilt and scabbard were gold

enriched with diamonds. His voice was

shrill, but very clear and articulate; and I

could distinctly hear it when I stood up.

The ladies and courtiers‘were all most

magnificently clad; so that the spot they

stood upon seemed to resemble a petticoat

spread on the ground, embroidered with

figures of iold and silver. His imperial,

majesty spo e often to me, and I returned

answers: but neither of us could under

stand a syllable. There were several of ,,

1 The mascu1ine strength of features, which

Gul1iver cou1d not see ti11 he laid his face upon

the ground, and the awful superiority of stature in

abem , whom he he1d in his hand; the helmet,

the p ume, and the sword, are a sne reproof of

hu3_1an_pride; the objects of which are trifling

distinctious, whether of person or rank; the

ridicu1ous parade and ostentation of a pigmy,

which derive not on1y their origin but their use

fiom the fo11y, weakness, and imperfection, ofour

se1'es and others.-H.

9
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his priests and lawyers present (as I con

Jeetured by their habits), who were com

e

hours the court retired, and I was left

with a strong guard, to prevent the im

pertinence, and probably the malice of the

rabble, who were very impatient to crowd

about me as near as they durst; and some

of them had the impudence to shoot their

I sat on the ground bythe door ofmy house, whereofone very nar_

rowly missed my left eye. But the colonel

r ' '

an the colonel and his oflicers were m

much pain, especially when they saw me

1a my penknife: but I _s00n Put

them out of fear; for, looking lnil6lly, and

immediately cutting the strings he was

bound with I set him gently 0n the

~
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both the soldiers and people were highiy

delighted at this mark of my clemency,

which was represented very much to my

advantage at court.

Towards night I got with some difiiculty

into my house, where I lay on the ground,

and continued to do so about a fortnight;

during which time, the emperor gave

orders to have a bed prepared for me.

Six hundred beds=!= of the common mea

sure were brought in carriages, and worked

up in my house; a hundred and fifty of

their beds, sewn together, made up the

breadth and length; and these were four

double; which, however, kept me but

very indifferently from the hardness of the

floor, that was of smooth stone. By the

same computation, they provided me

with sheets, blankets, and coverlets,

tolerable enough for one who had been so

long inured to hardships.

As the news of my arrival spread through

the kingdom, it brought prodigious num

bers of rich, idle, and curious people to see

me; so that the villages were almost

emptied;' and great neglect of tillage and

household affairs must have ensued, if his

imperial majesty had not provided, by

several proclamations and orders of state,

against this inconveniency. He directed,

that those who had already beheld me

should return home, and not presume to

come within fifty yards of my house, with

. 'Guiiiver_ has obser'ed great exactness in the

i"" P'0P0ruon and appearance of the objects thus

1’s.sened.—.orrery.

es;.=.=,='s:-s'2‘1e"-z's,=:;..,..3;,-,=?.,,,,}._,,.i,=2,_..,vm
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out licence from the court; whereby the

secretaries of state got considerable fees.. ‘

In the meantime the emperor held fre

quent councils, to debate what course

should be taken with me; and I was

that my diet would be very expensive, and

might cause a famine. Sometimes they

determined to starve me; or at least to

shoot me in the face and hands with

poisoned arrows, which would soon dis

patch me; but again they considered, that

the stench of so large a carcass might

produce a plague in the metropolis, and

grobably spread through the whole king

behalf',, that an imperial commission V_ras

issued out, o liging all the villages, nme

hundred yards round the city, to deliver

in every morning six beeves, forty sheep

and other victuals for my sustenance;
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this prince lives chiefly upon his own

demesnes: seldom, except upon great

occasions, raising any subsidies upon his

subjects, who are bound to attend him in

his wars at their own expense. An estab

lishment was also made of six hundred

persons to bemy domestics, who had board

wages allowed for their maintenance, and

tents built for them very conveniently on

each side of my door. It was likewise

ordered, that three hundred tailors should

make me a suit‘ of clothes, after the fashion

of the country: that six of his majesty’s

greatest scholars should be employed to

instruct me in their language: and lastly,

that the emperor’s horses, and those of the

nobility and troops of guards, should be

frequently exercised in my sight, to accus

tom themselves to me. All these orders

were duly put in execution; and in about

three weeks I made a great progress in

learning their language; during which

time the emperor frequently honoured me

with his visits, and was pleased to assist

my masters in teaching me. We began

alread to converse together in some sort;

and t e first words I learnt, were to

express my desire uthat he would please

to give me my liberty ;” which I'every

day repeated on my knees. His answer,

as I could comprehend it, was, u that this

must be a work of time, not to be thought

on without the advice of his council, and

that first I must 1umos kclminpesso desmar

l°]! c'mp0s0;" that is, swear a peace with

hnn and his kingdom. However, that I

..--....’—-
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_ a_c y my patience
and discreet behaviour, the good opinion of

. He desiredI would not take it ill, if he gave orders

to certam proper oflicers to search me; for

. m ,
should be returned when I_left the country,

I would set

. k up the two officers in
my hands, put them first into my coat

Pockets, and then into every other pocket

about me, except my two fobs, and another

Soc"*tl>0cl_.1et, which I had no mind should

be searched, wherein I had some little ne

cessaries that were of no consequence to

any but mysel . In one of my fobs there

was a silver watch, and in the other a small

quantity of gold in a purse. These gentle

men, having pen, ink, and paper, about

them, made an exact inventory of every

thing they saw; and when they had done

__-.‘v..' _."-'-'-.-'-=1?.,.-...'-.'_§§'fr.‘£...i',.”.¢.'.;::..—-.-,'v'-»-»' ''lv5-»'‘-»‘'''
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desired I would set them down, that they

might deliver it to the emperor. This in

ventory l afterwards translated into Eng

lish, and is word for word as follows :

1 Imprimis, In the right coat.pocket of

the great man.mountain (for so I interpret

the words quinbusflesh.in,) after the strictest

search, we found only one great piece of

coarse.cloth large enough to be a foot

cloth for your majesty’s chief room of

state. In the left pocket we saw a huge

silver chest, with a cover of the same

metal, which we, the searchers, were not

able to lift. \\’e desired it should be open

ed, and one of us stepping into it, found

himself up to the mid leg in a sort of dust,

some part whereof flying up to our faces,

set us both a snee1ing for several times to

gether. In his right waistcoat.pocket we

found a prodigious bundle of white thin

substances, folded one over another, about

the bigness of three men, tied with a strong

cable, and marked with black figures;

which we humbly conceive to be writings,

every letter almost half as large as the

palm of our hands. In the left there was

a sort of engine, from the back of which

were extended twenty long poles, resem

bling the pallisados before your majesty’s

court: wherewith we conjecture the man

mountain combs his head; for we did not

always trouble him with questions, because

we found it a great difliculty to make him

understand us. In the large pocket, on

the right side of his middle cover (so I

translate the word ranfu.lo, by which they



A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. fi27

meant my breeches,) we saw a hollow pil

low of non, about t e length of a man,

not what to make of. In the left pocket,

another engine of the same kind. In the

smaller pocket on the right side, were

several round flat pieces of white and red

metal, of different bulk ; some of the

white, which seemed to be silver, were so

large and heavy, that my comrade and I

could hardly lift them. In the left pocket

were two black pillars irregularly shaped :

we could not, without difliculty, reach the

top of them, as we stood at the bottom of

h1s pocket. One of them was covered, and

ends. Within each of these was enclosed

s prodigious plate of steel; which, by our

orders, we obliged him to show us, because

we apprehended they might be dangerous

engines. He took them out of their cases,

and told us, that in his own country his

practice was to shave his beard with one of

ese, and cut his meat with the other

There were two pockets which we could

not enter: these he called his fobs; they

were two large slits cut into the top of his

middle cover, but squeesed close_ by the

pressure of his belly. Out of the right fob

hung a great silver chain, with a w0nd@lf

ful kind of engine at the bottom. \’Ve di



28 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS.

rected him to draw out whatever was at

the end of that chain; which appeared to

be a globe, half silver, and half of some

transparent metal; for, on the transparent

side, we saw certain strange figures cir

cularly drawn, and thought we could touch

them, till we found our fingers stopped by

that lucid substance. He put this engine

to our ears which made an incessant noise,

like that of a water.mill: and we conjec.

ture it is either some unknown animal, or

the god that he worships ; but we are more

inclined to the latter opinion, because he

assured us, (if we understood him right,

for he expressed himself very imperfectly)

that he seldom did any thing without con

sulting it. He called it his oracle, and

said, it pointed out the time for every ac

tion of his life.=l= From the left fob he

took out a net almost large enough for a

fisherman, but contrived to open and shut

like a purse, and served him for the same

use: we found therein several massy

pieces of yellow metal, which, if they be

real old, must be of immense value.

1 aving thus, in obedience to your

majesty’s commands, diligently searched all

his pockets, we observed a girdle about his

waist made of the hide of some prodi ious

animal, from which, on the left side, ung

a sword of the length of five men ; and on

‘ Perhaps the author intended to e ose the

probab1e fa11acy of opinions derived from i e re1a

tions of trave11ers, by showing how 1itt1e truth mea1

to be misunderstood to make fiilsehood speci

ous.-H

5£."i'_.'_.a,,»-_.$.,.-._.',,..-'.-'..'.':‘,,c,,m'v'.11,-»..’‘‘5-'
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p ofbut of no great bulkor weight, for we c0,uld hold above fifty of

th1c;n'1l‘lli—-i]stifsea1i..iale1,,1::,,:‘tfi-1-il-11i:33,gsof what we

found about the body of the man.moun

tain, who used us with great civility, and

due respect to your majesty’s commission.

Signed and sealed on the fourth day of the

‘ ty.ninth moon of your majest_v’s au

..  . Jei£,’n."

' 1” Clqfrfn Fi.cloch, Marsi Freloclr.”
When this inventory was read over to

the emperor, he directed me, although in

very gentle terms, to deliver up the several

particulars. He first called for my sci

mitar, which I took out, scabbard and all.

In the mean time he ordered three thou

sand of his choicest troops (who then at

t i '
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_ as I waved the scimitar to and fro in my

hand. His majesty, who is a most magna

nimous prince,=!= was less daunted than I

could expect: he ordered me to return it

into the scabbard, and cast it on the ground

as gently as I could, about six feet from

the end of my chain. The next thing he

demanded was one of the hollow. iron pil

lars; by which he meant my pocket pis

tols. I drew it out, and at his desire, as

well as I could, expressed to him the use

of it; and charging it only with powder,

which, by the closeness of my pouch, hap

pened to escape wetting in the sea (an in

convenience against which all prudent

mariners take special care to provide,) I

first cautioned the emperor not to be afraid,

and then I let it off .in the air. The as

tonishment here was much greater than at

the sight of the scimitar. Hundreds fell

down as if they had been struck dead ; and

even the emperor, although he stood his

ground, could not recover himself for some

time. I delivered up both my pistols in

the same manner as I had done my sci

mitar, and then my pouch of powder and

bullets ; begging him that the former

might be kept from fire, for it would kindle

with the smallest spark, and blow up his

' He who does not snd himself disposed to ho

1'10u_1‘ this magnanimity, shou1d reflect, that a right

10_ Edge of mora1 and inte11ectua1 exce11ence is,

wit great absurdity and injustice, arrogated by

him_'_vh0 admires, in a being six feet high, any

qua1ities that he despises in one whose stature does

not exceed six inches..-H.
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. s_1 _ money my
Purse with nme large pieces of gold,’ and

some smaller ones. m l4 ‘f _

£ly comb and silvexz sn¥i£f.l1)ioxe, Tl1; ;i1:i7r?<f.’

fercb‘ef and Journal.book. My scimitar,

p.'sto13: and Pouch, were conveyed in car.

riflges to his maJesty’s stores ; but the rest

In

sequence to th_e emperor, I did not think

honour to discover, and I
?Pf)rehended they might be lost or spoiled,

If ventured them out ofmy possession.

'ZHTi''€‘‘in
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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS.

CHAPTER III.

The Author diverts the Emperor, and /U8

nobility of both sexes, in a very uncommon

manner. The diversions of

Lilliput described. 17l6 Author has his

liberty granted him upon certain condi

tions. ‘

Mi‘ gentleness and good behaviour had

gained so far on the emperor and his court,

and indeed upon the army and people in

general, that I began to conceive hopes of

getting my liberty in a short time. I took

all possible methods to cultivate this fa

vourable disposition. The natives came,

by degrees, to be less apprehensive of any

danger from me, I would sometimes lie

down, and let five or six of them dance on

my head; and at last the boys and girls

would venture to come and play at hide and

seek in my hair. I had now made a good

rogress in understanding and speaking the

anguage. The emperor had a mind one

day to entertain me with several of the

country shows, wherein they exceeded all

nations I have known, both for dexterit '

and magnificence. I was diverted wit

none so much as that of the rope.dancers,

Performed upon a slender white thread, ex

tended about two feet, and twelve inches

_ _ ground; upon which I shall de

sire liberty, with the reader’s patience, to

enlarge a little.

This diversion is only practised by those

U

.A. ,'' '. ' ,_

the Court of

‘A‘'‘-"3"-97’.=.k'.’g-?31''-—,-_'
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terity! for, by contending to excel them

selves and their fellows, they strain so far

that there is hardly one of them who has

not received a fall, and some of them two

or three. I was assured that, a year or

two before my arrival, Flimnap would in

fallibly have broke his neck, if one of the

king’s cushions, that accidently lay on the

grlound, had not weakened the force of his

fa . ,'

There is likewise another diversion,

which is only shown before the emperor

and empress, and first minister, upon par

ticular occasions. The emperor lays on the

table three fine silken threads of six in

ches long; one is blue, the other red, and

the third green. These threads are pro

posed as Erises for those persons whom the

emperor as a mind to distinguish by a pe

culiar mark of his favour. The ceremony

is performed in his majesty’s great chamber

of state, where the candidates are to un

dergo a trial of dexterity, very different

from the former, and such as I have not

observed the least resemblance of in any

other country of the new or old world.

The emperor holds a stick in his hands, both

ends parallel to the horison, while the can

didates advancing, one by one, sometimes

leap over the stick, sometimes creep under

it, backward and forward, several times,

according as the stick is advanced or de

pressed. Sometimes the emperor holds one

end of the stick, and his first minister the

other; sometimes the minister has it en

tirely to himself. Whoever performs his

i
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and Pholds out the

d creeping, is reward
blue.coloured silk; the red is

next, and the green to the

they all wear girt twice round
about :h1i)0"3itdt(g?; s11dt you see few great

is cour w 10 are not adorn
with one of these girdles.

army, and those of the

g been daily led before

would come

0 feet and a half
four other sticks,

each corner about

s8 A ,

square,

and tied them parallel at

two feet from theground ;

handkerchief to the

ect; and extended

tight as the top of

g lel sticks, rising

l)Z‘".q,ls..er
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chie , served as ledges on each side.

When I had fmished my work, I desired

the emperor to let a troop of his best horse,

twenty.four in number, come and exercise

upon this plain. His majesty approved of

the proposal, and I took them up, one by

one, in my hands, ready mounted and arm

ed, with the proper oflicers to exercise them.

As soon as they got into order, they divided

into two parties, performed mock skir

mishes, discharged blunt arrows, drew their

swords, fled and pursued, attacked and re

tired, and in short discovered the best mi

litary discipline I ever beheld. The paral

lel sticks secured them and their horses

from falling over the stage; and the em

peror, was so much delighted, that he or

dered this entertainment to be repeated

several days, and once was pleased to be

lifted up and give the word of command ;

-and with great difliculty persuaded even

the empress herself to let me hold her in

her close chair within two yards of the

stage, when she was able to take a full

view of the whole performance. It was my

good fortune, that no ill accident happened

in these entertainments; only once a fiery

horse, that belon ed to one of the captains,

pawing with his oof, struck a hole in my

handkerchief, and his foot slipping, he over

threw his rider and himself ; but I imme

diately relieved them both, and covering

the hole with one hand, I set down the

troop with the other, in the same manner

as I_took them up. The horse that fell was‘

stramed in the left shoulder, but the rider

‘

'$»-'..............‘’..:‘.-’.'I'-I.'.
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e'}, extendmg its edges round, as wide as

his majesty’s bedchamber, and rising up in

the middle as high as a man .

9
no livmg creature, as they at first appre

hended, for it lay on the grass without mo-

tion; and some of them had walked round

It several times; that, by mounting upon

each other’s shoulders, they had got to the

top, which was flat and even, and, stamp

ilig upon it, they found that it was hollow

within; that they humbly conceived it

might be something belonging to the man

mountain ; and if his majesty pleased, they

[would undertake to bring it with only five

telligence. It seems, upon my first reach

ing the shore after our shipwreck, I was

in such confusion, that before I came to

the place where I went to sleep, my bal,

which I had fastened. with a string to my

head while I was rowing, and had stuck on

all the time I was swimming, fell of’? am’?

I came to land ; the string, as lconiccture,

breaking by some acéiéient, which nc"“
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observed, but thought my hat had been lost

at sea. I entreated his imperial majesty

to give orders it might be brought to me as

soon as possible, describing to him the use

and the nature of it: and the next day the

waggoners arrived with it, but not in a

very good condition; they had bored two

holes in the brim, within an inch and half

of the edge, and fastened two hooks in the

holes ; these hooks were tied by a long cord

to the harness, and thus my hat was dragg

ed along for above half an English mile;

but, the ground in that country being ex

tremely smooth and level, it received less

damage than I expected.

Two days after this adventure, the em

peror, having ordered that part ofhis army

which quarters in and about his metropolis,

to be in readiness, took a fancy of diverting

himself in a very singularmanner. He de

sired I would stand like a Colossus, with

my legs as far asunder as I conveniently

could. He then commanded his general

(who was an old experienced leader, and a

great patron of mine) to draw up the troops

in close order, and march them under me;

the foot by twenty.four a.breast, and the

horse b sixteen, with drums beating, col

ours flymg, and pikes advanced. This body

consisted of three thousand foot, and a

thousand horse. His majesty gave orders,

upon pain of death, that every soldier in

his march should observe the strictest de

cency with regard to my person; which

however could not prevent some of the

y-Jl"iger ofiicers from turning up their eyes



A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. 39

_. as they‘passed under me: and, to confess

the truth, my breeches were at that time

1n so ill a condition, that they afforded

so_me_opportunities for laughter and ad

I had sent so many memorials and peti

tions for my liberty, that his majesty at

length mentioned the matter, first in the

cabinet, and then in a full council; where

it was opposed by none, except Skyresh

Bolgolam, who was pleased, without any

provocation, to be my mortal enemy. But

1
e was at length persuaded to comply ; but

prevailed that the articles and conditions

nP0n which I should be set free, and to

which I must swear, should be drawn up

by himself. These articles were brought

to me by Skyresh Bolgolam in person at

tended by two under.secretaries, and seve

ral persons of distinction. After they were

my own country, and afterwards in the

method prescribed by their laws; which

was, to hold my right foot in my left hand,

and to place the middle finger of my rigM

hand on the crown of my head, aud my

thumb on the tip of my right e9r. But be‘

oause the reader may be cur10l.is to have

some idea of the styguand manner of ex
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pression peculiar to that people, as well as

to know the article upon which I recovered

my liberty, I have made a translation of

the whole instrument, word for word, as

near as I was able, which I here offer to

the public.

u Golbasto Momarem Evlame Gurdilo

Shefin Mully Ully Gue, most mighty em

peror of Lilliput, delight and terror of the

universe, whose dominions extend five

thousand blustrugs (about twelve miles in

circumference) to the extremities of the

globe; monarch ofall monarchs, taller than

the sons of men ; whose feet press down to

the centre, and whose head strikes against

the sun -, at whose nod the princes of the

earth shake their knees; pleasant as the

spring, comfortable as the summer, fruitful

as autumn, dreadful as winter. His most

sublime majesty proposes to the man

mountain, lately arived at our celestial do

minions, the following articles, which, by

iisolemn oath, he shall be obliged to per

orm.
u 1st, The man.mountain shall not de

part from our dominions, without our li

cepse under our great seal.’

‘ 2d, He shall not presume to come into

our metropolis, without our express order;

at which time, the inhabitants shall ha'e

Kw1? hours’ warning to keep within doors.

3<_l, The said man.mountain shall con
fine his walks to our principal high roads,

and not offer to walk, or lie down, in a mea

do1\1v or field of corn.

‘m1, As he walks the said roads, he
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any ofour subjects mto his hands

their own consent.

u 5th, If an express requires extraordi

nary dispatch, the man.mountain shall be

obliged to carry, in his pocket, the messen

days’ journey, once inevery moon, and return the said messenger

required) safe to our imperial
presence.
u 6th, He shall be our ally against our

enemies in the island of Blefuscu,.it and do

his utmost to destroy their fleet, which is

at his time of leisure, be aid

ing and assistmg to our workmen, in he

lping to raise

s covering the
0 e prmcipal park, and our other

ro al buildings.

' In h’ d ' ti 'n ofl,illiput he seems to havehad E7lHll:fl1;!s3(;1<‘)i1¥:.112n1T1edi8.(E1y ,in Yi’11’. l:; 3::

description of Blefuscu, he seems t0ii11cn

People and kingdom of Franc:.—0r'r1"'.i1
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access to our royal person, and other marks

of our favour. Given at our palace at

Belfaborac, the twelfth day of the ninety

first moon of our reign.”

I swore and subscribed to these articles '

with great cheerfuiness and content,

although some of them were not so honour

able as I could have wished; which pro

ceeded wholly from the malice of Skyresh

Bolgolam, the high.admiral: whereupon

my chains were immediately unlocked, and

I was at full liberty. The emperor himself,

in person, did me the honour to be by at

the whole ceremony. I made my acknow

ledgments by prostrating myself at his

majesty’s feet: but he commanded me to

rise; and after many gracious expressions,

which, to avoid the censure of vanity, I
shall not repeat, he added, u that he hoped

I should prove a useful’ servant, and well

deserve all the favours he had already

conferred'upon me, or might do for the

future.”

The reader may please to observe, that,

in the last article of the recovery of my

liberty, the emperor stipulates to allow me

a quantity of meat and drink suflicient for

the support of l724 Lilliputians. Some

time after, asking a friend at court how

they came to fix on that determinate

number, he told me that his majesty’s

mathematicians, having taken the height

of my body by the help of a quadrant, and

findmg it to exceed theirs in the proportion

<_)_f t_wel_ve to one, they concluded from the

sunilarity of their bodies, that mine must

_4.__i._

_'
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contain at least l724- of theirs, and conse

quently would require as much food as

;.;a|s_nec_essary to support that number of

1 i . '

Tm: first request I made, after I had

obtained my libert was, that I might

have license to see ildendo, the metropo

e emperor casil y granted me,

The people had notice by proclamation, of

my design to visit the town. The wall,

which encompassed it, is two feet and a

half high, and at least eleven inches broad,

so that a coach and horses may be driv_eH

very safely round it; and it is flanked with

strong towers attcn feet distance. I

stepped over the great western gate, and

Passed very gently and sideli_ng through

the two principal streets only in my short
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waistcoat, for fear of damaging the roofs

and eaves of the houses with the skirts of

my coat. I walked with the utmost cir

cumspection, to avoid treading on any

stragglers who might remain in the streets ;

although the orders were very strict, that

all people should keep in their houses, at

their own peril. The garret windows and

tops of houses were so crowded with

spectators, that I thought in all my travels

I had not seen a more populous place.

The city is an exact square, each side of

the wall being five hundred feet long.

The two great streets, which run across

and divide it into four quarters, are five

feet wide. The lanes and alleys, which I

could not enter, but only viewed them as I

passed, are from twelve to eighteen inches.

The town is capable of holding five hundred

thousand souls : the houses are from three

to five stories : the shops and markets well

provided.

The emperor’s palace is in the centre of

the city where the two great streets meet.

It is enclosed by a wall of two feet high,

and twenty feet distance from the buildings.

I had his majesty’s permission to step over

this wall; and the space being so wide

between that and the palace, l could easily

view it on every side. The outward court

is a square of forty feet, and includes two

other courts: in the inmost are the royal

apartments, which I was very desirous to

see, but found_it extremely diilicult ; for

the great gates, from one square into

another, were but eighteen inches high,
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till three days after, which I spent in

cutting down with my knife some of the

largest trees in the royal park, about a

hundred yards’ distant from the city. Of

these trees I made two stools, each about

three feet high, and strong enough to hear

my weight. The people having received

aptice a second time, I went again through

on the space between the first and second

court, which was eight feet wide. I then

stepped over the buil ing very convenient

e stories, which were left open on pu_r

P0se, and discovered the most splcnd1d

apartments that can be imagined. There

I saw the empress and the young prmces,

in their several lodgings, with the" cmef

attendants about them. Her 11nPerii11 "L

45
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majesty was pleased to smile very gracious

y u on me, and gaveme out of the window

her and to kiss.

But I shall not anticipate the reader

with further descriptions of this kind,

because I reserve them for a greater work,

which is now almost ready for the press;

containing a general description of this

empire, from its first erection, through a

long series of princes; with a particular

account of their wars and politics, laws,

learning, and religion; their plants ahd

animals ; their peculiar manners and cus. _

toms, with other matters very curious and

useful; my chief design at present being

only to relate such events and transactions

as happened to the public or to myself

during a residence of about nine months in

that empire.

One morning, about a fortnight after I

had obtained my liberty, Reldresal, princi

pal secretary (as they style him) for private

affairs, came to my house attended only by

one servant. He ordered his coach to

wait at a distance, and desired I would

give him an hour’s audience; which I

readily consented to, on account of his

quality and personal merits, as well as of

the many good ofiices he had done me

during my solicitations at court. I offered

to lie down that he might the more con

veniently reach my ear; but he choose

rather to let me hold him in my hand

during our conversation. He began with

complunents on my liberty; said uhe

mlght pretend to some merit in it ;”
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flef‘-mded too much exceeds their imP0rtaucc.
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exce’ed us in number; but the power is

wholly on our side. We apprehend his

imperial highness, the heir to the crown,

to have some tendency towards the high

heels ; at least we can plainly discover that

one of his heels is higher than the other,

which gives him a hobble in his gait.

Now, in the midst of these intestine dis

quiets, we are threatened with an invasion

from the island of Blefuscu, which is the

other great empire of the universe, almost

as large and powerful as this of his majesty.

For as to what we have heard you aflirm, ‘

that there are other kingdoms and states in

the world inhabited by human creatures as

large as yourself, our philosophers are in

much doubt, and would rather conjecture

that you dropped from the moon, or one of

the stars ; because it is certain, that a hun. -

dred mortals of your bulk would in a short

time destroyall the fruits and cattle of his

majesty’s dominions : besides, our histories

of six thousand moons make no mention of

any other re ions than the two rent

empires of Li iput and Blefuscu. hich

two mighty powers have, as I was going to

tell you, been engaged in a most obstinate

war for six.and.thirty moons past. It

began upon the following occasion: it‘ is

allowed on all hands, that the primitive

way of breaking eggs, before we eat them,

was upon the larger end; but his present

malestyfs grandfather, while he was a

‘°90y, gomg to eat an egg, and breaking it
aceor mg to the ancient practice, happen

ed to cut one of his fingers; whereupon

48
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the emperor his father published an edict,

commanding all his subjects, upon great

penalties, to break the smaller end of

their eggs. The people so highiy resent

ed this law, that our histories tell us, there

have been six re llions raised on that ac

count; wherein one em eror lost his life,

andanother his crown. h ' '

tions were constantly fomented by the

monarchs of Blefuscu; and when they

‘were quelled, the exiles always tied for re

fuge to that empire. It is computed that

ambassadors, accusing us of making a

schism in religion, by offending against a

iundamental doctrine of our eat prophet

ustrog in the fifty.fourth c apter of the

Blu‘ndec’ra_l, which is their Alcoran. This

venient end, seems, in my humble opmwn,

to be left to every man’s conscience,_ 0r at

least in the power of the chief maglstr_flte

to determine. 'Now, the Big.endian Hlles

have found so muchDcredit in the emperflr
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of Blefuscu's court, and so much private

‘ assistance and encouragement from their

party here at home, that a bloody war has

been carried on between the two empires

for six.and.thirty moons, with various suc

cess; during which time we have lost forty

capital ships, and a much greater number

of smaller vessels, together with thirty

thousand of our best seamen and soldiers;

and the damage received by the enemy is

reckoned to be somewhat greater than

ours. However, they have now equipped

a numerous fleet, and are just preparing to

make a descent upon us ; and his imperial

majesty, placing great confidence in your

valour and strength, has commanded me

to lay this account of his affairs before you.”

I desired the secretary to present my

humble duty to the emperor; and to let

him know, 1 that I thought it would not

become me, who was a foreigner, to inter

fere with parties; but I was ready, with

the hasard of my life, to defend his person

and state against all invaders.=s”

' Gul1iver, without examinin the subject ofdis

pute, readi1y engaged to defend t e emperoragaiust

nvasion ; because he knew that no such monarch

had a right to invade the dominious of another, i'0r

the propagation of truth.-I.L
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CHAPTER V.

arri'efrom the Em or ofBlqfuscu, and

suefor peace. The 'mper0r’s apartments

0ii fire by accident ; the Author instru

mental in saving the rest ofthe palace.

THE empire of Blefuscu is an island situat

ed to the north.east of Lilliput, from which

it 'is parted only by a channel of eight

hundred yards _wide. I had

cated to his majesty a project I had formed,

of seising the enemy’s whole fleet; which,

as our scouts assured us, lay at anchor in

the harbour, ready to sail with the first fair

wind. I consulted the most experienced

seamen upon the depth of the channel,

which they had often plumbed; who told

me, that in the middle at high.water 1it?

was seventy glumghgfls deep, which is about

six feet of European measure; and the 1'95

of it fifty glumgl1gfis at most. I walkedficz

wards the north.eastniécast, ov°1' agams
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Blefuscu; where, lying down behind a hil

look, I took out my small perspective glass,

and viewed the enemy’s fleet at anchor,

consisting of about fifty men of war, and a

great number of transports: I then came

back to my house, and gave orders (for

which I had a warrant) for a great quantity

of the strongest‘ cable and bars of iron.

The cable was about as thick as packthread

and the bars of the length and si1e of a

knitting.needle. I trebled the cable to

make it stronger, and for the same reason

I twisted three of the iron bars together,

bending the extremities into a hook. Hav

ing thus fixed fifty hooks to asmany cables,

l went back to the north.east coast, and

putting off my coat, shoes, and stockings,

walked into the sea, in my leathem jerkin,

about half an hour before high water. I

waded with what haste I could, and swam

in the middle about thirty yards, till I felt

ground. I arrived at the fleet in less than

half an hour. The enemy was so frighten

ed when they saw me, that they leaped out

of their ships, and swam to shore, where

there could not be fewer than thirty thou

sand souls; I then took my tackling, and,

fastening a hook to the hole at the prow of

each, I tied all the cords together at the

end. While l was thus employed, the

enemydischarged several thousand arrows,

many of which stuck in my hands and face;

and, beside the excessive smart, ve me

much disturbance in my work. It y great

est apprehension was for mine eyes, which

I should have infallibly lost, if I had not
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suddenly thought of an expedient. I kept,

among other little necessaries, a pair of

slgectacles in a private pocket, which, as I

which struck against the glasses of my

spectacles, but without any other effect,

further than a little to discompose them.

I had now fastened all the hooks, and, tak

the boldest part of my enterprise remained.

I therefore let go the cord, and leaving the

ooks fixed to the ships, l resolutely cut

with my knife the cables that fastened the

anchors, receiving about two hundred shots

m my face and hands ; then I took up the

knotted end of the cables, to which my

books were tied, and with great ease drew

fifty of the enemy’s largest men of war

t .

h y had seen me cut the cables, and

thought my design was only to let the ships

run adrift or fall foul on each other: but

when they perceived the whole _fleet mov

ing in order, and saw me Pnlling _at the

end, they set up such a screa_m of grief @n4

espair as it is almost impossible to describe

or conceive. Whennlahad got out of dan
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ger, I stopped awhile to pick out the ar

rows that stuck in my hands and face; and

rubbed on some of the same ointment that

was given me at my first arrival, as I have

formerly mentioned. I then took ofl‘ my

s ectacles, and waiting about an hour, till

9 e tide was a little fallen, I waded through

the middle with my cargo, and arrived safe

at the royal port of Lilliput.

The emperor and his whole court stood

on the shore, expecting the issue of this

great adventure. They saw the ships move

forward in a large half.moon, but could not

discern me, who was up to my breast in

water. .When I advanced to the middle of

the channel, they were yet more in pain,

because I was under water to my neck.

The emperor concluded me to be drowned,

and that the enemy’s fleet was approaching‘

in a hostile manner: but he was soon

eased of his fears; for the channel grow

ing shallower every step I made, I came in

a short time within hearing, and holding

up the end of the cable, by which the fleet

was fastened, I cried in a loud voice,

u Long live the most puissant king of Lilli

put!” This great prince received me at

my landing with all possible encomiums,

and created me a nardac upon the spot,

which is the highest title of honour among

.them.

His majesty desired I would take some

0_fhe_r opportunity of bringing all the rest

of his enemy’s ships into his ports. And

.so unmeasurable is the ambition of princes,

that he seemed to think of nothing less
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than reducing the whole empire ofBlefuscu

into a province, and governin it by a

‘viceroy ; of destroying the ig.endian

exiles, and compelling that people to break

the smaller end of their eggs, by which he

would remain the sole monarch of the

whole world. But I endeavoured to divert

him from this design, by many arguments

firawn from the topics of policy as well as

Justice; and I plainly protested, u that I

would never be an instrument of bringing

a free and brave people into slavery ;” and,

when the matter was debated in council,

‘ 9 wisest part of the ministry were of my

is open bold declaration of mine was

- so opposite to the schemes and politics of

‘his imperial majesty, that he could never

orgive me. He mentioned it in a very art

l' manner at council, where I was told

that some of the wisest appeared at least,

by their silence,. to be of my opinion ; but

others, who were my secret enemies, could

not forbear some expressions which by a

side.wind reflected on me; and from_ this

time began an intrigue between his majesty,

against me, which broke out in less than
. . i‘

and a Jllnt0 of ministers, maliciously bent i

two months, and had like to have ended in

my utter destruction. Of so little weight

are the greatest services to princes, when

Put into the balance with a refusal to gratify

t eir passions. '

About three weeks after this exploit, E

‘ there arrived a solemn embassy fl'0m Ble'

fuscu, with humbg 45offers of a peace;
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which was soon concluded, upon conditions

very advantageous to our emperor, where

with I shall not trouble the reader. There

were six ambassadors, with a train ofabout

five hundred persons : and their entry was

very magnificent, suitable to the grandeur

of their master, and the importance of their

business. When their treaty was finished,

wherein I did them several good oflices by

the credit I now had, or at least appeared

to have, at court, their excellencies, who

were privately told how much I had been

their friend, made mea visit in form. They

began with many compliments upon my

valour and generosity, invited me to that

kingdom in the emperor their master’s

name, and desired me to show them some

proofs of my prodigious strength, of which

they had heard so many wonders ; wherein

I readily obliged them, but shall not trouble

the reader with the particulars.

When I had for some time entertained

their excellencies, to their infinite satis

faction and surprise, I desired they would

do me the honour to present my most

humble respects to the emperor their mas

ter, the renown of whose virtues had so

justly filled the whole world with admira

tion, and whose royal person I resolved to

attend, before I returned to my own coun

try. Accordingly, the next time I had the

honour to see our emperor, I desired his

general license to wait on the Blefuscudian

monarch, which lie was pleased to grant

me, as I could perceive, in a very cold

manner; but could not guess the reason,
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much from each other as any two in

urope, and each nation priding itself up

obliged them to deliver their credentials:

imd make their speech, in the Lilliputian

continual reception of exiles which is

{nutual among them, and from the custom,

in each empire, to send their young

nobility and richer gentry to the other, m

order to polish themselves by seeing the

world, and understanding men and man

ners; there are few persons of distinction,

or merchants, or seamen, who dwell in the

maritime parts, but what can hold conver

sation in both tongues; as I found some

weeks after, when I went to pay _mi'

respects to the emperorof Blefuscu, which,

in the midst of great misfortunes through
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the malice of my enemies, proved a'very

happy adventure to me, as I shall relate

in its proper place.

The reader may remember, that when I

signed those articles upon which I recover

ed my liberty, there were some which I

disliked, upon account of their being too

servile; neither could any thing but an

extreme necessity have forced me to sub

mit. But being now a nardac of the high

est rank in that empire, such ofiices were

looked upon as below my dignity, and the

emperor (to do him justice) never once

mentioned them to me. However, it was

not long before I had an opportunity of

doing his majesty, at least as I then

thought, a most signal service. I was

alarmed at midnight with the cries of many

hundred people at my door; by which,

being suddenly awaked, I was in some

kind of terror. I heard the word burglum

repeated incessantly : several of the

emperor’s court, making their way

through the crowd, entreated me to come

immediately to the palace, where her

imperial majesty’s apartment was on fire,

by the carelessness of a maid of honour,

who fell asleep while she was reading a

romance. I got up in an instant; and

orders being given to clear the way before

me, and it being likewise a moonshine

night, I made a shift to get to the palace

without tramplin on any of the ople. I

found they had a ready applied adders to

the walls of the apartment, and were well

Provided with buckets, but the water was

''..~,h
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at some distance. These buckets were

b arge thimble, and the

poor people supplied me with them as fast

as they could: but the flame was so

violent that they did little good. I might

easily have stifled it with my coat, which

I unfortunately left behind me for haste,

and came away only in my leathem jerkin.

The case seemed wholly desperate and

deplorable; and this magnificent palace

would have infallibly been burnt down to

the ground, if, y a presence of mind

unusual to me, I ad not suddenly thought

of an expedient. I had, the evening

before, drunk plentifully of a most delicious

wine called glimigrim (the Blefuscudians

itflunec, but ours is esteemed the better

sort,) which is very diuretic. By the

luckiest chance in the world, I had not

dischargedmyself ofany partof it, Theheat

I ha ‘ by coming very near the

ames, and by labouring to quench them,

made the wine begin to operate by urine i

which I voided in such a quantity, and

applied so well to the proper plaf.1e8, that

in three minutes the fire was wholly {Ix

tinguished, and the rest of that noble pile,

which had cost so many ages in erecting,

preserved from destruction.

It was now day.light, and I returned to

my house without waiting to congratulate

with the emperor: because, although I had

onea very eminent piece of _service,_yet

I could not tell how his maiesly lnigl"

resent the manner by which I had per}

formed it: for, by the fundamental laws 0
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the realm, it is capital in any person,‘ of

vghat quality soever, to make waterlwithin

t e precincts of the palace. But wasa

little comforted by a message from his
majesty, u that he would give orders to the

grand justiciaiiy for passing my paiigon in

form .” whic however I cou not

oll1itain ; and I was privately assured, that

t e empress conceiving the greatest a -

horrenee of’what I had done, removed to

the most distant side of the court, firmly

resolved that those buildings should never

be repafirtle1d forh her us‘? and, in His preé

sence 0 er 0 ief con dents cou no

forbear vowing revenge. ,

CHAPTER VI.

Of the inhabitants of Lilliput ; their learn

ing, laws, and customs; the manner of

educating their children. The Aulhor’_s

way of li0ing in that country. His vindi

cation of a great lady.

ALTHoUGH I intend to leave thedescription

of this empireto a articular treatise, yet,

in the mean time,‘I am content to gratify

the curious reader with some general

ideas. As the common sise of the natives

is somewhat under six inches high, so

there is an exact proportion in all other

annnals, as well as plants and trees; for

mstance, the tallest horses and oxen are

between four and five inches in height,

'"‘£‘Z'.’*.Z‘‘'—‘——._...__
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ects that are near, I

ut seven feet
some of those in the great

_1'0yal park, the tops whereof I could but

Just reach
with my fist clenched. The

other vegetables are in the same propor

Eo? ; but this I leave to the reader’s imagi

a l011.

l'_ .' neither from the left to the

right, like t
_ he Europeans; nor from the

}’,ight to the left, like the Arabians; nor

rom up to down, hke the Chinese; but

aslant, from one corner of the paper to the

other, like ladies in England.

They bury their dead with their heads

directly downward, because they hold a'i

opinion, that in eleven thousand moons

ey are all to rise again ; in which period

the earth (which they conceive to..be flat)
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will turn upside down, and by this means

they shall, at their resurrection, be found

ready standing on their feet. The learned

among them confess the absurdity of this

doctrine; but the practice still continues,

in compliance to the vulgar.

There are some laws and customs in this

empire very peculiar; and if they were

not so directly contrary to those of my

own dear country, I should be tempted to

say a little in their justification. It is only

to be wished they were as well executed.

The first I shall mention, relates to in

formers. All crimes against the state, are

punished here with the utmost severity;

but, if the person accused makes his

innocence plainly to appear upon his trial,

the accuser is ,immediately put to an

ignominious death; and out of his goods

or lands the innocent person is quadruply

recompensed for the loss of his time, for

the danger he underwent, for the hardship .

of his imprisonment, and for all the

charges he has been at in making his

defence; or, if that fund be deficient, it is

largely supplied by the crown. The emperor

also confers on him some public mark of

his favour, and proclamation is made of

his innocence through the whole city.

They look upon fraud as a greater crime

than theft, and therefore seldom fail to

. Punish it with death ; for they allege, that

care and vigilance, with a very common

understanding, may preserve a man’s

floods from thieves, but honesty has no

fence against superior cunning ; and since
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knave gets the advantage.
remember, when I was once interceding

with the l_ting for a criminal who had

little to say in
th , farther than the common answer,

a different nations had different cus

oms; for confess, I was heartily

ashamed

Although we usually call reward and

punishment the two hinges upon which all

government turns, yet I could never

observe this maxim to be put in ractice

by any nation, except that of illiput.

oever can there bring suflicient proof,

that he has strictly‘ observed the laws of

his country for seventy.three moons, ‘has_a

claim to certain privileges, according to hrs

quality or condition of life, with a propor

tionable sum of money out of a fund

appropriated for that use: he likewise

 

' An act ofg‘afliameflt has been since Pam, by
which some reaches of trust have been made

0.'iPila1.—0r1'g1'na1. .
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acquires the title ofsnilpall, or legal, which

is added to his name, but does not descend

to his posterity. And these people thought

it a prodigious defect of policy among us,

when I told them that our laws were

enforced only by penalties, without any

mention of reward. It is upon this account

that the image of Justice, in their courts

ofjudicature, is formed with six eyes, two

before, as many behind, and on each side

one, to signify circumspection; with a bag

ofgold open in her right hand, and a sword

sheathed in her left, to show she is more

disposed to reward than to unish.

In choosing persons for a l employments,

they have more regard to good morals

than to great abilities; for, since govern

ment is necessary to mankind, they believe

that the common sise of human under

standing is fitted to some station or other;

and that Providence never intended to

make the management of public affairs a

mystery to be comprehended only b a few

persons of sublime genius, of whic there

seldom are three born in an age: but they

suppose truth, justice, temperance, and

the like, to be in every man’s power; the

practice of which virtues, assisted by ex

perience and a goodintention, would qualify

any man for the service of his country,

except where a course of study is required.

But they thought the want of moral vir

tues was so far from being supplied by

superior endowments of the mind, that

empl0yments could never be put into such

da11serous hands as those of persons s0
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qualified; and at least, that the mistakes

' by ignorance, in a virtuous dis

to be corrupt, and who had great abilities

to manage, to multiply, and defend his cor. .

n .

n like manner, the disbelief of a Divine

Providence renders a man incapable of

holding any public station; for, since kings

s_vow themselves to be the deputies of Pro

vidence, the Lilliputians think nothing can

more absurd than for a prince to employ

such men as disown the authority under

In relatmg these and the following laws,

I would only be understood to mean the

original institutions, and not the most

scandalous corruptions, into which these

people are fallen by the degenerate nature

off man. For, as to that infamous practice

0 . . .

tinction by leaping over sticks and creeping

under them, the reader is to observe, that
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received no obligation, and therefore such

a man is not fit to live.

Their notions relating to the duties of

parents and children, differ extremely from

ours. For, since the conjunction of male

and female is founded upon the great law

of nature, in order to profiagate and con

tinue the species, the illiputians will

needs have it, that men and women are

joined together, like other animals, by the

motives of concupiscence; and that their

tenderness towards their young proceeds

from the like natural principle; for which

reason, they will never allow that a child is

under any obligation to his father for be

getting him, or to his mother for bringing

him into the world; which, considering the

miseries ofhuman life, was neither a benefit

in itself, nor intended so by his parents,

whose thoughts, in their love encounters,

were otherwise employed. Upon these, and

the like reasonings, their opinion is, that 1

parents are the last of all others to be

trusted with the education of their own

children ; and therefore they have in every

town public nurseries, where all parents

except cottagers and labourers, are obliged

to send their infants of both sexes to be

reared and educated, when they come to

the age of twenty moons, at which time

they are supposed to have some rudiments

oi docility. These schools are of several

kmds, suited to different qualities, and both

series. They have certain professors well

skilled in preparing children for such a

condition of life as befits the rank of their
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parents, and their own capac' '

as inclinations. I shall first s '

of th male nurs0ries, and then of the fe

presence of a professor, or one of his de

puties; whereby they avoid those early bad

impressions of folly and vice, to which 0ur

children are subject. Their parents are

lowed to kiss the child at meeting and part

ing; but a professor, who always stands by

on those occasions, will not suffer them to

w 1sper, or use any fondling exPressiou6'

E2
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or bring any presents of toys, swectmeats,

and the like. ‘

The pension from each family for the

education and entertainment of a child,

upon failure of due payment, is levied by

the emperor’s ofiicers.

The nurseries for children of ordinary

gentlemen, merchants, traders, and handi

crafts, are managed proportionably after

the same manner ; only those designed for

trades are put out apprentices at eleven

years old; whereas those of persous of

quality continue in their exercises till fif

teen, which answers to twenty.one with us:

but the confinement is gradually lessened

for the last three years.

In the female nurseries, the young girls

of quality are educated much like the males,

only they are dressed by orderly servants

of their own sex; but always in the pre

sence of a professor or deputy, till they

come to dress themselves, which is at five

years old. And if it be found that these

nurses ever presume to entertain the girls

with frightful or foolish stories, or the com

mon follies practised by chambermaids

among us, they are publiclywhipped thrice

about the city, imprisoned for a year, and

banished for life to the most desolate part

or the country. Thus the young ladies are

as much ashamed of being cowards and

tools, as the men, and despise all personal

ornaments, beyond decency and cleanli

pess : _neither did I perceive any difference

m their education made by their difference

of se)*, only that the exercises of the fe
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learning was enjoined them: for their

maxim is, that among people of quality, a

wife should be always a reasonable and

agreeable companion, because she cannot

always be young. When the girls are

twelve years old, which among them is the

marriageable age, their parents or guar

diaus take them home, with great expres

apprcntices are dismissed‘ at seven years

‘old, the rest are kept to eleven.

nual pension, which is as low as possible,

to return to the steward of the nursery a

small monthiy share of their gettmgs, to

bea portion for the child; _and therefore

the burthen of supporting them on the Pub~

lic. As to persons of qui1lity, fl_iey gwe so‘

curity to appropriate a _certain _sui'fl T05’

each child, suitable tE<:) :t3heir condition , a11
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these funds are always managed with good

husbandry and the most exact justice.

The cottagers and labourers keep their

children at home, their business being only

to till and cultivate the earth, and there

fore their education is of little consequence

to the public: but the old and diseased

among them, are supported by hospitals;

for begging is a trade unknown in this

empire.

And here it may, perhaps, divert the

curious reader, to give some account ofmy

domestics, and my manner of living in this

country, during a residence of nine months

and thirteen days. Having a head me

chanically turned, and being likewise forced

by necessity, I had made for myself a table

and chair convenient enou h, out of the

largest trees in the royal par Two hun

dred sempstresses were employed to make

me shirts, and linen for my bed and table,

all of the strongest and coarsest kind they

could get; which, however, they were

forced to quilt together in several folds, for

the thickest was some degrees firmer than

lawn. Their linen is usually three inches

wide, and three feet make a piece. The

sempstresses took my measure as I lay on

the ground, one standing at my neck, and

another at my mid.leg, with a strong cord

extended, that each held by the end, while

a_third measured the length of the cord

with a rule of an inch long. Then they

measured my right thumb, and desired no

more ; for by a mathematical computation,

that twice round the thumb is once round
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the wrist, and so on to the neck and the

waist, and by the help of my old shirt,

which I displayed on the ground before

them for a pattern, they fitted me exactly.

Three hundred tailors were employed in

the same manner to make me clothes; but

they had another contrivance for taking

my measure. I kneeled down, and they

raised a ladder from the ground to my

neck; upon this ladder one of them

mounted, and let fall a plumb.line from my

collar to the floor, which just answered the

length of my coat: but my waist and arms

l measured myself. When my clothes

were finished, which was done in my house

(for the largest of theirs would not have

been able to hold them,) they looked like

the patch.work made by the ladies in

' gland, only that mine were all of a

colour.

I had three hundred cooks to dress my

victuals, in little convenient huts built

about my house, where they and their fami

lies lived, and prepared me two dishes a

iece. I took up twenty waiters in my

and, and placed them on the table: a

waiters above drew up, as I wanted, in a .

very ingenious manner by certain cords, as

we draw the bucket up a well in Europe.

A dish of their meat was a good mouthful,

and a barrel of their liquor a reasonable

draught. Their’ mutton yields t0 0nrs,

E 4
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but their beef is excellent. I have had a

surloin so large, that I have been forced to

make three hits of it; but this is rare. My

servants were astonished to see me eat it,

bones and all, as in our country we do the

leg of a lark. Their geese and turkeys I

usually ate at a mouthful, and I confess

they far exceed ours. Of their smaller

fowl I could take up twenty or thirty at

the end of my knife.

One day his imperial majesty, being in

formed of my way of living, desired u that

himself and his royal consort, with the

young princes of the blood of both sexes,

might have the happiness,” as he was

leased to call it, ‘ of dining with me.”

hey came accordingly, and I placed them

in chairs of state, upon my table, just over

against me with their guards about them.

Flimnap, the lord high treasurer, attended

there likewise with the white staff; and I

observed he often looked on me with a

sour countenance, which I would not seem

to regard, but ate more than usual, in hon

our to my dear country, as well as to fill

the court with admiration. I have some

private reasons to believe, that this visit

trom his majesty gave Flimnap an oppor

tunity of doing me ill oflices to his master.

That minister had always been my secret

enemy, though he outwardly carressed me

more than was usual to the moroseness of

his nature. He represented to the emperor

the low condition of his treasury; that

he was forced to take up money at a great

discount; that exchequer bills would not
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circulate under nine per cent. below par ;

that I had cost his majesty above a million

and a half of sprugs (their greatest gold

coin, about the bigness of a spangle) ; and,

upon the whole, that it would be advisea

ble in the emperor to take the first fair

occasion of dismissing me.”

I am here obliged to vindicate the repu

tation of an excellent lady, who was an

mnocent sufferer upon my account. The

treasurer took a fancy to be jealous of his

wife, from the malice of some evil tongues,

who informed him that her grace had

taken a violent affection for my person:

and the court scandal ran for some time,

that she once came privately to my

lodging. This I solemnly declare to be a

most infamous falsehood, without any

grounds, further than that her grace was

pleased to treat me with all innocent

marks of freedom and friendship. I own

she came often to my house, but always

publicly, nor ever without three more in

the coach, who were usually her sister and

young daughter, and some particular

acquaintance: but this was common to

many other ladies of the court : and I still

appeal to my servants round, whether they

at any time saw a coach at my door, with

out knowing what persons were in it. _ 0i!

those occasions, when a servant had_given

me notice, my custom was to go_imme

diately to the door; and, after pay1ng my

respects, to take up the coach and two

horses very carefully in my hands (f0r,{f

there were six horses, the postillion alwais
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unharnessed four,) and placed them on a

table, where I had fixed a moveable rim

quite round, of five inches high, to prevent

accidents; and l have often had four

coaches and horses at once on my table,

full of company, while I sat in my chair,

leaning my face towards them; and when

I was engaged with one set, the coachmen

would gently drive the others round my

table. I have passed many an afternoon

very agreeably in these conversations.

But I defy the treasurer or his two in

formers (I will name them, and let them

make the best of it) Clustril and Drunlo,

to prove that any erson ever came to me

incognito, except t e secretary Reldresal,_

who was sent by express command of his

imperial majesty, as I have before related.

I should not have dwelt so long upon this

particular, if it had not been a point

wherein the reputation of a great lady is

so nearly concerned, to say nothing of my

own; though I had then the honour to

be a nardac, which the treasurer himself

is not; for all the world knows, that he is

only a glumglum, a title inferior by one

degree, as that of a marquis is to a duke in

England; yet l allow he preceded me in

ri ht of his post. These false informations,

w ich I afterwards came to the knowledge

of by an accident not proper to mention,

made the treasurer show his lady for some

time an ill countenance, and me a worse ;

and although he was at last undeceived

a1ld reconciled to her, yet I lost all credit

with him, and found my interest decline



A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. '7'

very fast with the emperor himself, who

was, mdeed, too much governed by that

favourite.

CHARTER vii.

The Author, being
informed ‘of a design to

accuse him
of high.treason, makes his

BEFoRE I proceed to give an account of

my leaving this kingdom, it may be proper

to inform the reader of a private intrigue,

which had been for two months forming

against me. ,

I had been hitherto, all my life, a

stranger to courts, for which I was un

qualified by the meanness ofmy condition.

had indeed heard and read enough of the

dispositions of great princes and ministers;

ut never expected to have found such

terrible effects of them, in so remote a

country, governed, as I thought, by verY

different maxims from those in Europe.

hen I was just preparing to pay ml‘

attendance on the emperor of Blefuscu, a

considerable person at court (to whom I

had been very serviceable, at a time when

he lay under the highest displeasure of Iiis

imperial majesty) came to my house very

Privately at night, in a close chair, an_d,_

without sending his name, desired admit

tance. The chairmen were dismissed; I

Put the chair, with his lordship in it, hito ml’
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coat.pocket : and, giving orders to a trusty

servant, to say I was indisposed and gone

to sleep, I fastened the door of my house,

placed the chair on the table, according to

my usual custom, and sat down by it.

After the common salutations were over,

observing his lordship’s countenance full

of concern, and inquiring into the reason,

he desired uI would hear him with

patience, in a matter that highiy concerned

my honour and my life.” His speech was

to the following eflect, for I took notes of

it as soon as he left me.

uYou are to know,” said he, uthat

several committees of council have been

lately called, in the most private manner,

on your account; and it is but two days

since his majesty came to a full resolu

tion.
uYou are very sensible that Skyresh

Bolgolam (galbet, or high.admiral) has

been your mortal enemy, almost ever since

your arrival. His original reasons I know

not; but his hatred is increased since

your great success against Blefuscu, by

which his glory as admiral is much ob

scured. This lord, in conjunction with

Flimnap the high.treasurer, whose enmity

against you is notorious on account of his

lady, Limtoc the general, Lalcon the

c_hamberlain, and Balmuff the grand jus

ticiary, have prepared articles of impeach

ment against you, for treason and other

1'.1fl'Pit<'_il crimes.”

_l‘his preface made me so impatient,

“@ing conscious of my own merits and
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me to be silent,

ARTICLE I.

_u Whereas, by a statute made in the

reign of his imperial majesty Calin Deffiir

Plune, it is enacted, that, whoever shall

make water within the precincts of the

royal palace, shall be liable to the pains

and penalties of hi ; notwith

standing the said Flestriu, in

open breach

of extinguish’

by discharge ofhis urine, put out the said fi1'e,ki1)dlQ_<l in

the_ precincts of th

agamst the statute '

etc. against the duty,

ARTICLE II.
u That the said Quinbus Flestrin,havin!,'

brought the imperial fleet of Blefuscu
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into the royal port, and being afterwards

commanded by his imperial majesty to

seise all the other ships of the said empire

of . Blefuscu, and reduce that empiretoa

province, to be governed by a viceroy

from hence, and to destroy and put to

death, not only all the Big.endian exiles,

but likewise all the people of that empire

who would not immediately forsake the

Big.endian heresy; he, the said Flestrin,

like a false traitor against his most

auspicious, serene, imperial majesty, did

petition to be excused from the said

ser'ice, upon pretence of unwillingness to ‘

force the consciences, or destroy the

liberties and lives of an innocent peopled=

ARTICLE III.

uThat, whereas certain ambassadors

arrived from the court of Blefuscu, to sue

for peace in his majesty’s court: he, the

said Flestrin, did, like a false traitor, aid,

abet, comfort, and divert, the said ambas

sadors, although he knew them to be

servants to a prince who was lately al1

open enemy to his imperial majesty, and

in an open war against his said majesty.

Aarrcm IV.

uThat the said Quinbus Flestrin, con

i

1 A lawyer thinks himse1fhonest, it‘ he does the .

best he can for his c1ient; and n statesman, if he

gromotes the interest of his country ; but the Dean '

ere incu1cates a higher notion of ti ht and wrong,

“"i 0bii8auous to a 1arger comm ty.-H. -~
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now preparing to make a voyage to the

court and empire of Blefuscu, for which

he has received only verbal license from

his im_per_ial majesty ; and under colour of

the_said license, does falsely and traitorous

ly mtend to take the sa'

thereby to aid, comfort, and abet the

emperor of Blefuscu,

and m open war with l '

i .

Peachment, it must he confessed that his

of his great

painful and ignominious death, by setting

fire to your house at night; and the

Igreneral was to attend with twenty thousand

en, armed with poisoned arrows, to shoot

0.3''
:3

'!‘ 33(T
-e
o B‘3' ‘UE.

51(D3''.'3
W e'o ''F5’5

5 ‘0 FF

:' to m'E‘to o.:5::5:5
U $that for a long time there was a m§1.i0rit_}'

against you; but his majesty resolving, If

possible, to spare your life, at last brought

offthe chamberlain.
—-i..:.'
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u Upon this incident, Reldresal, princi

pal secretary for private affairs, who always

approved himself your .true friend, was

commanded by the emperor to deliver his

opinion, which he accordingly did; and

therein justified the good thoughts you

have of him. He allowed your crimes to

be great, but that still there was room for

mercy, the most commendable virtue in a

prince, and for which his majesty was so

justly celebrated. .He said, the friendship

between you and him was so well known

to the world, that perhaps the most hon

ourable board might thmk him partial:

however, in obedience to the command he

had received, he would freely offer his

sentiments. That if his majesty, in con

sideration of your services, and pursuant

to his own merciful disposition, would

please to spare your life, and only give

orders to put out both your eyes, he humbly

conceived, that by this expedient justice

might in some measure be satisfied, and

all the ‘world would applaud the lenity of

the emperor, as well as the fair an

generous proceedings of those who have

the honour to be his counsellors. That

the loss of your eyes would be no im edi

ment to your bodily strength, by w ich

y01_i might still be useful to his majesty :

that blindness is an addition to courage,

‘by concealing dangers from us: that the

“Tar you had for your eyes, was the greatest

1hmc11lty in bringing over the enemy’s

fleet ; and it would be sufiicient for you to
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see by the eyes of the ministers, since the

greatest prmces do no more.

uThis proposal was received with the

utmost disapprobation by the whole board.

Bolgolam the admiral could not preserve

his temper, but rising up in fury, said, he

wondered how the secretary durst p

to give his

0 a traitor: that the services you had

performed were, by all true reasons of

state, the great aggravation of your crimes ;

able to extinguish the

_ , might serve, upon the first
discontent, to carry it back: that he had

good reasons to think you were a Big.end

ian in your heart; and as treason begins in

the heart, before it appears in overt.acts, so

he you as a raitor on that account,

u The treasurer was of the same opinion :

he showed to what straits his ma..iesty’s

revenue was reduced, by the charge of

maintaining you, ' h would soon g

insupportable; that the secretary’s ex

pedient of putting out your eyes, _was $0

1‘ remedy against this evil,

would propably increase it,_ 6s is
manifest from the common Prflctico.f’f

' ' kin(i‘of fowls, after which

opinion for preserving the life '
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they fed the faster, and grew sooner fat;

that his sacred majesty and the council,

who are your judges, were, in their own

consciences, fully convinced of your guilt,

which was a suflicient argument to condemn

you to death, without the formal proofs

r uired by the strict letter of the lawak,

1 But his imperial majesty, fully deter

mined against capital punishment, was

graciously pleased to say, that since the

council thought the loss of your eyes too

easy a censure, some other way may be

inflicted hereafter. And your friend the

secretary, humbly desiring to be heard

again, in answer to what the treasurer had

objected, concerning the great charge his

majesty was at in maintaining you, said,

that his excellency, who had the sole

disposal of the emperor’s revenue, might

easily provide against that evil, by gradual

ly lessening your establishment; by which,

for want of sufficient food, you will grow

weak and faint, and lose your appetite,

and consume in a few months; neither

would the stench of your carcass be then

' There is something so odious in whatever is

wrong, that even those whom it does not subject to

gunishment? e-gdfiavoug to go1our it with gain ap

earance o r t' ut t e attem t is we 1

unsuccessful, an ohly betrays a congciousness {if

deforn)it_y by showing a desire to hide it. Thus

the L1lhpuhan court pretended a right to dispense

with the strict letter of the law to ut Gu1liver to

deat!1, though by the strict 1etter of)the 1aw only

hie cou1d be con'icted of a crime ; the intention of

{re} statute not being to suffer the palace rather to

'- burnt than pissed upon.-H. .

'
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so dangerous, when it should become more

than half diminished; and immediately

upon your death five or six thousand of his

majesty’s subjects might, in two or three

days, out your flesh from your bones, take

it away by cart.loads, and bury it in distant

parts to prevent infection, leaving the

skeleton as a monument of admiration to

posterity.

uThus, by the great friendship of the

secretary, the whole affair was compro

mised. It was strictly enjoined, that the

project of starving you by degrees should

be kept a secret; but the sentence of

the admiral, who, being a creature of the

empress, was perpetually instigated by her

majesty to msist upon your death, she

having borne pe etual malice against you,

on account of t at infamous and illegal

method you took to extinguish the fire in

her; apartment.

peachment; and then to signify_the great

enity and favour of his majesty and

council, whereby you are only condemned

to the loss of your eyes, which his majesty

does not question you will gratefully an?

humbly submit to;,and twenty of hii'»

majesty’s surgeons will attend, m order t0
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into the balls of your eyes, as you lie on

the ground. '

u I leave to your prudence what measures

you will take; and to avoid suspicion, I

must immediately return in as privatea

manner as I came.”

His lordship did so; and I remained

alone, under many doubts and perplexitics

of mind. ‘
It was a custom introduced by this

prince and his ministry (very different, as

have been assured, from the practice of

former times,) that after the court had

decreed any cruel execution, either to

gratify the mon:.irch’s resentment, or the.

malice of a favourite, the emperor always

made a speech to his whole council, ex

pressing his great lcnity and tenderness, as

qualities known and confessed by all the

world. This speech was immediately

published throughout the kingdom; nor

did any thing terrify the people so much.’

as those encomiums on his majesty’s

mercy; because it was observed, that the

more these praises were enlarged and

insisted on, the more inhuman was the

punishment, and the sufferer more inno

cent; Yet, as to myself, I must confess,

having never been designed for a courtier,

' either by my birth or education, I was so

ill ajud e of things,. that I could not dis

cover t e lenity and favour of this sen

tence, but conceived it (perhaps erroneous

ly) rather to be rigorous than gentle.

sometnnes thought of standing my trial,

for' amiough I could not deny the facts
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alleged in the several articles, yet I hoped

they w '

trials, which I ever observed to termi

nateas the judges thought fit to direct, I

durst not rely on so dangerous a decision,

m so critical a juncture, and against such

powerful enemies. Once, I was strongly

‘ bent upon resistance; for, while I had

‘ liberty, the whole strength of that empire

could hardly subdue me, and I might easily

with stones pelt the metropolis to pieces;

but I soon rejected that project with hor

\ 1or, by remembering the oath I had made

to the emperor, the favours I received

from him, and the high title of nar_dac he

, conferred upon me. ‘either had I so

'At last, I fixed upon a resolution, for

‘ ,which it is probable I may incur some

censure, and not unjustly; for I confess I

owe the preserving of mine eyes, and

1cousequently my liberty, to my own great

rashness and want of experience ; because,

if I had then known th.e nature of pr111cf..5

and ministers, which I have since observed

in many other courts, and their methods of

treating criminals less obnoxious than my

self, I should, with great alacrity and

readiness, have submitted to so easy a

punishment. But hurried_on by the Pre.I

cipitancy of youth, and having his impcrlfl

‘ majesty’s license ttir gay my ammdance
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upon the emperor of Blefuscu, I took this

opportunity, before the three days were

elapsed, to send a letter to my friend the

secretary, si nifying umy resolution of

setting out t at morning for Blefuscu,

pursuant to the leave I had got; and,

without waiting for an answer, I went to

that side of the island where our fleet lay.

I seised a large man ofwar, tied a cable to

the prow, and, lifting up the anchors, I

stripped myself, put m clothes (together

with my coverlet, which I carried under

my arm) into the vessel, and, drawing it

tpafter me, between wading and swimming

arrived at the royal port of Blefuscu, where

‘the people had long expected me: they

lent me two guides to direct me to the

capital city, which is of the same name.

I held them in my hands, till I came

within two hundred yards of the gate, and
desired them u to signify m arrival to

one of the secretaries, and let im know, I

there waited his majesty’s command.” I

had an answer in about an hour, u that his

ruaJesty, attended by the royal family, and

great officers of the court, was coming out

to receive me.” I advanced a hundred

yards. The emperor and his train alighted

from their horses, the empress and ladies

from their coaches, and l did not perceive

they were in any fright or concern. I lay

0n the ground to kiss his majesty’s and

{Pe em ress’s hands. I told his majesty,

_hdt was come according to my pro

m1se1 and with the license of the emperor

my master, to have the honour of seeing so
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mightyamonarch, and to oflF‘er him any

service in my power, consistent with my

duty to my own prince ;” not mentioning

a word of my disgrace, because I had

hitherto no regular information of it, and

might suppose myself wholly ignorant of

any such design; neither could I reasona

bly conceive that the emperor would dis

cover the secret, while I was out of his

power; wherein, however, it soon appeared

was deceived.

I shall not trouble the reader with the

CHAPTER VIII. '

The Author, by a lucky accident,finds mgmrs

to leave Blq/‘uscu ; and after some d1_'fi1i

vulties, returns safe to his native country.

THREE days after my arrival, walking out k

of curiosity to the north.east coast of the

island, l _

in the sea, somewhat that looked like ii

boat overturned. I pulled ofl1 my 17i0es

and stockings, and, wading two or lhi130

hundred yards, I found the obicct to

approach nearer by force of the tide: and

then plainly saw it to be a real boat, which

supposed might gyésome tomliest have

'

observed, about half a league oft‘
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‘ vice . admiral.

\

been driven from a ship: whereupon I

returned, immediately towards the city,

and desired his imperial majesty to lend me

twenty of the tallest vessels he had left,

after the loss of his fleet, and three thou

sand seamen, under the command of his

This fleet sailed round,

while I went back the shortest way to the

coast. where I first discovered the boat. I

found the tide had driven it still nearer.

The seamen were all provided with cordage,

which I had beforehand twisted to a suf

ficient strength. When the ships came up,

I stripped myself, and waded till I came

within a hundred yards of the boat, after

which I was forced to swim till I got up to

it. The seamen threw me the end of the

cord, which I fastened to a hole in the

fore.part of the bgat, and the other end to

a man of war; but I found all my labour

to little purpose; for, being out of my

depth, I was not able to work. In this

necessity I was forced to swim behind, and

push the boat forward, as often as I could,

( with one ofmy hands; and the tide favour

Qug me, I advanced so far that l could

kust hold up my chin and feel the ground.

rested two or three minutes, and then

gave the boat another shove, and so on,

ti_ll the sea was no higher than my arm

. g1fis; and now the most laborious part

‘ eiPg over, I took out my other cables,

which were stowed in one of the ships,

aml fastened them first to the boat, and

then to nine of the vessels which attended

me; the wind being favourable, the sea
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men towed and I shoved until we arrived

within forty yards ofthe shore ; and wait

ing till the tide was out, I got dry to the

at, and by the assistance of two thousand

men, with ropes and engines, I made _a

shift to turn it on its bottom, and found it

was but little damaged.

l shall not trouble the reader with the

difliculties I was under, by the help of

certain paddles, which cost me ten days

making, to get my boat to the royal port

of Blefuscu, where a mighty concourse of

people appeared upon my arrival, _full of

wonder at the sight of so prodigious a

vessel. I told the em eror u that my good

fortune had thrown t is boat in my way,

to carry me to some place whence I might

return into my native country ; and begged

his majesty’s orders for getting materials

to fit it up, together with his license to

depart,” which, after some kmd expo

lations, he was pleased to grant. _ _

I did very much wonder, ni all this time,

not to have heard of any exprless rel-:ttnig_

to me from our emperor to t e cou_

Blefuscu. But I was afterward g1vfi11

privately to understand, that his unperial

never imagining I had the least

believed I was only
gone to Blefuscu in _

promise, according to the license he had

given me, which was well_known at 0nr

court, and would return m a few day1s,

when the ceremony was ended. But e

was at last in pain at my loug abseno1_’d

and after consulting with thetr‘,’_.‘,sl1Y°1'*""‘

‘majesty, _ _

. ,11oi'.ice of his designs,

performance of my ‘
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the rest of that cabal, a person of quality

was dispatched with the co iy of the articles

against me. This envoy ad instructions

to represent to the monarch of Blefuscu,

uthe great lenity of his master, who was

content to punish me no farther than with

the loss of mine eyes; that I had fled

from justice; and if I did not return in

two hours, I should be deprived ofmy title

of nardac, and declared a traitor.” The
envoy further added, uthat in order to

maintain the peace and amity between

both empires, his master expected that his

brother of Blefuscu would give orders to

have me sent back to Lilliput, bound hand

and foot, to be punished as a traitor.”

The emperor of Blefuscu, having taken '

three days to consult, returned an answer

consisting of many civilities and excuses.

He said, uthat as for sending me bound,

his brother knew it was impossible: that

although I had deprived him of his fleet,

yet he owed great obligations to me for

many good olfices l had done him in

making the peace. That, however, both

their majesty’s would soon be made easy;

for I had found a prodigious vessel on t c

shore, able to carry me on the sea, which

he _had given order to fit up, with my own

assistance and direction ; and he hoped, in

a few weeks, both empires would be freed

from_so insupportable an encumbrance.”

_V\_7ith this answer the envoy returned to

L1ll1lmt; and the monarch of Blefuscu

related to me all that had passed; offering

me at the same time (but under the strict
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est confidence) his gracious protection, if

I would continue in his service; wherein

although I believed him sincere, yet I

resolved never more to put any confidence

in princes or ministers, where I could

possibly avoid it; and therefore, with all

due acknowledgments for his favourable

intentions, I humbly begged tobe excused.

I told him, uthat since fortune, whether

good or evil, had thrown a vessel in my

way, I was resolved to venture myself on

the ocean, rather than be an occasion of

difference between two such mighty mon

all displeased; and I discovered by a cer

tain accident, that he was very glad of my

resolution, and so were most of his minis

ters. ‘

tended; to which the court, impatient to

ave me gone, very readily contributed.

Five hundred workmen were employed to

make two sails to my boat, according to my

directions, by quilting thirteen folds of

their strongest linen together.

the pains of making ropes and cables, by

twisting ten, twenty, or thirty, of the

thickest and strongest of theirs. A great

stone that I happened to find, after a long

search, by the sea.shore, served me for an

anchor. I had the tallow of three hundred

cows, for greasing my boat, and other uses

I was at incredible pains in cutting down

some of the largest timber.trees, for ears

and masts, wherein I was, however, much
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assisted by his majesty’s ship.carpenters,

who helped me in smoothing them, after I

had done the rough work.

In about a month, when all was pre

pared, I sent to receive his majesty’s com

mands, and to takemy leave. The emperor _

and royal family came out of the palace; I

lay down on my face to kiss his hand,

which he very graciously gave me :' so did

the empress and young princes of the

blood. His majestypresented me with fifty

purses of two hundred sprugs a.piece,

together with his picture at full length,

which I put immediately into one of my

gloves, to keep it from being hurt. The

ceremonies at my departure were too

many to trouble the reader _with at this

time.

I stored the boat with the carcases of a

hundred oxen, and three hundred sheep,

with bread and drink proportionable, and

as much meat ready dressed as four hun

dred cooks could provide. I took with me

six cows and two bulls alive, with as many

ewes and rams,'intending to carry them

into my own country, and propagate the

breed ; and to feed them on board, I had a

good bundle of hay, and a bag of corn. I

would gladly have taken a do1en of the

natives, but this was a thing the emperor

w0u_l<_l by no means permit; and, besides

a’ diligent search into my pockets, his

m1w’.‘sty engaged my honour u not to carry

su?-y any of his subjects, although with

their own consent and desire.”

Havmg thus prepared all things as well

i
.¢
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as I was able, I set sail on the twenty

fourth day of September 1701, at six in the

morning; and when I had gone about four

leagues to the northward, the wind bein

t south-east at six in the evening,

escried a small island, about half a

league to the north-west. I advanced for.

ward, and cast anchor on the lee-side of

the island, which seemed to be unin

habited. I then took some refreshment,

and went to my rest. I slept well, and as

I conjecture at least six hours, for I found

the day broke in two hours after I awaked.

It was a clear night. I ate my breakfast

before the sun was up; and heaving

anchor, the wind being favourable, I

steered the same course that I had done

the day before, wherein I was directed by

my cket compass. My intention was to

, if possible, one of those islands

which I had reason to believe lay to the

north-east of Van Diemen’s Land. I

discovered nothing all that day; but upon

the next, about three in the afternoon,

when I had by my com utation made

twenty-four leagues from lefuscu, I des

cried a sail steering to the south-east ; my

course was due east. I hailed her,_.but

could get no answer ; yet I found I gained

upon her, for the wind slaekened. I made

all the sail I could, and in half an hour

she spied me, then hung out her ancient

and discharged at gun. It is not easy to

express the joy I was in, upon the unex

pected hope ofonce more seeing my beloved

country, and the dear pledges I left in it

93
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The ship slackened her sails, and I came

up with her between five and six in the

evening, September 26th; but my heart

leaped within me to see her English

colours. I_put my cows and sheep into my

coat.pocket, and got on board with all my

little cargo of provisions. The vessel was

an English merchantman, returning from

Japan by the North and South seas; the

' captain, Mr. John Biddel of Deptford, s

very civil man, and an excellent sailor.

We were now in the latitude of 30

degrees south ; there were about fifty men

in the ship; and here I met an old comrade

of mine, one Peter Williams, who gave

me a good character to the captain. This

gentleman treated me with kindness, and

desired I would let him know what place

I came from last, and whither I was

bound ; which I did in a few words, but he

thought I was raving, and that the dangers

I had underwent had disturbed my head;

whereupon I took my black cattle and

sheep out ofmy pocket, which, after great

astonishment, clearly convinced him ofmy

veracity. I then showed him the gold

the emperor of Blefuscu,

together with his majesty’s picture at full

length, and some other rarities of that

country. I gave him two purses of two

hundred s rugs each, and promised, when

we arriv in England, to make him a pre

sent of a cow and a sheep big with young.

I shall not trouble the reader with a

' Particular account of this voyage, which

was very prosperous for the most part.

“'e arrived in the Downs on the l3th of

94
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feared the contrary : neither could I possi

bly have preserved them in so long a

voyage, if the captain had not allowed me

some of his best biscuit, which, rubbed to

powder, and mingled with water, was their

constant food. The short time I continued

' , I made a considerable profit
by showing my cattle to many persons of

quality and others : and before I began my

second voyage, I sold them for six hundred

pounds. Since my last return I find the

breed is considerably increased, especially

Ehtihsheep, which I hope will prove much

0 e advantage of the woollen manufac

re, by the fineness of the fleeces.

I stayed but two months with my wife

and family, for my insatiable desire of

seeing foreign countries, would suffer me

to continue no longer. I left fifteen hun

fired pounds with my wife, and fixed her

and art in oods in ho es to improve my
fortilhes. hgfy eldest unlhle John had left

me an estate in land, near Eppings 0f

about thirty pounds a.year ; and I had a

long lease of the Black Bull m Fetter

Lane, which yielded me as much more;
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so that I was not in any danger of leaving

my family upon the parish. My son

Johnny, named so after his uncle, was at

the grammar.school, and a towardly child.

My daughter Betty (who is now well mar

ried, and has children) was then at her

needle.work. I took leave of my wife,

and boy and girl, with tears on both sides,

and went on board the Adventure, a mer

chant ship of three hundred tons, bound

for Surat, captain John Nicholas, of

Liverpool, commander. But my account

of this voyage must be referred to the

second part ofmy travels.
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~

CHAPTER I.

A great storm described ; the long boat sent

to fetch water ; the Author goes with it to

discover the country. He is left on shore,

is seized by One of the natives, and carried

to afarmer’s house. His reception, with

several accidents that happened there. A

description Qfthe inhabitants.

_ ad a very prosperous ale,
till we arrived at the Cape of Good l-fope,

where we landed for fresh water; but

discovermg a leak, ‘we unshipped opr g00_ds,

and wintered there; for the captam fallmg

sick of an ague, we could not leave the

Cave till the end of March. We then 9945

. . G
Von. I
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sail, and had a good voyage till we passed

the Straits of Madagascar ; but having got

northward of that island, and to about five

degrees south latitude, the winds, which

in those seas are observed to blow a con

stant equal gale between the north and

west, from the beginning of December to

the beginning of May, on the l9th of

April began to blow with much greater

violence, and more westerly than usual,

continuing so for twenty days together:

during which time, we were driven a little

to the east of the Molucca Islands, and

about three degrees northward of the line,

as our captain found by an observation he

took the 2d of May, at which time the

wind ceased, and it was a perfect calm,

whereat I was not a little rejoiced. But

he, being a man well experienced in the

navigation of those seas, bid us _all prepare

against a storm, which accordingly hap

pened the day following: for the southern

wind, called the southern monsoon, began

to set in.

Finding it was likely to overblow, we

took in our sprit.sail, and stood by to hand

the fore.sail; but, making foul weather,

we looked the guns were all fast and hand

ed the misen. The ship lay very broad

ofl1, so we thought it better spoonin before

the sea, than trying or hullin . \ e reefed
the fore.sail and set him, andihauled aft the

fore.sheet; the helm was hard a.weather.

The ship wore bravel . \Ve belayed the

fore down.haul ; but the sail was split, and

we hauled down the yard, and got the sail
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into the ship, and unbound all the things

clear of it. ‘

helped the man at the helm.

We would not get down our top.mast, but

l tand, because she scudded before

the sea very_ well, and we knew that the

g aloft, the ship was the
wholesomer, and made better way through

the sea,. seeing we had sea.room. When

the storm was over, we set fore.sail and

main.sail, and brought the ship to. Then

we set the mi1en, main.top.sail, and the

fore top.sail. Our course was east.north

east, the wmd was at south.west. We got ‘

weather.braces and lifts ; we set in the lee

braces, and hauled forward by the weather

bowlings, and hauled them tight, and be

layed them, and hauled over the misen

tack to windward, and kept her full and by

as near as she would lie. ‘

During this storm, which was followed

by a strong wind west.s0uth.west, we were

carried, by my computation, about five

hundred leagues to the east, so that the

oldest sailor on board could not tell in_what

Our provisions
eld out well, our ship was staunch, and

our crew all in good health ; but we lay m

the utmost distress for water. We thought

it best to hold on the same ‘course, rafiher

l an turn more northerly, which might

have brought us to the north west part 0l'

Great Tartary, andéngo the Frosen Sea
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On the l6th day of June, l703, a boy on

the top.mast discovered land. On the l7th,

we came in full view of a great island, or

continent (for we knew not whether ;) on

the south side whereof was a small neck of

land jutting out into the sea, and a creek

too shallow to hold a ship of above one

hundred tons. We cast anchor within a

league of this creek, and our captain sent

a dosen of his men well armed in the long

boat, with vessels for water if any could

be found. I desired his leave to go with

them, that I might see the country, and

make what discoveries I could. When we

came ‘to land, we saw no river or spring,

nor any sign of inhabitants. Our men

therefore wandered on the shore to find

out some fresh water near the sea, and I

walked alone about a mile on the other

side, where I observed the country all

barren and rocky. I now began to be

weary, and seeing nothing to entertain my

curiosity, I returned gently down towards

° the creek; and the sea being full in my

view, I saw our men already ot into the

boat, and rowing for life to t e ship.

was going to holla, after them, although it

had been to little purpose, when I observed

a huge creature walking after them in the

sea, as fast as he could: he waded not

n!u_ch deeper than his knees, and took pro

digious strides : but our men had the start

of hnn half a league, and, the sea there

abouts being full of sharp.pointed rocks,

the monster was not able to overtake the

boat. This I was afterwards told, for I
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durst not stay to see the issue of the adven

ture; but ran as fast as I could the way I

first went, and then climbed up a steep

' , which gave me some prospect of the

country. I found it fully cultivated; but

that which first su rised me was the length

of the grass, whic , in those grounds that

seemed to be kept for hay, was about

twenty feet high.

I fell into a high road, for so I took it to

be, though it served to the inhabitants

only as a foot.path through a field of bar

ley. Here I walked on for some time, but

could see little on either side, it being new

near harvest, and the corn rising at least

forty feet. I was an hour walking to the

end of this field, which was fenced in with

a hedge of at least one hundred and twenty

feet high, and the trees so lofty that I could

make no computation of their altitude.

There was a stile to pass from this field

into the next. It had four steps, and a

stone to cross over when you came to the

uppermost. It was impossible for me to

climb this stile, because every step was six

feet high, and the upper stone about

twenty. I was endeavouring to find some

gap in the hedge, when I discovered one

of the inhabitants in the next field, advanc

ing towards the stile, of the same sipe with

him whom I saw in the sea pursumg our

boat. He appeared as tall as an ordinary

spire steeple, and took about ten yards at

every stride, as near as I could guess. I

was struck with the utmost fear and_aston

ishment, and ran % 3hide myself In the
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corn, whence I saw him at the top of the

stile looking back into the next field on the

right hand, and heard him call in a voice

many degrees louder than a speaking.trum

pet: but the noise was so high in the air,

that at first I certainly thought it was

thunder. Wherenpon seven monsters,

like himself, came towards him with reap

ing.hooks in their hands, each book about

the largeness of six scythes. These people

were not so well clad as the first, whose

servants or labourers they seemed to be ;

for, upon some words he spoke, they went

_ to reap the corn in the field where I lay.

I kept from them at as great a distance as

I could, but was forced to move with ex

treme difiiculty, for the stalks of the corn

were sometimes not above a foot distant,

so that I could hardly squeese my body

betwixt them. However I made a shift

to go forward, till I came to a part of the

field where the corn had been laid by the

rain and wind. Here it was impossible for

me to advance a step; for the stalks were

so interwoven, that I could not creep

through, and the boards of the fallen cars

so strong and pointed, that they pierced

through my clothes into my flesh. At the

same time I heard the reapers not above a

h_un_di_'ed yards behind me. Being quite

dispirited with toil, and wholly overcome

by grief and despair, I lay down between

two ridges, and heartily wished I might

there e')d ml’ days. I bemoaned my deso

late widow and fatherless children. I

Rmented my own folly and wilfuiness, in

'.-‘
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attempting a second voyage, against the

advice of all my friends and relations. In

this terrible agitation of mind, I could not

forbear thinking of Lilliput, whose inhabi

tants looked upon me as the greatest pro

digy that ever appeared in the world;

where I was able to draw an imperial fleet

in my hand, and perform those other

actious, which will be recorded for ever in

the chronicles of that empire, while pos

terity shall hardly believe them, although

attested by millions. I reflected what a

mortification it must prove to me, to ap

pear as inconsiderable in this nation, as

one single Lilliputian would be among us.

But this I conceived was to be the least of

my misfortunes; for, as human creatures

are observed to be more savage and cruel

in proportion to their bulk, what could I

expect but to be a morsel in the mouth of

the first among these enormous barbarians

that should happen to seise me ? Undoubt

edly philosophers are in the right, when

they tell us that nothing is great or little

otherwise than by comparison. It might

have pleased fortune, to have let the

Lilliputians find some nation, where the

people were as diminutive with respect to

them, as they were to me. And who kn0w-11

but that even this prodigious race of mor

tals might be equally overmatched in some

distant part of the world, whereofwe have

yet no discovery.

Scared and confounded as I was, I could

not forbear going on with these reflections,

when one of the Griapers, approaching
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within ten yards of the ridge where I lay,

made me apprehend that with the next

step I should be squashed to death under

his foot, or cut in two with his reaping

hook. And therefore, when he was again

about to move, I screamed as loud as fear

could make me: whereupon the huge

creature trod short, and, looking round

about under him for some time, at last

espied me as I lay on the ground. He

considered awhile, with the caution of one

who endeavours to lay hold on a small

dangerous animal in such a manner that

it shall not be able either to scratch or bite

him, as I myself have sometimes done

with a weasel in England. At length he

ventured to take me behind, by the middle,

between his fore.finger and thumb, and

brought me within three yards of his eyes,

that he might behold my shape more per

fectly. I guessed his meaning, and my

good fortune gave me so much presence of

mind, that I resolved not to struggle in

the least as he held me in the air above

snrty feet from the ground, although he

Brievously pinched my sides, for fear I

should slip through his fingers. All I

ventured was to raise mine eyes towards

the sun, and place my hands together in a

supplicating posture, and to speak some

words m an humble melancholy tone, suit

able to the condition I then was in: for I

apprehended every moment that he would

dash me against the ground, as we usually

do any little hateful animal, which we
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,»-,,_.---,,-.....'_-__. have a mind to destroyak But my good

star would have it, that he appeared pleased

with my voice and gestures, and began to

look upon me as a curiosity, much wonder

glitghto hfiaime [)r{)({1011nCe articulate words,

oug e cou not understand them.

In the mean time I was not able to forbear

gr)aning and shedding tears, and turning

E11y head towlzlirds 1I1Iy sides letting him

ow, as we as could, ow cruelly I

was hurt by the pressure ot' his thumb and

finger. He seemed to apprehend my

Icfleizn11ii1g; for, lifting up the lappet of his

0-'*1,_ e pu me gently into it, and im

mediately ran along with me to his master,

Ea'1ho was a Is11lbs<tiagtial farmer,h agdldthe

me person ia rst seen int e e .

The farmer having (as I suppose by their

folk) received such an account of me as

his servant could give him, took a piece of

a small straw, about the sise of a walking;

stafl‘, and therewith lifted u the lappets

of my coat; which it seems he thought to

be some kind of covering that nature had

B1lti1-ltme. He l;,lew mfy hairsI_%sldel:0dtall1<_e

8 er view 0 in ace. e ca e is

hinds about him, gnd asked them, as I

aflerwards learned, u Whether they had

" Our inattention to the fe1icity of seusiti'e be

ings, mere1y because they are sma11 is here forci

b1y reprovcd : many have wantoniy crushed an

iusect, who wou1d shudder at cutting the throat of

_ ado ; but it shou1d a1ways be remembered9 ih3*

the eastof these,

1 In mortal sufferance feels a pang as 31e8-K

As when a giant dies.’-H.
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ever seen in the fields any little creature

that resembled me ?” He then placed me

softly on the ground upon all fours, but I

got immediately up, and walked slowly

backward and forward, to let those people

see I had no intent to run away. They all

sat down in a circle about me, the better

to observe my motions. I pulled ofl‘ my

hat, and made a low bow towards the

farmer. I fell on my knees, and lifted up

my hands and eyes, and spoke several

words as loud as I could: I took a purse

of gold out of my pocket, and humbly pre

sented it to him. He received it on the

Balm of his hand, then applied it close to

is eye to see what it was, and afterwards

turned it several times with the point of a

pin (which he took out of his sleeve,) but

could make nothing of it. Whereupon I

made a sign that he should place his hand

on the ground. I then took the purse, and,

opening it, poured all the gold into his

palm. There were six Spanish pieces of

four pistoles each, beside twenty or thirty

smaller coins. I saw him wet the tip of

his little finger upon his tongue, and take

up one of my largest pieces, and then an

other; but he seemed to be wholly ignorant

what they were. He made me a sign to

Put them again into my purse, and the

I)urs<_! again into my pocket, which, after

_0ffering it to him several times, I thought

best to do.

The farmer, by this time, was convinced

I must be a rational creature. He spoke

often to me ; but the sound of his voice

i
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pierced my ears like that of a water.mill,

yet his words were articulate enough. I

answered as loud as I could in several lan

guages, and he often laid his ear within

two yards of me: but all in vain, for we

were wholly unintelligible to each other.

He then sent his servants to their work,

and taking his handkerchief out of his

ket, he doubled.and spread it on his

left hand, which he placed fiat on the

ground with the palm upward, making me

a sign to step into it, as I could easily do,

for it was not above a foot in thickness. I

thought it my part to obey, and, for fear of

falling, laid myself at full length upon the

handkerchief, with the remainder ofwhich

he lapped me up to the head for further

security, and in this manner carried me

home to his house. There he called his

wife, and showed me to her; but she

screamed and ran back, as women in

England do at the sight of a toad or_ a

spider. However, when she had awhile

seen my behaviour, and how well I 0b

served the signs her husband made, she

was soon reconciled, and by degree?' Brew

extremely tender of me.

It was about twelve at noon, and a ser

vant brought in dinner. It was only one

substantial dish of meat (fit for the plam

condition of a husbandman,) in a ilish_of

about four.and.twenty feet diameter. 'l_he

company were, the farmer and his wif9s

three children, and an old grandmother

When they were sat down, the f_arIner

placed me at some distance from hnn on
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the table, which was thirty feet high from

the floor. l was in a terrible fright, and

kept as far as I could from the edge, for

fear of falling. The wife minced a bit of

meat, then crumbled some bread. on a

trencher, and placed it before me. I made

her a low bow, took out my knife and fork,

and fell to eat, which gave them exceeding

deli ht.

sma dram cup, which held about two

gallons, and filled it with drink ; I took up

the vessel with much difficulty in both

hands, and in a most respectful manner

drank to her ludyship’s health, ex ressiug

the words as loud as I could in glish,

which made the company laugh so heartily, .

that I was almost deafened with the noise.

This liquor tasted like a small cider, and

was not unpleasant. Then the master

made me a sign to come to his trencher

side; but as I walked on the table, being

1n great surprise all the time, as the indul

gent reader will easily conceive and excuse,

happened to stumble against a crust, and

fell flat on my face, but received no hurt.

I got up immediately, and observing the

g00d people to be in much concern, l took

my hat (which l held under my arm out of

§00d manners,) and waving it over my

ead, made three hussas, to show I had

g0t no mischief by my fall. But advancing

forward towards my master (as I shall

henceforth call him,) his youngest son,

zvh0 sat next to him, an arch boy of about

be’; years old_, took me up b the legs, and

9 <1 me so high .in the air, that l trembled

"'-¢'- ‘ .,_.

The mistress sent her maid for a .

U0‘:i
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. understand, as well as l

every limb: but his father snatched me

from him, and at the same time gave him

such a box on the left ear, as would have

felled an European troop of horse to the

earth, ordering him to be taken from the

table. But being afraid the boy might owe

me a spite, and well remembering how

mischievous all children among us natu

rally are to s rrows, rabbits, young kittens,

and puppy ogs, I fell on my knees, and

pomtmg to the boy, made my master to

could, that I
desired his son might be pardoned. The

father complied, and the lad took his seat

again, whereupon I went to him, and kissed

his hand, which my master took, and made

him stroke me gently with it.

In the midst of dinner, my mistress’s

favourite cat leaped into her lap, I heard a

noise behind me like that of a dosen stock

ing.weavers at work ; and turningmy head,

I found it proceeded from the urrin_g of

that animal, who seemed to be t ree tnnes

larger than an ox, as I computed by the

view of her head, and one of her paws,

while her mistress was feeding and stroking

her. The fierceness of this creature’s

countenance altogether discomposed me;

though I stood at the further end of the

table, above fifty feet off; and althfl11 h

my mistress held, her fast, for fear a e

might give a spring, and seise me in her

talons. But it happened there was _no

danger, for the cat took not the least notice

of me, when my master placed me w1thi11

three yards of her. And as I have been
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always told, and found true by experience

in my travels, that flying or discovering

fear before a fierce animal, is a certain way

to make it pursue or attack you, so I re

solved, in this dangerous juncture, to show

no manner of concern. I walked with

intrepidity five or six times before the very

head of the cat, and came within half a

yard of her; whereupon she drew herself

back, as if she were more afraid of me: I

had less apprehension concerning the dogs,

whereof three or four came into the room

as it is usual in farmers’ houses; one of

which was a mastiff, equal in bulk to four

elephants, and a greyhound, somewhat

taller than the mastiff, but not so large.

When dinner was almost done, the nurse

came in with a child of a year old in her

arms, who immediately spied me, and

began a squall that you might have heard

from London.Bridge to Chelsea, after the

usual oratory of infants, to get me for a

plaything. The mother, ‘out of pure in

dulgence, took me up, and put me towards

the child, who presently seised me by the

middle, and got my head into his month,

where I roared so loud that the urchin

_was frighted, and let me drop, and I should

mfalhbly have broke my neck, if the

mother had not held her apron under me.

The nurse, to quiet her babe, made use of

a rattle which was a kind of hollow vessel

filled with great stones, and fastened bya

cable to the child’s waist: but all in vain ;

:0 that she was forced to apply the last

emedy by givmg it suck. I must confess
_..E
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sight of her monstrous breast, which I

cannot tell what to compare with, so as to

give the curious reader an idea of its bulk,

shape, and colour. ' It stood prominent six

feet, and could not be less than sixteen in

' The nipple was about half
the bigness of my head, and the hue both

of that and the dug, so varied with spots,

pimples, and freckles, that nothing could

appear more nauseous: for I had anear

sight of her, she sitting down, the more

conveniently to give suck, and I standing

on the table. This made me reflect upon

' the fair skins of our English ladies, who

appear so beautiful to us, only because they

are of our own sise, and their defects not

to be seen but through a magnifying glass;

w ere we find by experiment that the

smoothest and whitest skins look rough,

and coarse, and ill.coloured.

I remember, .when l was at Lilliput, the

complexion of those diminutive people

appeared to me the fairest in the world;

and talking upon this subject with a person

of learning there, who was an intimate

friend of mine, he said that my face ap

eared much fairer and smoother when

e looked on me from the ground, than_ it

.did upon a nearer view, when I took him

up in my hand, and brought hnn close,

which he confessed was at first a ve_r}'

shocking sight. He said, uhe could dis

cover great holes in my skin; that the

stumps ofmy board were ten tnnes stronger

than the bristles of a boar, and my c0ln
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plexion made up of several colours alto

gether disagreeable :” although I must

beg leave to say for myself, that I am as

fair as most of my sex and country, and

very little sun.burnt by all my travels. On

the other’ side, discoursing of the ladies in

that emperor’s court, he used to tell me,

uone had freckles, another too wide a

mouth, a third too large a nose ;” nothing

of which I was able to distinguish. I con

fess, this reflection was obvious enough;

which, however, I could not forbear, least

the reader might think those vast creatures

were actually deformed: for I must do

them the justice to say, they are a comely

race of people, and particularly the features

of my master’s countenance, although he

were but a farmer when I beheld him

from the height of sixty feet, appeared

very well proportioned.

When dinner was done, my master went

out to his labourers, and, as I could dis

cover by his voice and gesture, gave his

wife a strict charge to take care of me. I

was very much tired, and disposed to sleep,

which my mistress perceiving, she put me

on her own bed, and covered me with a

clean white handkerchief, but larger and

coarser than the main.sail of a man of

war.

I slept about two hours, and dreamt l

was at home with my wife and children,

which aggravated my sorrows when I

awoke, and found myself alone in a vast

ro_om' between two and three hundred feet

""le, and above two hundred high, lying
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sides, and one of them held his fore.feet at

Iuy collar; but I had the good fortune to

rip up his belly, before he could do me any

mischief. He fell down at my feet; and

the other, seeing the fate of his comrade,

made his escape, but not without one good

wound on the back, which I gave him as

he tied, and made the blood run trickling

from him. After this exploit, I walked

gently to and fro on the bed, to recover

my breath and loss of spirits. These crea

tures were of the si1e of a large mastiff, but

infinitely more nimble and fierce ;_ so that

if I had taken ofl‘ my belt before I went

to sleep, I must have infallibly been torn

to ieces and devoured. I measured the

tai of the dead rat, and found it to be two

' This is a Liscostustim provincia1ism.—N

VoL. I. ‘
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yards long, wanting an inch ; but it went

against my stomach to drag the carcass

of!1 the bed, where it lay still bleeding; I

observed it had yet some life, but with a

strong slash across the neck, I thoroughly

dispatched it.
Soon after my mistress came into the

room, who seeing me all bloody, ran an

took me up in her hand. I pointed to_the

dead rat, smiling, and making other sigus

to show I was not hurt; whereat she wa6

extremely rejoiced, calling the maid to

take up the dead rat with a pair of tongs,

and throw it out of the window. Then she

set me on a table, where I showed her my

hanger all bloody, and wiping it on the

lappet of my coat, returned it to the scab

bard. I was pressed to do more than one

thing which another could not do for me,

and therefore endeavoured to make I3y

mistress understand, that I desired to be

set down on the floor; which after she had

done, my bashfuiness would not suffer _me

to express myself farther, than by pointing

to the door, and bowing several times, The

good woman, with much difliculty, at last

perceived what I would be at, and taking

me up again in her hand, walkedinw the

garden, where she set me down. I went on

one _side about two hundred yards, and bec

kfming to her not to look or to follow me, I

hid myself between two leaves of sorrel,

and there discharged the necessities of

nature.
I h0pe_the gentle reader will excuse me

fior dwelling on these and the like particu
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is thoughts and imagination, and apply

them to the benefit of public as well as

private life, which was my sole design

presenting this, and other accounts of my

travels, to the world ; wherein I have been

chiefly studious of truth, without affecting

any ornaments of learning or of style.

But the whole scene of this voyage made

so strong an impression on my mind, and

is so deeply fixed in my memory, that in

committing it to paper l did not omit one

and trifling, whereof travellers are often,

perhaps not without justice, accused.

~_

CHAPTER I I.

A descr (ion of the Farmer’s Dtwgllf¢’f

The /Zithor carried to a market.t0t_im,

and then. to the metropolis. The pai'¢ic‘1l

lars ofhisjourney.

MY mistress had a daughterofnine years old,

a child of towardly parts for her age, very

dexterous at her needle, and skilful in dress

ing her baby. Her mother and she con

trived to fit up the baby’s cradle for me

against night: the ciil1dée w1isPn3intoa small
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drawer of a cabinet, and the drawer placed

upona hanging shelf for tear of the rats.

This was my bed all the time I staid with

those people, though mademore convenient

by degrees, as I began to learn theirlanguage

and make my wants known. This young

girl was so handy, that after I had once or

twice pulled ofl’ my clothes before her, she

was able to dress and undress me, though I

never gave her that trouble when she would

let me do either myself. She made me seven

.. shirts, and some other linen, of as fine cloth

as could be got, which indeed was coarser

than sackcloth; and these she constantly

washed for me with her own hands. She

was likewise my school.mistress, to teach

me the language: when I pointed to any

thing, she told me the name of it in her

own tongue, so that in a few days

was able to call for whatever I had

a mind to. She was very good.natured,

and not above forty feet high, being little

for her age. She gave me the name of

Grildrig, which the family took up, and

afterwards the whole kingdom. The word

Imports what the Latins call i1onimculus.

the Italians /iomunceletion and the English

nu1nnikin. To her I chiefly owe my pre

servation in that country : we never parted

while I was there; I called her my Glam

dalclstck, or little nurse; and should be

_ of great ingratitude, if I omitted

this pnourable mention of her care and

nl_fecti_on towards me, which I heartily

u"1h it lay in my power to requite as she

deserves, mstead of being the innocent,
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It now began to be known and talked of

in the neighbourhood, that my master had

ound a strange animal in the field, about

e bigness of a splacnuck, but exactly

pedin every part like a human creature ;

which it llkewise imitated in all its actions;

seemed to speak in a little language of its

Another farmer, who lived hard by, and

was a particular friend ofmy master, came

on a visit on purpose to inquire into the

truth of this story. I was immediately

produced, and placed upon a table, where

walked as I was commanded, drew my

hanger, put it up again, made my reverence

to my master’s guest, asked him in his own

language how he did, and told him he u_ias

welcome, just as my little nurse had m

structed me. This man, who was old and

dim.sighted, put on his spectacles to behold

me better; at which I could not forbear

laughing very heartily, for his eyes appear

ed like the full moon shining mto a

chamber at two windows, Our pe9ple,

who discovered the cause of my mirth,

bore me company in laughing, at whwh

the old fellow was fool enough to be angry

and out of countenance. He had the

character of : grelaltsmiser; and, to my
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misfortune, be well deserved it, by the

cursed advice he gave my master, to_ show

me as a sight upon a market day in the

next town, w
about two.and_twenty miles from our house.

I guessed there was some mischief con

triviug, when I observed my master and

his friend whispering long together, some

times pointing at me ; and my fears made

me fancy that I overheard and understood

some of their words. But the next mormng

Glumdalclitch, my little nurse, told me,

the whole matter, which she had cunningly

picked out from her mother. The poor

girl laid me on her bosom, and fell a weep

ing with shame and grief. Seeapprehended

some mischief would happen to me from

rude vulgar folks, who might squeese me

to death, or break one of my limbs by

taking me in their hands. She had also

observed how modest I was in my nature,

how nicely I regarded my honour, and

what an indignity I should conceive it, to

be exposed for money as a public s ectacle,

to the meanest of the people. he said,

her papa and mamma had promised that

Grildrig should be hers; but now she

found they meant to serve her as they

did last year, when they pretended t_0

Bive her a lamb, and yet, as soon as it

was fat, sold it to a butcher. For my

own part, I may truly afiirm, that I was

less concerned than my nurse. I had a

otroug hope, which never left me, that I

sh0uld_one day recover my liberty: and as

to the'ign01niuy of being carried about for

hich was half an hour’s riding .

i.._—,__—'i—,41,
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a monster, I considered myself to be a

perfect stranger in the country, and that

such a misfortune could never be charged '

upon me as a reproach, if ever I should

return to England ; since the king ofGreat

Britain himself, in my condition, must

have undergone the same distress.

My master, pursuant to the advice of

his friend, carried me in a box the next

market.day to the neighbouring town, and

took along with him his little daughter,

my nurse, upon a pillion behind him.

The box was close on every side, with a

little door for me to go in and out, and a

few gimlet holes to let in air. The girl

had been so careful as to put the quilt of

her baby’s bed into it, for me to lie down

on. However, I was terribly shaken and

discomposed in this journey, though it was

but of half an hour: for the horse went

about forty feet at every step, and trotted

so high, that the agitation was equal to

the..rising and falling of a ship in a great

storm, but much more frequent- Our

journey was somewhat further than from

London to St. Alban’s. My master alight

at an inn which he used to frequent;

and after consulting awhile with the

inn.keeper, and making some necessary

preparations, he hired the grullrud, or

crier, to give notice through the town of a

strange creature to be seen at the sign of

the Green Eagle, not so big as a 8ll1116iii107‘

(an animal in that country very finely

shaped, about six feet long,)_ and m every

part of the body riasemblmg a human
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creature, could speak several words, and

perform a hundred diverting tricks.

I was placed upon a table in the largest

room of the inn, which might be near three

hundred feet square. My little nurse stood

on a low stool close to the table, to take

care ‘of me, and direct what I should do.

My master, to avoid a crowd, would sutler

only thirty people at a time to see me.

walked about on the table as the girl com

manded: she asked me questions, as .far

as she knew my understanding of the lan

guage reached, and I answered them as loud

as I could. I turned about se'eral times to

the company, paid my humble respects,

said they were welcome, and used some

other speeches I had been taught. I took

up a thimble filled with liquor, which

Glumdalclitch had given me for a cup, and

drank their health, I drew out my hanger,

and flourished with it after the manner of

fencers in England. My nurse gave me a

part _of a straw, which I exercised as s

pike, having learnt the art in my youth.

was that day shown to twelve sets of com

pany, and as often forced to act over a ain

the same fopperies, till I was half end

with weariness and vexation; for those

who had seen me made such wonderful

reports, that thepeople were ready to break

down the doors to come in. My master,

for his own interest, would not suffer any

one to touch me except my nurse; and to

prevent danger, benches were set round

the table at such a distance as to put me

1’ut 0f every b0dy’s reach. However, an

-'..-...

l20
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unlucky school.boy aimed a ha1el nut

directly at my head, which very narrowly

missed me; otherwise it came with so

much violence, that it would have infalli

bly knocked out my brains, for it was al

most as large as a small pumpion; but I ‘

had the satisfaction to see the young rogue

well beaten, and turned out of the room.

master gave public notice that he

day; and in the meantime he pre ared a

more convenient vehicle for me, w ich he

had reason enough to do; for I was so tired

with my first journey, and with entertain

ing company for eight hours together, that

I could hardly stand upon my legs, or speak

a word. It was at least three days before

I recovered my strength; and that I might

have no rest at home, all the neighbouring

gentleman from a hundred miles round,

earing of my fame, came to see me at my

mastcr’s own house. There could not be

fewer than thirty persons with their wives

and children (for the country is very popu

of a full room whenever he showed me at

ome, although it were only to a smgle

family; so that for some time I had but

little ease every day_ of the week (exceP1

VVednesday, which is their sabbath,) al

though I were not carried to the town.

My master, finding how profitable l was

likely to be, resolved to carry mt? tothe

most considerable cities of _the kmgdom

Having therefore provided himself wI"1 @ill

things necessary for a long JoH1H'L and
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settled his afl5airs at home, he took leave of \

his wife, and upon the l7th of August,

l703, about two months after my arrival,

we set out for the metropolis, situate near

the middle of that empire, and about three

thousand miles1 distance from our house.

My master made his daughter Glumdal

clitch ride behind him. She carried me on '

her lap, in a box tied about her waist. The

girl had lined it on all sides with the softest _

cloth she could get, well quilted under

neath, furnished. it with her baby’s bed,

provided me with linen and other neces

saries, and made every

as she could. We had no other company

but a boy of the house, who rode after us

with the luggage.

My master’s design was to show me in

all the towns by the way, and to step out

of the road, for fifty or a hundred miles,

to any villages or person of qualit ’s house,

where he might expect custom. {We made

easy journeys, of not above seven or eight

score miles a.day: for Glumdalclitch, on

purpose to spare me, complained she was

tired with the trotting of the horse. She

often took me out of my box, at my own

desire, to give me air, and show me the

country, but always held me fast by a lead

ing.strmg. We passed over five or six

rivers, many degrees broader and deeper '

than the Nile or the Ganges: and there

¥as hardly a rivulet so small as the

h£i1_ne_s at London.bridge. We were ten

weeks m our journey, and I was shown in

thing as convenient ,
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eighteen large towns, besides many villa

ges, and private families.

On the 26th day of October we arrived

we metropolis, called in their language

grad, or Pride of the Universe.

lltdy master took a lodging in the rincipal

_ to act my part, and
pallisadoed it round three feet from the

edge, and as many high, to prevent my

falling over. I was shown ten times a.day,

to the wonder and satisfaction of alfpeople.

I could now speak the language tolerably

perfectly understood every word,
that was '

while we were at home, and at leisure

hours during our journey. She carried a

little book in her pocket, not much larger

than a Sanson’s Atlas; it was a common

treatise for the use of young girls, givm8_3

short account of their religion : out of this

she taught me my letters, and interpreted

the words.
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CHAPTER..III.

The Author sent for to court. The Queen

buys him of his master the Farmer, and

presents him to the King. He d‘ !t'-9

with his majesty/‘s great scholars. n a

partment at court pro0idedfor the Author.

He is in high favour with the Queen. He

stands up for the honour of his own coun

try. His quarrels with the Queen’s dwarf.

THE fre uent labours I underwent every

day, ma e, in a few weeks, a very consid

erable change in_.my health : the more my

master got by me, the more insatiable he

grew. _I had quite lost my stomach, and was

almost reduced to a skeleton. The farmer

observed it, and concluding I must soon

die, resolved to make as good a hand of me

as he could. While he was thus reasoning

and resolving with himself, a sardral, or

gentleman.usher, came from court, com

manding my master to carry me immedi

ately thither for the diversion of the queen

and her ladies. Some of the latter had

already been to see me, and reported strange

thmgs of my beauty, behaviour, and good

sense. Her majesty, and those who attend

ed her, were beyond measure delighted

with my demeanour. I fell on my knees,

a'"d_ begged the honour of kissing her im

perial oot ; but this gracious princes held

out her little finger towards me, after I

was set on the table, which I embraced in
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questions about my coun
‘try_and my travels, which I answered as

distipctly, and in as few words as I could.

She asked, u whether I could be content to

live at court?” I bowed down to the board

of the table, and humbly answered uthat

I was my master’s slave: but, if I were at

my own disposal, I should be proud to de

vote my life to her majesty’s service.” She

then asked my master, ‘ whether he was

willing to sell me at a good price ?” He,

who apprehended I could not live amonth,

zl0as ready enough to part with me, and

d .

sand guineas would be in England. I then

said to the queen, u since I was now her

majesty’s most humble creature and va_ssaJ,

I must beg the favour, that Glumdalclitcb,

"who had always tended me with so much

care and kmdness, and understood to do it

so well, might be admitted into herservice,

and continue to be my nurse and mstruc

tor.”

Her majesty agreed to my petition, and

easily got the farmer’s consent, who was

glad enough to have his daughter preferred

, at court, and the pooi1'\firl herself was n09

y. y

able to hide her jo late master with
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drew, bidding me farewell, and saying he

had left me in a good service; to which I

replied not a word, only making him a

slight bow.
The queen observed my coldness; and,

when the farmer was gone out ofthe apart

ment, asked me the reason. Imade hold

to tell her majesty, uthat I owed no other

obligation to my late master, than his not

dashing out the brains of a poor harmless

creature, found by chance in his fields:

which obligation was amply recompensed,

by the gain he had made in showing me

through half the kingdom, and the price

he had now sold me for. That the life_I

had since led, was laborious enough to kill

an animal of ten times my strength. Tha

my health was much impaired, by the con

tinual drudgery of entertaining the rabble

every hour of the day; and that, if my

master had not thought my life in danger,

her majesty would not have got so cheap a

bargain. But as I was out‘ of all fear of

being ill treated, under the protection of so

great and good an empress, the ornament

of ‘nature, the darling of the world, the

delight of her subjects, the phoenix of the

creation; so, I hoped my late master’s

. apprehensions would appear to be ground

less ; for I already found my spirits revive,

by the influence of her most august pre

sence.”

Th_is was the sum of my speech, deliver

ed with great improprieties and hesitation.

The latter part was altogether framed in

the sWle peculiar to that people, whereof I
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while she was carrying me to court.

The queen, giving great allowance for

my defectiveness in speaking, was, how

ever, surprised at so

sense in so diminutive an annnal. She

to the king, who was then retired to his

cabinet. His majesty, a prince of much

gravity and austere countenance, not well

observing my shape at first view, asked the

queen after a cold manner u how long it

was since she grew fond of a splacnuck?’

for such it seems he took me to be, as I

particularly mathematics; yet when h9

observed my shape exactly, and saw me

walk erect, before I began to speak, c0n

ceived I might be a piece of 0l0cl4.work

(which is in that country arrived t0_a vei)’

great perfection) contrived by some 1rigf_3ni

ous artist. But when he heard my voico,

and found what I delivered to be regular
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and rational, he could not conceal his

astonishment. He was by no means satis

fied,with the relation I gave him of the

manner I came into his kingdom, but

thought it a story concerted between

‘Glumdalclitch and her father, who had

taught me a set of words to make me sell

at a better price. Upon this imagination,

he put several other questions to me, and

still received rational answers: no other

wise defective, than by a foreign accent,

and an imperfect knowledge in the lan

guage, with some rustic phrases which l

had learned at the farmer’s house, and did

not suit the polite style'of a court.

His majesty sent for three great scholars,

who were then in the weekly waiting, ac

cording to the custom in that country.

These gentlemen, after they had awhile

examined my shape with much nicety,

were of different opinions concerning me

They all agreed that I could not be pro

duced according to the regular laws of

nature, because I was not framed with a

capacity of preserving my life, either by

swiftness, or climbing of trees, or digging

holes in the earth. They observed by my

teeth, which they viewed with great exact

ness, that I was a carnivorous animal; yet

most quadrupeds being an overmatch for

me, and field mice, with some others, too

mmble, they could not imagine how

should be able to support myself, unless I

fed upon snails and other insects, which

they offered, by many learned arguments,
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stion exactly agreeable to the modern

have invented this wonderful solution of

all difficulties, to the unspeakable advance

ment of human knowledge.

After this decisive conclusion, I entreat.

Ed to be heard a word or two. I applied

myself to the king, and assured his majes

fi‘, uthat I came from a country which

robably intended to ridicule the p'ige of those philosophers, who

ha'e thought fit to arraign the wisdom of ro'i

dence in the creation and government 0 the

wor1d ; whose ca'i1s are s ecious, 1ike those of the

Br'bdingn1 rian sages, ongy in proportion to the

1gnorance 0 those to whom they are proposed.—H

I
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abounded with several millions of both

sexes, and of my own stature; where the

animals, trees, and houses, were all in

proportion, and where, by consequence,

might be as able to defend myself, and to

find sustenance, as any of his majesty’s

subjects could do here ; which I took for a

full answer to those gentlemen’s argu

ments." To this they only replied with a

smile of contempt, saying, u that the far

mer had instructed me very well in my

lesson.”=k The king who had a much

better understanding, dismissing his learned

men, sent for the farmer, who by go

fortune was not yet gone out of town.

Having therefore first examined him pri

vately, and then confronted him with me

and the young girl, his majesty began

to think that what we told him might

possibly be true. He desired the queen to

order that a particular care should

taken of me; and was of opinion that

Glumdalclitch should still continue in her

oflice of tending me, because he observ

we had a great aflection for each other.

convenient apartment was provided l'0!

her at court; she had a sort of governess’

appointed to take care of her education, s

mid to dress .her, and two other servants

for menial oflices ; but the care of me was

wholly appropriated to herself. The queen

commanded her own cabinet.maker rte

' This satire is levelled a iust all who rejeet
$23291 feel.B for which theyggann't perfectly no

me t ¢"T‘1;i2WiLiis1and.iug the absurdity of rejecting

. es 011)‘ by "mm 1hey are supported.-it



sash.windows, a door, and two closets, like

a London be_d.chamber. The_board, that

frames, of a substance not unlike ivory,

and two tables, with a cabinet to put my

things in. The room was quilted on all

sides, as well as the floor and the ceiling, to

prevent any accident from the carelessness

of those who carried me, and to break the

force of a jolt, when I went in a coach. I

desired a lock for my door, to prevent rats

and mice from coming in. The smith,

after several attempts, made the smallest

that ever was seen among them, for I have

own a larger at the gate of a gentle

man’s house in England. I made a shi“

to keep the key in a pocket of my owH,

fearing Glumdalclitch might lose it. The

queen likewise ordered the thmest sill“

that could be gotten, to make _me clothes,

not much thicker than an Engllsh blanktlb

I 2
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very cumbersome till I was ‘accustomed to

them. They were after the fashion of the

kingdom, partly resembling the Persian,

and partly the Chinese, and are a very

grave and decent habit. .

The ueen became so fond of my com

ny, t at she could not dine without me.

had a table placed upon the same atwhich

her majesty ate, just at her elbow, and a

chair to sit on. Glumdalclitch stood on_ a

,stool on the floor near my table, to assist

and take care of me. I had an entire set

of silver dishes and plates, and other ne

cessaries, which, in proportion to those of

the queen, were not much bigger than

what I have seen in a London toy.shop,

for the furniture ofa baby.house: these my

little nurse kept in her pocket in a silver

box, and gave me at meals as I want

them, always cleaning them herself. No

person dined with the queen but the two

princesses royal, the eldest sixteen years

old, and the younger at that time thirteen

and a month. Her majesty used to put s

bit _of meat upon one of my dishes, out of

which I carved for myself, and her diver

sion was to see me eat in miniature: for

the queen (who had indeed but a weak

stomach) took u , at one mouthful, as

much'as a dosen nglish farmers could eat

at a meal, which to me was for some time

a very nauseous sight. 1k She would craunch

ages' Among other dreadful and d1 tin lmxgfcll1i Custom has rendered famsfilgr, Ere those,

hm“! arise from eating animal food: he whe

. ever turned with abhorrence from the skeleton



the wing of a lark, bones and all, between

her teeth, although it were nine times as

large as that of a ful .grown turkey; and

put a bit of bread into her mouth as big as

two twelve.penny loaves. She drank out of

me, out of curiosity,

les at court, where
ten or a dosen of those enormous knives

and forks were lifted up together, I thought

ad never till then beheld so terrible a

(Which, as I have observed, is their sabbath)

the king and queen, with the royal issue of

b?th_ sexes, dine together in the apartment

0 .
em I was now become

a_great' favourite; and at these times, my

left hand, before one of the salt.sellars.

mangled bones and flesh of a dead carcass which

ever! day co'er his tab1e; and he who reflects on

the number of 1ives that have been sacrificed to

sustain his own, shcu1d en uire b what the ac..

count has been ba1anced, an whet er his 1ift? ii

wme proportionab1y of more va1ue by the 9xer

cise of virtue and piety, by the superior ha Pi"86s

which he has communicated to reasonable e1ngi,

and by the glo which his inte1lect has as

cribed to God.-H. I 3
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This prince took a pleasure in conversing

with me, inquiring into the manners,

religion, laws, government, and learning

of Europe; wherein I iaive him the best

account I was able. is apprehension

was so clear, and his judgment so exact,

that he made very wise reflections and

observations upon all I said. But I con

fess, that after I had been a little too

copious in talking of my own beloved

country, of our trade and wars by sea and

land, of our schisms in religion, and

parties in the state; the prejudices of his

education prevailed so far, that he could

not forbear taking me up in his righthand,

and stroking me gently with the other,

after a hearty fit of laughing, asked me,

whether I was a whig or tory? Then

turning to his first minister, who waited

behind him with a white stafl1, near as tall

as the mainmast of the Royal Sovereign,

he observed u how contemptible a thing

wa_S _human grandeur, which could be

mimicked by such diminutive insects as I :

and yet,” says he, u I dare engage these

creatures have their titles and distinctions

of honour; they contrive little nests and

burrows, that they call houses and cities;

they make a figure in dress and equipa e;

they love, they fight, they dispute, t ey

cheat» they betray.” And thus he con

tmued ou_, while my colour came and went

several times, with indignation, to hear

2:ir noble country, the mistress of arts and

“11l33s, the scourge of France, the arbitress

u'.'oPe, the seat of virtue, piety, honour,
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. months to the sight and converse of this

people, and observed every object upon

which I cast mine eyes to be of propor

tionable magnitude, the horror I had at

first conceived from their bulk and aspect

was so far worn ofi", that if I had then

beheld a company of English lords and

ladies in their finery and birth.day clothes,

acting their several parts in the most

courtly manner of strutting, and bowing,

and prating; to say the truth, I should

have been strongly tempted to laugh as

much at them, as the king and his grandees

'd at me. Neither, indeed, could I for

bear smiling at myself, when the queen

ufled to place me upon her hand towards a

looking.glass, by which both our persons

appeared before me in full view together;

and there could be nothing more ridiculous

than the comparison; so that I really

began to imagine myself dwindled many

degrees below my usual si1e.

Nothing angered and mortified me so

much as the queen’s dwarf: who bemg of

the lowest stature that was ever 1n that

country (for I verily think hB_ wss n't

full thirty feet high), became so msolent at

seeing a creature so much beneath hun,

that he would always affect to sw_sg3er

and look big as heI gassed by me 1n “"1

l35
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queen’s antechamber, while I was standing -

on some ,table talking with the lords or

ladies of the court, and he seldom failed of

a smart word or two upon my littleness;

against which I could only revenge myself

by calling him brother, challenging him to

wrestle, and such repartees as are usually

in the mouths of court pages. One day,

at dinner, this malicious little cub was so

nettled with something I had said to him,

that, raising himself upon the frame of hler

t emajesty’s chair, he took me up by

middle, as I was sitting down, not thinking

any harm, and let me drop into a large

silver bowl of cream, and then ran away

as fast as he could. I fell over head and

ears, and, if l had not been a good swim

mer, it might have gone very hard with

me; for Glumdalclitch in that instant

happened to be at the other end of the

room, and the queen was in such a fright,

that she wanted presence of mind to assist

me. But my little nurse ran to my relief,

and took me out, after I had swallowed

above a quart ofcream. l was put to bed:

however, I received no other damage than

the loss of a suit of clothes, which was

1ME’.1'ly spoiled. The dwarf was soundly

whipt, and as a farther punishment, forced

to drmk up the bowl of cream into which

he had thrown me: neither was he ever

restored to favour; for soon after the

queen bestowed him on a lady of high

quahtl/', so that I saw him no more, to my

:'e9lil'y great satisfaction; for I could not

to what extremities such a malicious

‘\

:_.¥
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urchin might have carried his resent

ment.

He had before served me a scurvy trick,

which set the queen a laughing, although

at the same time she was heartily vexed,

and would have immediately cashiered

him, if lhad not been so generous as to

intercede. Her majesty had taken a mar

row.bone upon her plate, and, after knock

ing out the marrow, placed the bone again

inthe dish erect, as it stood before; the

tglvarf, watching his opportunity while

ecare of me at meals, took me up in

both hands, and squeesing my legs to.‘

gether, wedged them into the marrow

bone, above my waist, where I stuck for

fore any one knew what was become of

me; for I thought it below me to cry out.

But, as princes seldom get their meat hot,

my legs were not scalded, only my stock

ings and breeches in a sad condition. The

dwarf, at my entreaty, had no other pun

ishment than a sound whipping.

I was frequently rallied by the queen

upon account of my fearfuiness; and she

used to ask me whether the people of my

country were as great cowards as myself_ ?

‘he occasion was this : the kmgdom is

much pestered with flies in summer : and

these odious insects, each of them as big as

a Dunstable lark, hardly ave me any rest

while I sat at dinner, wit their continual
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humming

They would sometimes alight upon my

victuals, and leave their loathsome excre

ment or spawn behind, which to me was

very visible, though not to the natives of

that country, whose large optics were not

so acute as mine, in viewing smaller ob

jects. Sometimes they would fix upon my

nose or forehead, where they stung me to

the quick, smelling very offensively; and I

could easily trace that viscous matter,

which, our naturalists tell us, enables those

creatures to walk with their feet upwards

upon a ceiling. I had much ado to defend

myself against these detestable animals,

and could not forbear starting when they

came on my face. It was the common

practice of the dwarf, to catch a number

of these insects in his hand, as schoolboys

do among us, and let them out suddenly

under my nose, on pu osc to frighten me,

and divert the queen. y remedy was to

cut them in pieces with my knife, as they

flew in the air, wherein my dexterity was

much admired.

I remember, one morning, when Glum

dalchtch had set me in a box upon a win

d0w,_as she usually did in fair days to give

me alr (for I durst not venture to let the

box be hung on a nail out of the window,

£1is we_ do with cages in England), after I

dad lifted up one of my sashes, and sat

volwn at my table to eat a piece of sweet

c? e for ml’ breakfast, above twenty wasps

if-lured by the smell, came flying into the

00m humming louder than the drones of

and bussing about mine ears.‘ ,

‘-..

's'

_

,_.'
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_as many bagpipes. Some of them seised

my cake, and carried it piece.meal away;

others flew about my head and face, con

founding me with the ' '

me in the utmost terror of their stings.

owever, I had the coura e to rise and

draw my hanger, and attac them in the

air. I dispatched four of them, but the rest

got away, and I presently shut my window.

carefully preserved them all; and having

si ce shown them, with some other curio

sities, in several parts of Europe, upon my

return to England I gave three of them to

Gresham College, and kept the fourth for

_~

CHAPTER IV.

The count described. A proposal for car
recting nriidem maps. The lcing’s_P"1cwc,

and some account of the metropolis. 77l6

Author’s way of tra0elling. 1726 c/lief

temple described.

I Now intend to give the reader a short

description of this country, ‘as far as I

travelled in it, which was not above two

thousand miles round Lorbrulgrud, the

metropolis. For the queen, whom I always

attended, never went further when she.

accompanied the king in hls pregres§os,'
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and there staid till his majesty returned

from viewing his frontiers. be whole

extent of this prince’s dominious reaches

about six thousand miles in length, and

from three to five in breadth: whence I

cannot but conclude, that our geographers

of Europe are in a great error, by suppos

ing nothing but sea between Japan and

California; for it was ever my opinion,

that there must be a balance of earth to

countcrpoise the great continent of Tar

tary; and therefore they ought to correct

their maps and charts, by joining this vast

tract of land to the north.west parts of

America, wherein I shall be ready to lend

them my assistance.

The kingdom is a peninsula, terminated

to the north.east by a ridge of mountaius

thirty miles high, which are altogether

nnpassable, by reason of the volcanoes

upon the tops : neither do the most learn

know what sort of mortals inhabit beyond

those mountains, or whether they be in

_ha_bited at all. On the three other sides;

it is bounded by the ocean. There is not

one sea.port in the whole kingdom, and

those parts of the coasts into which the

rivers issue, are so full of pointed rocks,

find the sea generally so rough, that there

is no venturing with the smallest of their

boats; so that these people are wholly ex

cluded from any commerce with the rest1

0t‘ the world. But the large rivers are full

gf vessels, and abound with excellent fish ;

cor they seldom get any from the sea, be

ause the sea fish are of the same sise

J‘--'-,
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with those in Europe, and consequently

not worth catching; whereby it is mani

fest, that nature, in the production of

plants and animals of so extraordinary a

bulk, is wholly confined to this continent,

of which I leave the reasons to be deter

mined by philosophers. However, now

7

and sometimes, for curiosity, they are

brought in hampers to Lorbrulgrud: I

saw one of them in a dish at the king’s

table, which passed for a rarity, but I_did

Parts, on each side the river that passes

through. It contains above eighty thou

sand houses, and about six hundred thou

sand inhabitants. It is in length three

ilcmtglungs (which make about fifty.four

nghsh miles,) and two and a half In

breadth; as I measured it myself In the

royal map made by the king’s order, which

was laid on the ground on purpose f0r_me,

and extended a hundred feet: I P4i0ed the
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diameter and circumference several times

bare.foot, and computing by the scale mea

sured it pretty exactly. ;
The king’s palace is no regular edifice,

but a heap of building, about seven miles

round: the chief rooms are generally two

hundred and forty feet high, and broad and

long in proportion. A coach was allow

to Glumdalclitch and me, wherein her

governess frequently took her out to see

the town, or go among the shops; and I

was always of the party, carried in my box '

although the girl, at my own desire, woul

often take me out, and hold me in her

hand, that I might more conveniently view

the houses and the people, as we passed

along the streets. I reckoned our coach t0

be about a square of Westminster.hall, b

not altogether so high : however, I cannot

be very exact. One day the governess

ordered our coachman to stop at several

shops, where the beggars, watching their

opportunity, crowded to the sides of the

coach, and gave me the most horrible spe0

tacle that ever a European eye beheld

There was a woman with a cancer in he1’

breast, swelled to a monstrous si1e, f 0f

‘holes, in two or three of which I could

‘have easily crept, and covered my whole

body. There was a fellow with a wen in

his neck, larger than five wool.packs; and

another, with a couple of wooden l83s,

each about twenty feet high. But the

_most hateful sight of all, was the lice crawl

3iig 09 their clothes. I could see distinctlf

e l1mbs of these vermin with my nak



l43

deed, the sight was so nauseous, that it

perfectly turned my stomach.

Beside the large box in which I was

usually carried, the queen ordered a smaller

somewhat too large _for Glumdalcl_itch’s

each window was latticed with iron wire

on the outside, to prevent accidents in long

journeys. On the fourth side, which ha

no window, two strong staples were fixed,

through which the person that carried me,

when I had a mind to be on horseback, put

a leathern belt, and buckled it about his

waist. This was always the olfice of some

‘grave trusty servant, in whom I c0ulcl

confide, whether I attended the king and

queen in their progresses, or were disposed
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esteemed among the greatest ofliccrs, I

suppose more ufion account of their ma

jesties' favour, t an any merit of my own.

In journeys, when I was weary of the

coach, a servant on horseback would buckle

on my box, and place it upon a cushion

before him; and there I had a full pros

pect of the country on three sides, from

my three windows. I had, in this closet,

a field.bed, and a hammock hung from the

ceiling, two chairs and a table, neatly

screwed to the floor, to prevent being tossed

about by the agitation of the horse or the

coach. And having been long used to sea

voyages, those motions, although some

times very violent, did not much discom

pose me.
Whenever I had a mind to see the town,

it was always in my travelling.closet; wluch

Glumdalclitch held in her lap in a kind 0

open sedan, after the fashion of the coun

try, borne by four men, and attended by

two others in the queeu’s livery. The

people, who had often heard of me, were

very curious to crowd about the sedan, and

the girl was complaisant enough to make

the bearers stop, and to take me in her

lsi;‘-él1d that I might be more conveniently

I was very desirous to see the chief tem

¥lo., Fmd _Par:_5icularly the tower belonging

lg i% which is reckoned the highest in the

can8_dom. Accordingly one day my nurse

cag1eed) me thither, but I may truly say_I

not b ack disaPP0i!ited; for the height is

s ove three thousand feet, reckoning

_,—i
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between the size of those people and us in

urope, is no great matter for admiration,

nor at all equal in_ proportion (if I rightly

each is about forty feet square, and adorned

on all sides with statues of gods and em

perors, cut in marble, larger than the life,

placed in their several niches. I measured

a little finger which had fallen down from

one of these statues, and lay unperceived

among other trinkets, of which the girl

was very fond, as children at her age usual

The king’s kitchen is, indeed, a noble

building, vaulted at top, and about six

hundred feet high. The great oven is not

so wide, by ten paces, as the cupola at St.

Paul’s: for I measured the latter on pur.

pose, after my return. But If I 8_h9uld

describe the kitchen grate, the Pr0digi?ns

Pots and kettles, the joints of meat turnmg
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least a severe critic would be .apt to think -

I enlarged a little, as travellers are often

suspected to do. To avoid which censure

I fear I have run too much into the other'

extreme; and that if this treatise should

happen to be translated into the language

of Brobdingnag (which is the general name

of that kingdom,) and transmitted thith

the king and his people would have reason.1

to complain that I had done them anio

J;tiry, by a false and diminutive representa

ion. 'His -majesty seldom keeps above siX

hundred horses in his stables :

generally from fifiy.four to sixty feet igh.

But, when he goes abroad on solemn days,

he is attended, for state, by a militiaguard

of five hundred horse, which, indeed, I

thought was the most splended sight that

could be ever beheld, till I saw part of his

army in battalia, whereof I shall find an

other occasion to speak.

-_--_I

CHAPTER V.

Se'eral adventures that happened to the

Author. The execution of a criminal.

T/1e Author shows his skill in navigation.

l $uouLo have lived ha enou h in that
;3guntry, 1f my littleneggyhad n%t exposed'

M2330-several ridiculous and troublesome

to 1 lents; somerof which I shall venture

re ate.» Glumdalclitch oflen carried me ,



into the gardens of the court in my smaller

box, and would sometimes take me out of

it, and hold mein her hand, or set me

own to walk. I remember, before the

must needs show my wit, by a silly allusion

tween him and the trees, which happens

to hold in their language as it does in ours.

hereupon, the malicious rogue, watching

his opportunity, when I was walking under

pardoned at my desire, because I had given

the provocation.

Another day, Glumdalclitch left me on

a smooth grassplot to divert myself, while

she walked at some distance with her

governess. In the mean time, there sud

denly fell such a violent shower of ba1l,

that I was immediately, by the force of it,

struck to the ground: and when l was'

down, the hailstones gave me such cruel

bangs all over the body, as if I had been

pelted with tenis.balls; however, I made

a shift to creep on all fours, and shelter

myself, by 1ying flat on my T8ce, 0n the

lee.side of a border of lemon.thyme; but

s0 bruised from heafil tge foot, that I wl1ld
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not go abroad for ten days. Neither is this

at all to be wondered at, because nature, in

that country, observing the same propor

tion through all her operations, a hailstone

is near eighteen hundred times as large as

one in Europe; which I can assert upon

experience, having been so curious as to

weigh and measure them.

But amore dangerous accident happened

to me in the same garden, when my little

nurse, believing she had put me in a secure

place (which I often entreated her to do,

that I mi ht enjoy my own thoughts,) and

having le my box at home, to avoid the

trouble of carrying it, went to another part

of the garden with her governess and some.

ladies of her acquaintance. While she

was absent, and out of hearing, a small

white spaniel that belonged to one of the

chief gardeners, having got by accident

into the garden, happened to range near

the place where I lay: the dog, following

the scent, came directly up, and taking me

m his mouth, ran straight to his master

wagging his tail, and set me gently on the

ground. By good fortune he had been so

well taught, that I was carried between

his teeth without the least hurt, or even

teanng my clothes. But the poor gardener,

w3i0 knew me well, and had a great kind

ness for me, was in a terrible fright: he

gell1tly took me up in both his hands, and

gi1ded me how I did; but I was so amased

a w ogt of breath, that I could not speak

8elfo1‘ . In a few mmutes I came to my

' and he carried‘ me safe to my little

__.... ..._,
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nurse, who, by this time, had returned to

the place w ere she lef me, and was in

prunanded the gardener on account of his

dog. But the thing was hushed up, and

never known at court, for the girl was

afraid of the queen’s anger ; and truly, as

to myself, I thought it would not be for

I1l1)y reputation, that such a story should go

a out.

This accident absolutely determined

Glumdalclitch never to trust me abroad

for the future out of her sight. I had been

long afraid of this resolution, and therefore

concealed from her some little unlucky

. adventures, that happened in those times

when I was left to myself. Once akite,

hovering over the garden, made a stoop at

me, and if I had not resolutely drawn my

hanger, and run under a thick espalier, he

would have certainly carried me away m

his talons. Another time, walking to the

top of a fresh molehill, I fell to my neck

in the hole, throu h which that animal

had cast up the earth, and coined some he,

not worth remembering, to excuse myself

for spoiling my clothes. I likewise broke

my right shin against the shell of a snail,

which I happened to stumble over, as I

was walking alone and thinkmg on poor

England.

I cannot tell whether I were more

pleased or mortified to observe, in those

solitary walks, that the smaller birds did

not appear to be atxaél afra1d of lii9, W
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'would'bop about within a yard’s distance,

looking for worms and other food, with as

much indifferenceand security as if no

_ creature at all were near them. I remem

ber, a thrush had the confidence to snatch

out of my hand, with his bill, apiece of

cake that Glumdalclitch had just given me

for my breakfast. Wheu I attempted to

catch any of these birds, they would boldly

turn against me, endeavouring to peck my

fingers, which I durst not venture within

their reach; and then they would hop

back unconcerned, to hunt for worms or

-snails, as they did before. But one day, I

took a thick cudgel, and threw it with all

my strength so luckily, at a linnet, thatl

knocked him down, and sei1ing him by the

neck with both my hands, ran with him in

triumph to my nurse. However, the bird,

who had only been stunned, recovering

himself gave me so many boxes with his

Wmgs, on both sides of my head and body,

though I held him at arm’s.length, and

was out of the reach of his claws, thatl

.was twenty times thinking to let him go.

But I was soon relieved by one of our

_ servants, who rung oil1 the bird’s neck, and

I had him next day for dinner, by the

<llie0n’s command. This linnet, as near

£1: l can remember, seemed to be somewhat

‘ {Fir than_ an English swan.

Gl e maids of honour often invited

deal'_ugg.Z1lcl1l.ch to their apartments, and

her" she would bring me along with

$89?u 0n PurP0se_ to have the pleasure of

8 and touching me. They would often

..

1,.-,.
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< strip me naked from top to toe, and lay me

at full length in their bosoms; wherewith

I was much disgusted; because, to say the

truth, a very offensive smell came from

their skins; which I do not mention, or

intend, to the disadvantage of those excel

lent ladies, for whom I have all manner of

respect; but I conceive that my sense was

more acute in proportion to my littleness,

and that those illustrious persons were no

.more disagreeable to their lovers, or to

each‘ other, than people of the same quality

are with us in England. And, after all, .l

found their natural smell was much more

supportable, than when they used per

fumes, under which I immediately swoon

ed away. l cannot forget, that an intimate

friend of minein Lilliput, took the freedom

in a warm day, when I had used a good

deal of exercise, to complain of a strong

smell about me, although I am as little

faulty that way, as most of my sex : but I

sl.l}t)£0se his faculty of smelling was as iiice

wi regard to me, as mine was to that of

this people. Upon this point, I cannot

forbear doing justice to the queen mymis

tress, and Glumdalclitch my nurse, whose

persons were as sweet as those of any lady,

in England. _ ‘

That which gave me most uneasiness

among these maids of honour (when my

nurse carried me to visit them) was, to see

them use me without any manner of cere

mony, like a creature who had no sort of

concupiscence : for they would strip them

selves to the skin, aRd4put their smocks on
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in my presence, while I was placed on their

toilet, directly before their naked bodies,

which I am sure to me was very far from

being a tempting sight, or from giving me

any other emotion than those of horror and

disgust : their skins appeared so coarse and

uneven, so variously coloured, when I saw

them near, with a mole here and there as

bread as a trencher, and hairs hanging

from it thicker than packtbreads, to say

nothing farther concerning the rest of their

persons. Neither did they at all scrugle,

while I was by, to discharge what t ey

had drank, to the quantity of at least two

hogsheads, in a vessel that held above

three tuns. The handsomest among these

maids of honour, a pleasant frolicsome

girl of sixteen, would sometimes set me

astride upon one of her nipples, with many

other tricks, wherein the reader will excuse

me for not being over particular. But I

was so much displeased, that I entreated

Glumdalclitch to contrive some excuse for

not seeing that young lady any more.

One day, a young gentleman, who was

_nephew to my nurse’s governess, came and

Pressed them both to see an execution. It

was of.a man, who had murdered one of

that gentleman’s intimate acquaintance.

Glumdalclitch was prevailed on to be of

the o9mpsny, very much against her in

clmation, for she was naturally tender

hfilarted1 and as for myself, although I

2 1_ori_‘ed such kind of spectacles, yet my

nai1s“! tempted me to see something that

ought must be extraordinary. The
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were at least half an English mile distant.

The queen, who often used to hear me

talk of my sea.voyages, and took all oc

casions to divert me when I was melan

choly, asked me whether I understood how

to handlea sail or an oar, and whether a

little exercise of rowing might not be con

venient for my health ? I answered, that I

in any of their rivers. Her majesty said,
uif I would contrive a boat, her own Joiner

should make it, and she would provide a

place for me to sail in.” The fellow was

ly to hold e' ht Europeans. When it was
finished, thegqueen was so delighted, 91"
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she ran with it in her lap to the king, who

ordered it to be put into a cistern ful 0

by way of trial:
water, with me in it,
where I could not manage my two sculls,

But theor little oars, for want of room.

queen had before contrived another pro

ject. She ordered the joiner to make a

wooden trough of three hundred feet long,

fifty broad, and eight deep; which, being

well.. pitched, to prevent leaking,_ was

.placed on the floor, along the wall, in an

alace. It had a cock
outer room of the l.)
near the bottom to let out the water, when

rvantsit began to grow stale; and two se

‘could easily fill it in half an hour. Here I

often used to row for my own diversion, as

d her ladl0s,well as that of the queen an _

who thought themselves well entertained

with my skill and agility. Sometimes

would put up my sail, and then my bu_si

ness was only to steer, while the ladies

Save me a gale with their faus; and, when

they were weary, some of their $?s

would blow my sail forward with th_eir

breath, while I showed my art by steerwg

starboard or larboardras I pleased. VVII'U

I had done, Glumdalclitch always carried

back my boat into her closet, and hung it

on a nail to dry.

In this’exercise I once met an accident,

which had like to have cost me my life;

for: one of the pages having put my Ii0i1-t

mto the trough, the governess who attend

cd Glumdalclitch very ofliciously lifted mi!

lace me in the boat: but I happfl1l1é

‘ e to .1JIP through her fingers, and shou
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infallibly have fallen down forty feet,

upon the floor, if, by the luckiest chance

in the world, I had not been stopped by a

band of my breeches, and thus I was held

by the middle in the air, till Glumdalclitch

ran to my reliefi

. Another time, one of the servants,

whose oflice it was to fill my trough every

third day with fresh water, was so careless

as to let a huge frog (not perceiving it)

.slip out of his pail. The frog lay concealed

till I was put into my boat, but then,

seeing arresting.place, climbed up, and

made it lean so much on one side, that l

was forced to balance it with all my weight

on the other, to prevent overturning.

When the frog was got in, it hopped at

once half the length of the boat, and then

over my head, backward and forward,

daubing my face and clothes with its

odious slime. The largeness of its features

made it appear the most deformed animal

that can be conceived. However,_ I

desired Glumdalclitch to letrne deal with

it alone. I banged it a good while with

one of my sculls, and at last forced it to

leap out ofthe boat.

But the greatest danger I over under

went in that kingdom, was from a monkey,

who belonged to one of the clerks of the

kitchen. Glumdalclitch had locked me np

in her closet, while she went somewhere

,uP0n business, or a visit. The weflfhflf
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being very warm, the closet.window was

left open, as well as the windows and

the door of my bigger box, in which I

usually lived, because of its largeness and

convemency. As I sat quietly meditating

at my table, I heard something bounce

in at the closet.window, and skip about

from one side to the other: whereat,

although I was much alarmed, yet

ventured to look out, but not stirring

from my seat ; and then I saw this frolick

some animal frisking and leaping up and

down, till at last he came to my b0)K,

which he seemed to view with great plea.L

sure and curiosity, peeping in at the door

and every window. I retreated to the .

farther corner of my room, or box; but’

the monkey looking in at every side, put |

me in such a fright, that I wanted presence

of mind to conceal myself under the bed,

as I might easily have done. After some.

tnne spent in peeping, grinning, and chat

tering, he at last espied me; and reaching

one of his paws in at the door, asacai

does when she plays with a mouse, although

I often shifted place to avoid him, he at ',

length seised the lappet of my coat (which 'r

bf.‘_i1ig made of that country silk, was vei’!

thick and strong), and draggedme out. He

took me up in his right fore.foot and held

me as a_nurse does a child she is going t0

s‘_ickle,,|ust as I have seen the same sort of

creature do with a kitten‘ in Europe; an

when I offered to struggle he squeezed nie

so hard, that I thought it more prudent to

5ubmit. I have good reason to believe, |
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walking upon three legs, and holding me

in the fourth, till he clambered up to a roof

that was next to ours. I heard Glumdal

clitch give a shriek at the moment he was

carrying me out. The poor girl was almost

distracted: that quarter of the palace was

all in an uproar; the servants ran for lad

ders; the monkey was seen by hundreds in

the court, sitting upon the ridge of a build

ing, holding me like a baby in one of his

, fore.paws, and feeding me with the other,

_not eat; whereat many of the rabble be

low could not forbear laughing; neither

do I think they justly ought to be blamed,

for, without question, the sight was ridicu

‘ lous enough to every body but mys_e1£

Some of the people threw upstones, hopmg

todrive the monkey down; but this was

strictly forbidden, or else, very probably,

mawbrains had been dashed out. _

‘ e ladders were now applied, and

mounted by several men: which the

monkey observing, and finding hnnself

almost encompassed, not _bemg able to

make speed enough with his three legs, let
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on a ridge tile, and made his

Here I sat for some time, fiver

from the ground, expecting

to be blown down by the

own giddiness, and

and over from the

honest lad, one

and

me drop

escape.

hundred yards

every moment

wind, or to fall by my

cometumbling over

ridge to the eaves: but an

of my nurse’s footmen, climbed up,

putting me into his breeches pocket,

brought me down ‘ safe.
I was almost choked-with the filthy

stuff the monkey had crammed down my

throat: but my dear little nurse picked it

out of my mouth with a small needle, and

then I fell a.vomiting, which gave Iiie

great relief. Yet I was so weak find‘

bruised in the sides with the squeezes gwen

me by thisodious animal, that I was

forced to keep my bed a fortnight. The

king, queen, and all the court sent every

day to inquire after my healt ; and her

II_iajesty made me several visits‘ during my

sickness. The monkey was killed, and sn

order made, that no such animal should

be kept about the palace.

When I attended the king after'In_y

recovery, to return him thanks for hi5

favours, he was pleased to rally mea g004

$esl upon this adventure. He asked me,

what my thoughts.. and speculatio1fi

were, While I lay in the monkey.’s paw;

how I hked the victuals he gave me; his

1nanner of feeding; and whether the fresh

aI_lIr 0n the roofhad sharpened my stomach.”

d e desired to know, 1 what l would have

"i"l up0n such an occasion in my own i
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places, andso small, that I could deal with

a‘ dosen of them together, if they presumed

to attack _me. And as for that monstrous

chamber, perhaps I should have given him

such a wound, as would have made him

glad to withdraw it, with more haste than

he put it in.” This I delivered in a firm

tone, like a person who was jealous lest his

courage should be called in question.

owever, my speech produced nothing

him could not make them contain. This

made me reflect, how vain an attempt it is

for_a man to endeavour to do himself

honour among those who are out of all

degree ofequality or comparison with him.

And yet I have seen the moral of my _own

behaviour very frequent in England since

my return; where a little contemptible

varlet, without the least title to birth,

person, wit, or common sense, shall pre

sume to look with importance, and put

himself upon a foot with the greatest per

sous of the kingdom.

I was every day furnishing the 00ni1

with some ridiculous story; and Glumdal
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clitch, although she loved me to excess,

yet was arch enough to inform the queen,

whenever I committed any folly that she

thought would be diverting to her majesty.

The girl, who had been out of order, was

carried by her governess to take the air

about an hour’s distance, or thirty miles

from town. They alighted out of the coach

near a small foot.path in a field, and Glum

dalclitch setting down my travelling box,

I went out of it to walk. There was s

cow.dung in the path, and I must n

try my activity by attem ting to leap over

it. l took a run, but un ortunately jump

ed short, and found myself just in the

middle, up to my knees. I waded through

with some difiiculty, and one of the foot

men wiped me as clean as he could with

his handkerchief, for I was filthily be

mired ;'and my nurse confined me to my

box, till we returned home; where the

queen was soon informed of what had

Passed, and the footmen spread it about

the court: so that all the mirth for some

days was at my expense.
’.- 

—-
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CHAPTER VI.

Se0eral contrivances of the Author, to

pleas the King and Queen. He shows his

shill in music. The King inquires into

‘ the state of England, u'hich the Author

relates to him. The King’s observations

thereon.

'was at first very terrible to behold; for the

rasor was almost twice as long as an

ordinary scythe. His majesty, according

to the custom of the country, was only

. the_back of a comb, making several holes

m it at etliual distances with as small a

could get from Glumdalclitch.
fixed in the stumps so_ artificially,

tolerable comb; which was a seasonable

supply, my own being so much broken in

the teeth, that it was almost useless:

neither did I know any artist in that

country so nice and exact, as would under

take to make me another.

And this puts me in mind of an amuse

ment, whercin I spent many of my 1eisui‘e

VoL. l. L '
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,,-1

cabinet.maker, who had receiv

hours. I desired the queen’s woman to

save for me the combings of her majesty’s

hair, whereof in time I got a good quan

tity; and cousulting with my friend the

ed general

orders to do little jobs for me, I directed

him to make two chair.frames, no larger

and to bore
than those I had in my box,

little holes with a fine awl, round those

parts where I designed'the backs and

seats; through these holes I wove the

strongest hairs I could pick out, just after

the manner of cane chairs in England.

When they were finished, I made a pre

sent of them to her majesty; who kept

them‘in her cabinet, and used to show

them for curiosities, as indeed they were

the wonder of every one that beheld them.

The queen would have had me sit upon

one of these chairs, but I absolutely re

fused to obey her, protesting I would

rather die a thousand deaths, than plaeea

dishonourable part of my body on th0se

precious hairs, that once adorned lier

i‘flsJesty’s head. Of these hairs (as I had

always a mechanical genius) I likewise

made a neat little purse, about five feet

lfl1ig, with her majesty’s name deciphered

in_ gold letters, which I gave to Glumdal

cmch by the queen1s consent. To say the

truth, it was more for show than use,

being not of strength to bear the weight of

:]}:,‘t*hi_arg<§r coins, and therefore she kept

are‘f_g:)8d it but some little toys that girls

1|io King, who delighted in music, had
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not equal it. My practice was to have my

box removed from the place where the

upon the spinet. Glumdalclitch kept one

in her chamber, and a master attended

twice a.week to teach her: I called it a

instrument, and was played upon in the

same manner. A fancy came into my

head, that I would entertain the king and

queen with an English tune upon this

instrument. But this appeared extremely

reach to above five keys, and to press them

down required a good smart stroke with

my fist, which would be too great a labour,

and to no purpose. The method I con

trived was this; I prepared two round

sticks, about the bigness of c0mm0n

cudgels; they were thicker at one_ end

than the other, and I covered the thieker

ends with pieces of amouse’s_skm, that by

rapping on them ILn3ight neither damage
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‘could, banging the proper

.two sticks, and made a shift to play a jig,

‘consequently play the bass an

the tops of the keys nor interrupt the

sound. Before the spinet a bench was

placed, about four feet below the keys, and

I was put upon the bench. I ran sideling

upon it, that way and this, as fast as l

keys with my

to the great satisfaction of both their

majesties; but it was the most violent

exercise I ever underwent; and yet

could not strike above sixteen keys, nor

d treble

together, as other artists do; which was a

great disadvantage to my performance.

_The king, who, as I before observed,

was a prince of excellent understanding,

would frequently order that I should be

brought in my box, and set upon the table

' in his closet : he would then command me

' to bring

one of my chairs out of the box,

and sit down within three yards’ distance

upon the top of the cabinet, which brought

me almost to a level with his face. In

this manner I had several conversatious

with _him. I one‘day took the freedom to

tell his majesty, u that the contempt hedis}

‘covered towards Europe, and the rest 0

the world, did not seem answerable to

those excellent qualities of mind that he

_“,'as master of; that reason did not extend

itself with the bulk of the body; on the

contrary, we observed in our country, that

the Pallcst persons were usually the least

l)r0vided with it ; that amongotheranimals,

ices and ants had the reputation of more

iml"1stry, art, and sagacity, than many of

_
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- the larger kinds; and that, as inconsider

able as he took me to be, I hoped I might

live to _do his majesty some signal service.”

began to conceive a much better opinion of

me than he had ever before. He desired I

would give him as exact an account of

the government of England as I possibly

could; because, as fond as other princes

commonly are of their own customs (for

so he conjectured other monarchs by my

former discourses), he should be glad to

hear of any thing that might deserve

imitation. _

Imagine with thyself, courteous reader,

how often I then wished for the tongue of

cmosthenes or Cicero, that might have

enabled me to celebrate the praise of my

own dear native country, in a style equal

to its merits and felicity. _ _

I began my discourse by informmg his

majesty, that our dominions consisted of

two islands, which composed three mighty

ingdoms, under one sovereign, beside our

plantations in America. I dwelt long upon

the fertility of our soil, and the temperature

of our climate. I then spoke at large upon

the constitution of an English parliament ;

partly made up of an illustrious body

called the house of peers; persons or _the

noblest blood, and of the most fl1ieie11t

and ample patrimonies. I described that

extraordinary care always taken of their

education in arts and arms, t0 qualify

them for being counsellors both to the

king and kingdom 3to have a share m the
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leggfiatiire ;dto be members oflthe high?

co 0 ju 'cature, whence t ere can e

no appeal; and to be champions always

ready for the defence of their prince an

country, by their valour, conduct, and

fidelity. That these were the ornament

and bulwark of the kingdom, worthy

followers of their most renowned ancestors,

whose honour had been the reward of

their virtue, from which their posterity

were never once known to degenerate. To

these were joined several holy persous, as

5al;: of that assembly, under the titlekof

is ops, whose eculiar business is to ta e
care of religion,pand of those who instruct

the people therein. These were searched

and sought out through the whole nation,

by the prince and his wisest couusellors,

among such of the priesthood as were most

deservedly distinguished by the sanctity of

their lives, and the depth of their eru

dition; who were indeed the spiritual

fathers of the clergy and the people.

That the other part of the parliament

consisted of an assembly called the house

of commons, who were all principal gentle

men' freely picked and culled out by the

l9e09le themselves, for their great abilities

and love of their country, to represent the

:1"sdom of the whole nation. And that

hese two bodies made up the most august

9sse7l25ly in Europe; to whom, in coi1

-lgaiiggiiiig with ttltiedprince, the whole legis

commi te ,

ov€ll5heI_i descended to the courts of justice ;

uhich the Judges, those venerable
__-11-——-,

-..

....'’,
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sages and interpreters of the law, presided,

for determining the disputed rights and

properties of men, as well as for the pun

ishment of vice and protection of in

even our sports and pastimes, or any other

particular which I thought might redound

to the honour of my country. And I

finished all with a brief historical account

of affairs and events in England for about

a hundred years past. _

This conversation was not ended under

five audiences, each of several hours 3 and

the king heard the whole with great

attention, frequently taking notes of what

I spoke, as well as memorandums of what

questions he intended to ask me.

When I had put an end to these long

discourses, his majesty, in asixth audience,

consulting his notes, proposed many doubts,

queries, and objections, upon every article.

He asked, uwhat methods were used to

cultivate the minds and bodies of our

young nobility, and in what kind of busi

ness they commonly spent the first and

teachable parts of their lives ? What course

was taken to supply that assembly, when

any noble family became extinct? What

qualifications were necessary in "i06e who

are to be created newLlgrds: whether the

'
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' try, and how they

humour’ of the prince, a sum of money to

a court lady, or a design of strengthening

a party opposite to the public interest, ever

happened to be the motives in those ad

vancements ? What share of knowledge

these lords had in the laws‘ of their coun

came by it, soas to

enable them to decide the properties

of their fellow.subjects, in the last resort?

Whether they were always so free from

avarice, partialities, or want, that a bribe,

or some other sinister view, could have no

place among them? Whether those holy

lords I spoke of were always promoted

to that rank upon account of their know

ledge in religious matters,‘ andthe sanctity

of their lives; had never been compliers

with the times, while they were common

priests; or slavish prostitute chaplains to

some nobleman, whose opinions they con

tmued servilely to follow, after they were

admitted into that assembly ?

He then desired to know, 1what arts

were practised in electing those wlioml

called commoners: whether a stranger,

with a strong purse, might not influence

the_ vulgar voters to choose him before

their own landlord, or the most consider

able gentleman in the neighbourhood?

How it came to pass, that people were so

violently bent upon getting into this

assembly, which I allowed to be agreat

trouble and expense, often to the ruin of

their families without an. _ _ y salary or pen

:t1:_g.' boo<‘i1_ise’this appeared such an exalted

m of virtue and public spirit, that his

‘f:?1—,‘L:''M-‘_,
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majesty seemed to doubt it might possibly

not be always sincere?’ And he desired

to know, 1whether such sealous gentle

men could have any views of refunding

to the designs of a weak and vicious prince,

in conjunction with a corrupted ministry ?’_

He multi lied his questions, and sifted me

thoroughiy upon every part of this head,

proposing numberless inquiries and objec

tions, which I think it not prudentor con

venient to repeat.

Upon what I said in relation to our

courts of justice, his majesty desired to be

satisfied in several points: and this I was

the better able to do, having been formerly

almost ruined by a long suit in chancery,

which was decreed for me with costs. I._Ie

asked 1 what time was usually spent m

determining between right and wrong, and

what degree of expense ? Whether advo

cates and orators had liberty to plead in

vexatious, or oppressive ? Whether party,

in religion or politics, were observed to be of

any weight in the scale ofjustice ? Whether

those pleading orators were persons edu

' cated in the general knowledge of equity,

or only in provmcial, national, and other

local customs? Vvhether they 0r their

judges had any part in pennmg those laws,

.. which they assumed the liberty of inter

preting and glossing upon at thei_r Ple3

sure ? Whether they had ever, at d1fiérent

times, pleaded for and agamst the same
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cause, and cited recedents to prove con

trary opinions ? hether they were a rich

or a poor corporation? Whether they re

ceived any pecuniary reward for pleading,

or delivering their opinions ? And particu

larly, whether they were ever admitted as

members in the lower senate ?’

He fell next upon the management of

our treasury; and said, 1he thought my

memory had failed me, because I computed

our taxes at about five or six millious

a.year, and when I came to mention the

issues, he found they sometimes amounted

to more than double; for the notes he had

taken were very particular in this point,

because he hoped, as he told me, that the

knowledge of our conduct might be useful

to him, and he could not be deceived in his

calculations. But, if what I told him were

true, he was still at a loss how a kingdom

could run out of its estate, like a private

1 Person.’ He asked me, 1 who were our

;>);<;dzlt51°er1‘]i;?an<Ii{wheredwe dfiz11lijd moneyéafiz

’ ewon ere 0 ear me

ff such chargeable and expensive wars;

that certainly we must be a ouarrelsome

Pe0ple, or live among very bad neighboursi

and that our generals must needs be richer

than our kings.’ He asked, 1 what busi

ness we had out of our own islands, unless

ggt9el1‘4i scoretsof t-i1adé, or treaty,A%i'o l0

e coas wit our fleet?’ ve

all' he was amased to hear me talk of a

;:;:=ceen:;)és;?r1l‘i1dl1ig atrmy, in lthe rlriidstgf

. 9 onga 1'8e e0 e. 8531 ,
if we were governed byIdurpown cousent,
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in the persons of our representatives, he

could not imagine ofwhom we were afraid

or against whom we were to fight; and

would hear my opinion, whether a private

man’s house might not be better defended

his children, and family, than

might get a hundred times more by cutting

their throats ?’

He laughed at my 1 odd kind of arith

metic,’ as he was pleased to call it, 1 in

reckoning the numbers of our people, by a

computation drawn from the several sects

amon us, in religion and politics.’ He

said, he knew no reason why those, who

entertain opinions prejudicial to the public,

should be obliged to change, or should not

be obliged to conceal them. And as_ it was

tyranny in any government to r u1re the

first, so it was weakness not to en orce the

second: for a man may be allowed to keep

poisons in his closet, but not to vend them

about for cordials.’ _

. He observed, 1 that among the diver

sions of our nobility and gentry, l had

mentioned gaming: he desired to know at

what age this entertainment was usually

taken up, and when it was laid down; how

much of their time it employed: whether

it ever went so high as to affect their for. '

tunes; whether mean vicious Pe0ple, _by

their dexterity in that art, might not arrive

at great riches, and sometimes keep our

very nobles in dependence, as well as habi

tuate them to vile compamonss wm“!

_.
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take them from the improvement of their

minds, and force them, by the losses they

received, to learn and practi

famous dexterity upon others.’

ed with the
He was perfectly astonish _

historical account I gave him of our afilurs

during the last century; protesting it_was

only a heap of conspiracies, rebellious,

‘ banish
murders, massacres, revolutions,

ments, the very worst effects that avarice,

faction, hypocrisy, perfidiousness, cruelty,

rage, madness, hatred, envy, lust, malice,

and ambition, could produce.

His majesty, in another audience, was at

the pains to recapitul
had spoken; compared the questious he

made with the answers I had given; then

taking me into his hands, and stroking me

gently, delivered himself in these words,

which I shall never forget, nor the manner

he spoke them in : u My little friend Gril

drig, you have made a most admirable

panegyric upon your country; you have

clearly proved, that ignorance, idleness,

and _vice, are the proper ingredients for

qualifying a legislator; that laws are best

explained, interpreted, and applied, by

those whose interest and abilities lie in

Pervertmg, confounding, and eluding them.

I Pbserve among you some lines of an in._

stitution, which in its ori inal might have

been tolerable, but these alf erased, and

the rest wholly blurred and blotted by cor

l"1Pti0ns_. It does not appear, from all you

_m.ve said, h0w fi11y one perfection is re

Quired toward the procurement of any one

‘so that in

ate the sum of alll .‘
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station ‘among you; much less, _that men

self,” continued the king, uwho have

spent the greatest part of your life in

g, I am well disposed to hope you

may hitherto have escaped many vices of

your country. But by what I have gather

ed from your own relation, and the answers

bulk of your natives to be the most per

nicious race of little odious vermin that

nature ever suffered to crawl upon th0

77te Author’s love ofhis country. He makes

a '0posal ofmuch advantage to the :K1ng,

to rich is rejected. The King’s great tgn0r

ance in politics. The learning of 1/mi!

Nornmo but an extreme love of truth

could have hindered me from concealmg

this part of my story. It was in vam t0

_discover my rescntments, which were
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always turned into ridicule . and l. wss

forced to rest with patience, while my_noble

and beloved country
treated. I am as heartily sorry as any 0

refuse giving him what satisfaction lwas

able. Yet thus much I may be allowed to

say in my own vindication, that I artfully

every oint a more favourable turn, y

many egrees, than the strictness of truth '

would allow. For I have always borne

that laudable partiality to my own country,

which Dionysius Halicarnassensis, with so

much justice, recommends to an historian:

I would hide the frailties and deformities

geous light. This was my sincere endea

vour in those many discourses I had with

that monarch, although it unfortunately

failed of success.But great allowances should be given to

a king, who lives wholly secluded from the

rest of the world, and must therefore be

altogether unacquainted with the manners

and customs that most prevail in otheb,

nations: the want of which knowledge

u"ll {WE1 produce many rejudices, sn4s

certam narrowness of thin ing, from Vlhifl1

ue, and the politer countries of Eur0Pe, '

1"e wholly exempted. And it would be .

\
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To confirm what I have now said, and

further to show the miserable effects of a

confined education, I shall here_ insert a

four hundred years ago, to make a certain

powder, into a heap of which, the smallest

spark of fire falling, would kindle the whole

in a moment although it were as big as a

mountain, and make it all fly up in the air

together, with a noise and agitation greater

9

would drive a ball of iron or lead, with

such violence and speed, as nothmg was

able to sustain its force. That the largest

balls thus discharged, would not only de

each, to the bottom of the sea ; and when

linked together by a chain, would cut

through masts and rigging, divide hundreds

of bodies in the middle, and lay all waste

before them. That we often_put_this Pow

der mto large hollow balls of 1roi1, and

discharged them by an engine ""50 somo '

city,we were besieging which would rip

up the pavements, tear the houses to pieces,

burst and throw splinters on every side,
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dashing out the brains of all who came

near. That I knew the ingredients WI!‘

well, which were cheap and common; I

to .make those tubes, of a si1e proporti

able to all other things in his majesty’s

kingdom, and the largest need not be above

ahundred feet long; twenty or thirty of

which tubes, charged with the proper

1, would batter

quantity of powder on

down the walls of thedominions, in a few hours, or destroy the

whole metropolis, if ever it should pretend

to dispute his absolute commands. This I

humbly offered to his majesty, as asmall

tribute of acknowledgment, in turn for so

many marks that I had received, of his

‘ royal favour and protection.’
The king was struck with horror at the

hose terrible
description I had given of t
fngmes, and the proposal l had made

He was amased, '

grovelling an insect as I’
8Xpressions) 1 could entertain such inhu

man ideas, and in so familiar a manner, as

ear wholly unmoved at all the scenes

to appof blood and desolation, which I had paint,

e_d, as the common effects of those destru»

tiv_e machines; whereof,’ he said, 1 s0llic

o1"l Bemus, enemy to mankind, must have

ggenwfgle tfierést <€gntrivetli.i As for himsvlfi

. es , at al ou h few t ings

gfilighted him so much as ngew discoveries

‘os art 0r in_ nature, yet he would rather

e half his kingdom, than be privy I0
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e opmion of an English reader: but I

take this defect among them to have risen

from their ignorance, by not having hither

t0 reducedpolitics into a science, as the

NQIe acute wits of Europe have done.

'my intention) a very mean opinion of our

understandings. He professed both to

flbominate and despise all mystery, refine

ment, and intrigue, either in a prince or a

minister. He could not tell what I‘ meant

by secrets of state, where an enemy, or

some rival nation, were not in the case.

VoL. I. M
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He confined the knowledge of governing

within very narrow bounds, to common

sense and reason, to justice and lenity, to

the speedy determination of civil and

criminal causes; with some other obvious

topics, which are not worth considering.

And he gave it for his opinion, u that who

ever could make two ears of corn, or two

blades of grass to grow upon a

ground, where only one grew before,

would deserve better of mankind, and do

more essential service to his country, than

the whole race of politicians put together.”

The learning of this people is very de

fective; consisting only in morality, poetry,

and mathematics, wherein they must be

allowed to excel. But the last of these is

wholly applied to what may be useful in

life, to the improvement of agriculture, and

all mechanical arts; so that among us, it

would belittle esteemed. And as to ideas,

entities, abstractions, and transcendentals,

I could never drive the least conception

of them into their heads. . ' .
No law in that country must exceed in

words the number of letters in their alphas

bet, which consists only of two and twenty.

But indeed few of them extend even to

that length. They are expressed in the

most plain and simple terms, wherein

those people are not mercurial enough to

$:cover above one interpretation: and to

criit1e a cginment upon_ any law, is a capital

dr i%.C eds to the decision of civil causes,

cegzmt e 1ngs agamst criminals, their pre

s are so few, that they have little

'

spot of

-,
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...

reason to boast of any extraordinary skill

in either.

They have had the art of printing, as

well as the Chinese, time out of mind: but

their libraries are not very large; for that

of the king, which is reckoned the largest,

does not amount to above a thousand vol

umes, placed in a gallery of twelve hundred

feet long, whence I had liberty to borrow

what books I leased. The queen’s joiner

had contriv in one of Glumdalclitch’s

rooms, a kind of wooden machine five.and

twenty feet high, formed like a standing

ladder; the steps were each fifty feet long :

it was indeed a moveable pair of stairs, the

lowest end placed at ten feet distance from

the wall of the chamber. The book I had

a mind to read, was put up leaning against

the wall: I ‘first mounted to the upper step

of the ladder, and turning my face towards

the book, began at the top of the page, fwd

s0 walking to the right and left about eight

or ten paces, according to the length of the

lines, till I had gotten a little below the

level of mine eyes, and then descei'id1ug

gradually till I came to the bottom: after

which I mounted again, and began the

other page in the same manner, and _s0

turned over the leaf, which I could easily

do with both my hands, for it was as thick

and stiffas a pasteboard, and in thelarB'est

folios not above eighteen or twenty feet

long. , d

/lheir style is clear, masculine, aed

smooth, but not florid ; _ for_ they s""

nothing more tha1i1u1é1ult1plymg unneoes'
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sary words, or using various expressions.

l have perused many of their books, especi

ally those in history and morality. Among

the rest, I was much diverted with a little

old treatise, which always lay ‘m Glumdal

clitch’s bedchamber, and belonged to her

governess, a grave elderly gentlewoman,

who dealt in writings of morality and de

votion. The book treats of the weakness

of human kind, and is in little esteem,

except among the women and.the vulgar.

' However, I was curious to see what an

author of that country could say upon such

a subject. This writer went through all

the usual topics of European moralists,

showing u how diminutive, contemptible,

and helpless an animal was man in his own

nature; how unable to defend himself

from inclemencies of the air, or the fury

of wild beasts: how much he was excelled

by one creature in strength, by another in

speed, by a third in foresight, by a fourth

in industry.” He added, u that nature

was degenerated in these latter declining

ages of the world, and could now produce

only small abortive births, in comparison

of those in ancient times.” He said 01''it

was very_reasonable to think, not only that

the species of men were originally much

Qrger, _but also that there must have been

giants in former ages; which, as it is

fizierted by history and tradition, so it has

ca“!1la<l:{Jnfinncd by_huge bones and skulls,

kit; d y dug up in several parts of the

dwifln£ll3l, tar exceeding t e common

face of men in our days.” He
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argued, uthat the very laws. of nature ’

absolutely required we should have been

made, in the beginning, of a si1e more

large and robust ; not so liable to destruc

tion from every little accident, of a tile

falling froma house, or a stone cast from

the hand of a boy, or being drowned in a

little brook.” From this way of reasoning,'

the author drew
several moral applications,

useful in the conduct of life, but needless

re to repeat. For my own part, I‘could

not avoid reflecting how universally this

talent was spread, of drawing lectures in

morality, or indeed rather matter of dis

content and repining, from the quarrels

we raise with nature. And I believe, upon

astrict inquiry, those quarrels might be

shown as ill.grounded among us as they are

among that people=k

As to their military aflF'airs, they boast

that the king’s army consists of a hundred

and seventy.six thousand foot, and thirty

two thousand horse: if that may be called

an army, which is made up of tradesmen

il1 the several cities, and farmers m the

country, whose commanders are only the

nobility and gentry, without pay or ‘reward.

ey are indeed perfect enough_m_ Qieir

exercises, and under very good disciPliner

1 The author's 1eal i0.10155! P'0“dence has

before been remarked ; and these q5a"0:,s1dw,',$

nature, or in other words with G0‘l,b¢°8h0wm

ave been more forcib1y repro'ed than '2 fmmde

that the complaints upon which thug 5;’ s of such

wou1d be equal1y specious among 3i ;Fu_engm.-_

gls1onishing superiority of stature an

M3
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wherein I saw no great merit; for how

should it be otherwise, where every farmer

is under the command of his own landlord,

and every citisen under that of the princi

pal men in his own city, chosen after the

manner of Venice, b ballot ?

I have often seen t e militia of Lorbrul

ud drawn out to exercise, in a great

eld near the city of twenty miles square.

They were in all not above twenty.five

thousand foot, and six thousand horse;

but it was impossible for me to compute

their number, considering the space of

ground they took up. A cavalier, mount

ed on a large steed, might be about ninety

feet high. I have seen this whole body of

horse, upon a word of command, draw

their swords at once, and brandish them in .

the air. Imagination can figure nothing

so grand, so surprising, and so astonishing!

it_ looked as if ten thousand flashes oflight

ning were darting at the same time from

every quarter of the sky.
I was curious to know how this prince,

to whose dominions there is no access from

any other country, came to think of armies,

0r to teach his people the practice of mili

tary discipline. But I was soon informed,

gin‘ by conversation and reading their

th tones; for, in the course of many ages,

d. ey have been troubled with the same

is15ease to which the whole race of mankind

forsllblect ; the nobility often contending

kin P°fWeY, the People for liberty, and the

g or absolute dommion. All which,

however haPPily tempered by the laws of
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that kingdom, have been sometimes vio

lated by each of the three arties, and have

more than once occasioneg civil wars ; the

last whereof was happily put an end to, by

is prince’s grandfather, in a general

composition; and the militia, then settled

with common consent, has been ever since

kept m the strictest duty.

__

CHAPTER VIII.

The King and Queen make a progress to the

frontiers. The Author attends them. The

manner in which he leaves the country

very particularly related. He returns 10

England.

I mmalwaysa strong impulse that I should

some time recover my liberty, though it

was impossible to conjecture by what

meaus, or to form any project with the

least hope of succeeding. The ship 1n

which I sailed, was the first ever known

to be driven within sight of that coast, and

the king had given strict orders, u that 1f

at any time another appeared, it should be

taken ashore, and with all its_crew and

passengers brought in a tumbril to Lor

brulgrud.” He was strongly bent t0 get, uA0

a woman ofmy own sise, by wl_i0m l 1$3 l:‘

propagate the breed: but 1 think I s oar

rather have died than undergouo abetgrace of leaving a posterity I0 be ega c

cages, like tame canlslr1ié.birds: and Pe‘ P"
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in time, sold about thekingdom, to persons

of quality, for curiosities. I was indeed

treated with much kindness: I was the

favourite of a great king and queen, and

the delight of the whole court ; but it was

upon such a foot as ill became the dignity

of humankind. I could never forget those

not very common; the whole story and

circumstances of which I shall faithfully

relate.I had now been two years in this coun

try ; and about the beginning of the third,

Glumdalclitch and I attended the king an<i_

queen in a r0 ress to the south coast 0

the kihgdoml.) %was carried, as usual, in

my travelling.box, which as I have already

?§féii1§"?.;e$“i1§l3Jo’2o1Au‘i’?.‘o5“ o‘3‘°’.-dof
. 11 re ‘a

hammock to be fixed, by silkgn $92 from

the four corners at the top, to break the

jolts, when a servant carried me before

him on horseback, as I sometimes desired .‘

and would often sleep in my hammock,

while we were upon the road On thé

roof of my closet not directl . over the
yggggietooéuzhe hainmock, I - olrdered the‘

give me air (i):t]?0li.:o1se<Z)1tl‘‘l?e£o0t sqlm1le,‘which hole t 5 3:s SBP 1

u at pleasure with a board
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. that drew backward and forward through

a groove.

‘ When we came to our journey’s end,

the king thought proper to pass a few

days at a palace he has near Flanfiasnic, a

city within eighteen English miles of the

sea.side. Glumdalclitch and I were much

fatigued: I had gotten a small cold, but the

poor girl was so ill as to be confined to her

chamber. I lon ed to see the ocean, which

must be the orgy scene of my escape, it

ever it should happen. I pretended to be

worse than I really was, and desired leave

to take the fresh air of the sea, with a

ge, whom I was very fond of, and who

vad sometimes been trusted with me. I

shall never forget with what unwillingness

li1lumdalclitch consented, nor the strict

c arge she gave the page to be careful of

me, bursting at the same time into a_ flood _

of tears, as if she had some forbodmg of

_1vhat was to happen. The boy t00k me o1,it

In my box, about half an hour’s walk from

the palace, towards the rocks on the sea

shore. I ordered him to set me down,

and lifting up one of my sashes, cast many.

a wistful melancholy look towards the sea,

I found myself not very well, and told the

Page that I had a mind to take a nap in my

hammock, which I hoped would do fie

good. I got in, and the boy shut tlde

window close down, to keep out the c0 -

l soon fell asleep, and all I can Q0u.lecmég

is, while I slept, the Page, tmnkmg the

nger could happen, weut a1.uou§efo,.e

rocks to look for birds’ eggs, havmg '
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observed him from my window searching

about, and picking up one or two in the

clefts. Be that as it will, I found myself

suddenly awaked with a violent pull upon

‘ the ring, which was fastened at the top of

my box for the conveniency of carriage.

felt my box raised very high in the air,

and then borne forward with prodi ious

speed. The first jolt had like to ave

shaken me out ofmy hammock, but after

ward the motion was easy enough.

called out several times, as loud as I could

,raise my voice, but all to no purpose.

looked towards my windows, and could see

nothing but the clouds and sky. I heard a

noise just over my head, like the clapping

of wings, and then began to perceive the

woful condition I was in; that some eagle

had got the ring of my box in his beak,

with an intent to let it fall on a rock, like

a tortoise in a shell, and then pick out my

body, and devour it. for the sagacity and

smell of this bird enables him to discover

his quarry at a great distance, though

better concealed than I could be within a

two.inch board.
In a little time, l observed the noise and

flutter of wings to increase very fast, and

1Eiy Pox was tossed up and down, like a

si3n In a windy day. I heard several bangs

<(Jt1_' buffets, as I thought given to the eagle

thor such I am_ certain it must have been

at held the rmg of my box in his beak ,

and then, all on a sudden, felt mysef

falling Perpendicuhrl. _ < y down for above a

mute, but with such incredible swiftness,

.
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that I almost lost my breath. My fall was

stopped by a terrible squash, that sounded

louder to my ears than the cataract of

Niagara ; it after which, I was quite in

the dark for another minute, and then 1n

box began to rise so high, that I could see

light from the tops of the windows. I now

perceived I was fallen into the sea. My

box, by the weight of my body, the goods

that were in, and the broad plates of iron

fixed for strength at the four corners of

the top and bottom, floated about five feet

deep in water. l did then, and do now

suppose, that the eagle which flew away

with my box was pursued by two or three

others, and forced to let me drop, while he

defended himself against the rest, who

hoped to share in the prey. The plates of

iron fastened at the bottom of the box

(for those were the strongest) _preserved

the balance while it fell, and hmdered it

from being broken on the surface of the

water. Every joint of it was well grooved ;

and the door did not move on hmges, but

up and down like a sash, which kept my

closet so tight that very little water came

in. Igot with much difliculty out of my

hammock, having first ventured to draw

back the slip.board on the roof already

mentioned, contrived on purpose to let in

" This cataract is Produced by the fau of 3 con
flux of wam, (formed af the four 'ast 1akes of

. di i3‘

Esta?Lira.:;0s*t::,§;tia:‘|,s1‘s;i§§§,§g
feet; and it is said to have been he”

leagues.-H.
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air, forflwgnt of which I found myself al

most sti e .
How often did I then wish myself with

my ldegr Gl1urgdalcélitcéil, groim w.horK din?

sing e our a so at ‘vi e me. n

may say with truth, that in the midst of

i , i i

i21?i.e?i1Z.‘;ig’§§§°”§,1$3§siis1;1éu‘ii é’g‘§2i”§€Z

would suffer for my loss, the displeasure

of the queen, and the ruin of her fortune.

Perhaps many tra'ellers have not been

under greater difliculties and distress than

I was at this juncture, expecting every

moment to see my box dashed to pieces, or

at least overset by the first violent blast, or

rising wave. A breach in one single pane

of glass ll'1<flo11ld ha3l71e beeln immediate ggattllil:

nor cou any t ing ave reserv e.
windows, but the strong plattice wires

[t)lace<lil on th% outside]; against accidents 11;

rave ing. saw it e water oose in a

several crannies, althou h the leaks were

not considerable, and % endeavoured to

stop them as well as I could. I was not

able to lift up the roof of my closet, which

otherwise I certainly should have d

and sat on the top of it; where I might at

least preserve myself some hours longer,

than by being shut up (as I may call it)

m the hold. Or if I escaped these dangers

for a_ day or two, what could I expect, but

a miserable death of cold and hunger? I

was four hours under these circumstances,

fggfitctg1fia i1rlgllintiieed wishing, every mo

as .

I have already told the reader that there

‘
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' about. I v

' screw it d

were two strong staples fixed upon that

side of my box which had no window, and

into which the servant, who used to carry

me on horseback, would put a leathern belt,

and buckle it about his waist. Being in

this disconsolate state, I heard, or at least

thought I heard, some kind of grating

noise on that side of my box where the

staples were fixed ; and soon after I began

to fancy that the box was pulled or towed

along the sea;
for I now and then felt a

sort of tugging, which made the waves

rise near the tops of my windows, leaving

me almost in the dark. ‘This ‘ gave me

some faint hopes of relief, although I was

not able to imagine how it could be brought

entured to unscrew one of my
chairs, which were always fastened to the

floor; and having made a hard shift to

slipping.board that I had lately opened, I

mounted on the chair, and putting my

near as I could to the hole, I
called for help in a loud voice, and m all

languages I understood. I _ then

astened my handkerchief to a_ stick I

usually carried, and, thrusting it up the

hole, waved it several times in the air,

that if any boat or ship were near, the sea

men might conjecture some unhaPPy

mortal to be shut up in the box. b. t

I found no effect from all I could do, gd

plainly perceived my closet to he ml?v or

along; and in the space of 21n 3iou ’the

better, that side of the box where

own again, directly under the'

staples were, and had no windows, much I
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lagainst something that was hard. I ap

prehended it tobe a rock, and found myself

tossed more than ever. I plainly heard a

noise upon the cover of my closet, like

that of a cable, and the grating of it as it

passed through the ring. I then found

myself hoisted up, by degrees, at least

three feet higher than I was before.

Whereupon I again thrust up my stick

and handkerchief calling for hel till I

was almost hoarse. In return to w ich,

heard a great shout repeated three times,

giving me such transports of joy, as are

not to be conceived but by those who feel

them. I now heard a trampling over my

head, and somebody calling through the

hole with aloud voice, in the English

tongue, 1 If there be any body below, let

them speak.’ I answered, 1 I was an

Englishman, drawn by ill fortune into the

greatest calamity that ever any creature

underwent, and begged, by all that was

moving, to be delivered out of the dungeon

I was in.’ The voice replied, 1 I was safe,

for my box was fastened to their ship; and

the carpenter should immediately come

and saw a hole in the cover, lar e enough

to pull me out.’. I answered, that was

,rieedless, and would take up too much

tnne; for there was no more to be done,

but let one of the crew put his finger into

PM ring, and take the box out of the sea

into the ship, and so into the captain’s

cabin. 1: Some of them, upon hearing me

. There are se'eral lit1lei ‘
nCiflelitfl‘which show

the m"'h0' '0 ha” had s def’? know1edge ofhuman
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|.

talk so wildly, thought I was mad: others

laughed; for indeed.it never came into my

head, that I was now got among people of

my own stature and strength. The car

, and in a few minutes sawed
a passage about four feet square, then let

down a small ladder, upon which I mount

ed, and thence was taken into the ship in a

very weak condition.

The sailors were all in ama1ement, and

asked me a thousand questions, which I

had no inclination to answer.

ly confounded

homas Wilcocks, an henest

hropshire man, observing l u[as

ready to faint, took me into his cabm,

gave me a cordial to comfort me, andmade

me turn in upon his own bed, advising me

to take alittle rest, of which I had great

need. Beforel went to sleep, I gave him

to understand that I had some valuable

furniture in my box, too good to l7el05t5 a

he hammock, a handsome field.bed, tw0

chairs, a table, and a cabinet; that my

closet was hung on all sides, or rather

nature; and I think this is one. Although the

ad'an s enumerated by G"uxgaigégg
eginnmg of thisc apter, of min!-’.ii_"g;§n of me

his countrymen, depended on_1he1{_ ‘aim in his

same si1e with himself, yet this is '-!'g°aflerw,u.ds

ardour to be delivered: and he {:,, his muj m

betrayed into the same abfl1rd1tii !

preser'e his furniture.-H

'

_.
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cluded I was raving; however (I suppose

to pacify me) he promised to give order as

‘I desired, and going upon deck, sent some

of his men down into my closet, whence

(as I afterwards found) they drew up all

my goods, and stripped off the quilting;

but the chairs, cabinet, and bedstead, being

screwed to the floor, were much damag .

by the ignorance of the seamen, wh

them up by force. Then they knocked off

some of the boards for the use of the ship,

and when they had got all they had a mind

for, let the hull drop into the sea, which

by reason of many breaches made in the

bottom and sides, sunk to rights. And,

Indeed, I was glad not to have been a

spectator of the havoc they made; be

cause I am confident it would have seusi

bly touched me, by bringing former

Passages into my mind, which I would

rather have forgot.
I slept some hours, but perpetually dis

turbed with dreams of the place I had left,

and the dangers I had escaped. However,

upon waking, I found myself much re

covered. It was now about eight o'clock

?'t mgllt, and the captain ordered supper

ig1mediatel/, thinking I had already fasted

ki")id1°n_g- He entertained me with great

or t 1llfigsi observing me not to look wildly,

8‘ ‘ncouslstently: and, when we were



ould give him a

ytravels, and by what acci
dent I came to be set adrift, in that mon

strous wooden chest. He said, 1 that about

n, as he was looking

, spied it at a distance,
and thought it was a '

his own beginning to fall short. Thatupon

coming nearer, and finding his error, he

sent out his long.boat to discover what it

was ; that his men came back in a fright,

swearing they had seen a swimming house.

That he laughed at their folly, and went

himself in tli
e boat, ordering his men to

e a strong cable along with them. That

the weather bein

g calm, he rowed roundme several times, observed my windows

and wire lattices that defended them.

That he discovered two staples upon one

side, which was all of boards, without any

gfissage for light. He then commanded

_ 1s men to row up to that side, and fasten

a to one of the staples, ordered

them to tow my chest, as they called it,

toward the ship. When it was there, he

s to fasten another cable to
the ring fixed in the cover, and to raise up

my chest with pulleys, which all the sailoffl

were not able to do above two or three feet

He said, they saw my stick and handlaoels

chief thrust out of the hole, and couolll

that some unhappy man must be shl111t 1<*3

in the cavity.’ l asktid, ‘ whether e

the crew had seen any Prodigious birds in
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the air, about the time he first discovered

me.’ To which he answered, 1that dis

coursing this matter with the sailors while

I was asleep, one of them said, he had

observed three eagles flying towards the

porth, btpt relmarkeglnothing oithleirlbeing

argert ant eusu si1e:’ w ic su

pose must be imputed to the great heig t

they were at; and he could not guess the

reason of my question. I then asked_the

gaptfain, 1lhoydv faréie rec(ll§0n1el<)l I11lbghié

eroman?’ esai, y ees

computation he could make, we were at

least a hundred leagues.’ I assured him,

;_thaIt }I1i€dII1uitlb8ft111'l§t3ken bty alrngst halfl,

or a no e t e counry w ence

came above two hours before I drop

into the sea.’ Whereupon he began again

to think that my brain was disturbed, of

which he gave me a hint, and advised me

’

to go to bed in a cabin he had provided. _ I

life.’ He then grew serious, and desir

to ask me freely, 1whether I were not

troubled in my mind by the consciousness

of some enormous crime, for which I was

pumshed, at the command of some prince,

by_ exposing me in that chest; as great

criminals, in other countries, have been

fo1ce_d_ to sea in a leaky vessel, without

provisions: for although he should be

sprry to have taken so ill aman into his

:1l), yet he would engage his word to set

e safe ashore, in the first port where we



VOYAGE T0 BROBDINGNAG.l95

, as well as by myodd looks and behaviour while I was at

supper.’

I begged his patience to hear me tell my

story, which I faithfully did, from the last

time I left England, to the moment he

first discovered me. And as truth always

forces its way into rational minds, so this

onest worthy gentleman, who had some

tincture of learning, and very good sense,

was immediately convinced of my cand0ur

and veracity. But further to confirm aU

Ihad said, I entreated him to give 0i1ler

lhfi1t hmy cabinet should be brought, of

w ic I
had the key in my pocket ; for he '

had already informed me how the seamcfl

disposed of my closet. I opened it in

his own presence, and showed him the

small collection of rarities I made in the

country from which I had been so strange

ly delivered. There was the comb I_hafl

contrived out of the stumps of the kil1s s

beard, and another of the same materials,

but fixed into a paring of her maJesty s

i‘.h11mb.nail, which served for the back

There was a collection of needles and pins,

from a foot to half a yard l0ng; fo‘.n' gasp

stings, like joiner’s tacks; spme cglnh‘§§§

of the queen’s hair; a gold rlng'_w 1° most

day she made me a Prese_nt of mhgr lime

obliging manner, tak_h'ig i'5 frou£ ad nkea

finger, and throwingIi;over my e
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collar. I desired the captain would please

to accept this ring in return for his civili

ties ; which he absolutely refused. I

showed him a corn that I had cut off, with

my own hand, from a maid of honour’s

toe; it was about the bigness of a Kentish

pippin, and grown so hard, that when I

returned to England, I got it hollowed

d set in silver.

I could force nothing on him but a foot

man’s tooth, which I observed him to ex

amine with great curiosity, and found he

had a fancy for it. He received it with

abundance of thanks, more than such a

trifle could deserve. It was drawn by an

unskilful surgeon, in a mistake, from one

of Glnmdalclitch’s men, who was afiiicted

with the tooth.ach, but it was as sound as

any in his head. I got it cleaned, and put

it into my cabinet. It was about a foot

long, and four inches in diameter.

this pl‘ain relation l had given him, and

s—udi he hoped, when we returned to

England, I would oblige the world by

fi1tting it on paper, and making it public.’

y answer was, 1 that I thought we were

overstocked with books of travels: that

l¢}0:hing _could now pass which was not

afitgaordinary; wherein I doubted some

own (are _less consulted truth, than their

ignoraigé1ty, or interest, or the diversion of

contain l_ readers; that my story could

ittle beside common events, with
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out those ornamental descriptions ofstrange

plants, trees, birds, and other animals; or

of the barbarous customs and idolatry of

) savage people, with which most writers

1 abound. However, I thanked him for his

good opinion, and promised to take the

matter into my thoughts.’

e said 1 he wondered at one thing very

much, which was, to hear me speak so

oud;’ asking me 1 whether the king or

queen of that country were thick of hear

ing ?’ I told him, 1it was what I had been

lli8eil to for above two years past, and that

'7 ' 5. '-'8 ' 3'0‘J’

.3 Q.a Z N s5

sailors stood all about me, l
thought they were the most little con;

.. temptible creatures I had ever beheld;

For indeed, while I was in that pri1ieee

country, I could never endure to look in a

glass after mine eyes had been accustomed

to such prodigious objects, _because the

eomparison gave me so despicable s1 cgn;

eeit of myself. The captain said, t 8

while we were at supper, he observedd11'if

to look at every thing with a sort of won (ens

and that I often seemed hardly able U: fivel;

tain my laughter, which he knew no

-
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how to take, but imputed it to some dis

' brain.’ I answered, 1it was

very true; and I wondered how l could

forbear, when I saw his dishes of the sise

of a silver three.pence, a leg of pork hardly

a mouthful, a cup not so big as a nut

shell;’ and so I went on, describing the

rest of his household.stud and provisious,

after the same manner. For, although‘

the queen had ordered a little equipage of

all things necessary for me, while I was in

her service, yet my ideas were wholly

taken up with what I saw on every side_of

me, and I winked at my own littleness, as

people do at their own faults. The captain

understood my raillery very well, and

merrily replied with the old English pro

verb, 1 that he ‘doubted mine eyes were

bigger than my belly, for he did not ob

serve my stomach so good, although I had

fasted all day ;’ and, continuing in his

mirth, protested 1 he would have gladly

given a hundred pounds, to have seen my

chest in the eagle’s bill, and afterwards in

its fall from so great a height into the sea;

which would certainly have been a most

astonishing object, worthy to have the

description of it transmitted to future

ages :’ and the comparison of Phaeton

was so obvious, that he could not forbear

aPPlying it, although I did not much

admire the conceit. .
Tl1e_cagl:,sin having been at Tonquin,

ggséh in is return to England, driven

d .eastward to the latitude of

egree8, and longitude of l43. But meet

,,..-—..-..»-‘<I,

""..',1.-..1":-l‘mP‘

-_A=Ffl:—_

_..»-.--i:‘:‘,'...v,
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, we sailed southward a long

Holland, kept our

, and then south.'

we doubled the Cape of

Our voyage was very

The captain called

_ ts, and sent in his

receive one farthing. We took

other, and I made

d come to see me at

_ . I hired a horse and
B11lde for five shillings, which I borrowed

of the ca ' .

_ As I was on the road, observing Hie

littleu ' houses, the trees, the

people, I began to think
1pyself 1l1 Lilliput. I was afraid of tramp

lmg on every traveller I met, and often

called

l came to my own house, for

which I was forced to inquire, one of the

servants
opening the door, I bent down to

3? in, (like a goose under a gate,) for fear '

0 . .stnkm my head. My wife ran out t0

embrace lie, but I stooped lower than her

_ ot trouble the reader“ .
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knees, thinking she could otherwise never

be able to reach my mouth. My daughter

kneeled to ask my blessing, but I could not

see her till she arose, having been so long

used to stand with my head and eyes erect

to above sixty feet; and then I went to

take her up with one hand by the waist. I

looked down upon the servants, and one or

two friends who were in the house, as

they had been pigmies and I a giant. I

told my wife, 1 she had been too thrifiy,

for I found she had starved herself and her

daughter to nothing.’ In short, I behav

myself so unaccountably, that they were

all of the captain’s opinion when he first

saw me, and concluded I had lost my wits.

This I mention as an instance of the great

power of habit and prejudice.
In,a little time, I and my family and

friends came to a right understanding:

but my wife' protested 1 I should never go

to sea any more ;’ although my evil destiny

so ordered, that she had not power to

hinder me, as the reader may know here

after. ln the mean time, I here conclude

the second part of myunfortunate voyages.

END OF V0l» l'
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1 Dr. Swifm seems to have borrowed severa1

hints, in his Voyage to

L Q f a nove1 writ' —- ten b the learned Dr. Fi?al;::i:, G:,2iT::'in, Bi§h0Br§€

_ . ' 1sc0

¢ :‘:u:¢.-:‘ ‘..i:.:‘...;,“:‘L.,"D2..;i2;:‘a-012;“,. 8 $age h-l1 e 'l“? 3"02 which ii33 ...°

'o. l_iis p 1 osopdl. rgr1zvs that Bi..hop Godwm

u'e;aLrtc1::ie:e . iii: ‘ Nuncius lnanim.am11.

which contaius iustructious to_ c0{'v0¥x5e1f‘i‘1°'i6‘§;‘‘_e_:

Rgence, is very scarce. He med m I p

1

VoL. II. ' A

 



2 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS.

another ship, where he was master and a

fourth part owner, in a voyage to the

Levant. He had always treated me more

like a brother, than an inferior ofii '

and hearing of my arrival, made me a

visit, as l ap rehended only out of friend

ship, for not ing passed more than what

is usual after long absences. '

his visits often}; elx 'E8sl123 his1jo th I

' ea , as ‘ng, w e er

were now settled for life,’ adding, 1 that he

intended a voyage to the East Indies in

two months,’ at last he plainly invited me,

though with some apologies, to be surgeon

of the ship; 1 that I should have another

surgeon under me, beside our two mates;

that my salary should be double to the

usual pay; and that having experienc

my knowledge in sea.affairs to be at least

equal to his, he would enter into any en

ga ement to follow my advice, as much as

if had shared in the command.’

He said so many other obliging things',

and I knew him to be so honest a man,

that I.could not reject this proposal; the

thirst I had of seeing the wgfld notwith.

standing my past misfortunes éontinuing

as violent‘as ever. The only difliculty that

remaifiedi was to persuade my wife whose

consent however I at last obtained,’by the

of advantage she proposed to her

Weset on
and anived;ttl%_e)l§tt:létdaée<:)f;gAéu st, l706,

$I;_!'e'itl_;_ IZO7. We staid there three weeks

es 01“ crew, many of whom were

e llth of

‘_

4-.._'\'ip>,’_'.__
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sick. From thence we went to

where_the captain resolved to continue

gave me power
, while be transacted his affairs at

d above three days,
ghen a great storm arising, we were driven

ve days to the north.north.east, and then

to the east: after which we had falr

weather, but still with a pretty strong g9le

from the west. Upon the tenth day we

were chased by two pirates, who soon over

took us; for my
sloop was so deep lai39":

that she sailed very slow, neither were we

in a condition to defend ourselves. _

boarded about the same time
by both the pirates, who entered furiously

at the head of their men ; but finding us

all prostrate upon our faces'(for so I gave

order), they pinioned us with strong ropefifi

and setting a guard upon us, went to "arc

t esloo .

I obsgrved among them a Dutchm_at1‘1,

who seemed to be of ‘ s0ine a"tho.{‘hg';_

though he was not commander of ex to

ship. He knew usRy20ur countom1ucos

3
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be Englishmen, and jabbering to us in his

own language, swore we should be ti

back to back and thrown into the sea. _ I

spoke Dutch tolerably well; I told him

who we were, and beggedhim,.in consid

eration of our being Christians and Protes

tants, of neighbouring countries in strict

alliance, that he would move the captains

to take some pity on us. This inflamed

his rage; be repeated his, threatenings,

and turning to his companions, spoke with

great vehemence in t
guage, as I suppose, often using the word

Christianos. .The largest of the two pirate ships was

commanded by a Japanese captain, who

s kepa little Dutch, but very imperfectly.

e came up to me, and after several

questions, which I answered in great

humility, he .said, 1 we should not die.’

I made the captain a very low bow, and

then, tumin to the Dutchman, said, 1I

was sorry to nd more mercy in a Heathen,

than in a brother Christian.’ But I had

soon reason to repent those foolish words :

for that malicious reprobate, having often

endeayoured in vain to persuade both the

captams_that l might be thrown into the

sea (which they would not .yield to, after

the promise made me that I should not

die), however prevailed so far, as to have

a pumshment inflicted on me, worse, in

$l1l human appearance, than death itself.

ingo 1tngn were sent by _an equal division

new th the pirate ships, and my sloop

manned. As to myself, it was deter

_.

:‘:‘I
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own stores, and would

mined that I should be set adrift in a small

paddles and a sail, and four

days’ provisions; which last, the Japanese

captain was so kind to double out of hls

permit no man to
search me. I got down '

w;hill<e the Dutch

ut an hour before we saw the pirates,

l had taken an observation, and found we _

were in the latitude of 46 N. and longitude

of l83. \Vhen I was at some distance from

the pirates, I discovered, by my Pocket'

glass, several islands to the south.east. I

set up my sail the wind being fan-,_with 6

design to reach the nearest of those islands,

which I made a shift to do, in ab0nt three

hours. It was all rocky: however I got

many birds’ eggs ; and strikmg fire, I

kindled some heath and dry sea.Wed, by ’

which I roasted my eggs. I ate no other

supper, being resolved to spare my Pi''01hi

sions as much as I could. l Passed Y e

night under the shelter of a rock, strewmg

some heath under me, and slept Pretiy

well. .

The next day I sailed to another islamcl,

and thence to a third and fourth, sorg

times using my s8ll, ma somo“u‘o§..<le¥

paddles. But, not to trouble t1(ll?t:_esses

with a particular account of my isamveé

let it suflice, that on the fifth <lay hich lay

at tl}1le lasthisland i1£ihmt§;r1';'h8e};_t= w

sout -sout -east to B - .

‘s island wasA gt a great" d“tunoo
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than I expected, and I did not reach it in

less than five hours. I encompassed it

almost round, before I could find a con

venient place to land in; which was a

small creek, about three times the wide

ness of my canoe. I found t

be all rocky, only a little intermingl

with tufts of grass, and sweet.smellmg

herbs. I took out my small provisions,

and after having refreshed myself, I se

cured the remainder in a cave, whereof

there were great numbers; I gathered

plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and got a

quantity of dry sea.weed, and parched

grass, which I designed to kindle the next

day, and roast my eggs as well as I could,

for I had about'me my flint, steel, match,

and burning.glass. I lay all night in the

cave where had lodged my provisions.

n

was to pplace, and how miserable my end must be:

yet found myself so listless and desponding,

that I had not the heart to rise; and be

fore I could get spirits enough to creep 0n$

of my cave, the day was far advanced. I

, walked a while among the rocks: the sky

32as ierfectly clear, and the sun so hot,

wait was forced to turn my face from it:

as ii11tiri1ll on a sudden it became obscure,

from g1igl1t, m a manner very diflbrent

w at haPPeHs by the interposition of

¢

J
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A VOYAGE T0 LAPUTA, &c.acloud. .I turned back, and.perceived a

or the sky more darkened, than if I had

iade of a mountain. As
it approached nearer over the place where

firm substance,

d shining

and saw this vast
y descending almost to a parallel with

me, at ‘less than an English mile distance.

k out my pocket perspective, and

_ could plainly discover numbers of people

moving up and down the sides of it, which

aPPeared to be sloping; but what those

Peopille were doing I was not able to distin

gu \is .

_. The natural love of‘life ave me some

Inward motion of joy, and was rea<_ly to

entertain a hope that this adventure might,

s0me way or other, help to deliver me

from the desolate place and condition I

was in. But at the same time the reader

can hardly conceive my astonishment, to

behold an island in the air, inhabited by

men, who were able (as it should seem)_ to

raise or sink, or put it into pr0gr?ssWe

motion, as they leased. But not bemg_at

that time in a isposition to phil0s0Phiso

upon this phenomenon, I rather ch0s9 t0

observe what course tile island would take,

A

7
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because it seemed for a while to stand still.

Yet soon after, it advanced nearer, and l

could see the sides of it encompassed with

several gradations of galleries, and stairs,

at certain intervals, to descend from one

to the other. In the lowest gallery, l be

held some people fishing with long angling

rods, and others looking on. I waved my

cap (for my hat was longsince worn out)

and my handkerchief toward the .island;

and upon its nearer approach, I called and

shouted with the utmost strength of my

voice; and then looking circumspectly, l

beheld a crowd gather to that side which

was most in my view. I found by their

pointing toward me and to each other, that

they plainly discovered me, although they

made no return to my shouting. But

could see four or five men running in great

haste, up the stairs, to the top of the island,

who then disappeared. I happened rightly

to conjecture, that these were sent for

orders to some person in authority, upon

this occasion. , .. '
The number of people increased, and, m

less than half an hour, the island was

moved and raised in such a manner, that

the lowest gallery appeared in a parrallel

' of less than a hundred yards’ distance from

the height where I stood. I then put

myself in the most supplicating postures,

and_sp0ke in the humblest accent, but

received no answer. Those who stood

nearest 0ver_against me, seemed to be

l:§rs01is of distmction, as l supposed by

eir habit. They conferred earnestly
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with each other, lookin

Atlength one of them ca

Polite, smooth dialect, no

to the Italian: and therefore I returned

an answer in that lan
guage hoping at

least that the cadence might. be more

agreeable to his ears. Although neither

of us understood the other, yet mymeaning

_ ' , for the people saw the
distress I was in.

i-' They made signs for me to come down

from the rock, and go towards the shore,

wflicl1 I accordingly did; and the flying

often upon me.‘

ed out in a clear,

t unlike in sound

is and being raised to a convenient height,

the verge directl over me, a chain was let

own from the owest gallery, with a seat

fastened to the bottom, to which I fixed

f, and was drawn up by pulleys.

_

CHAPTER II..

The humours and dispositimis of the La

putians described. An account oftheir

learning. Of the King and his Court.

The Auth0r’s reception there. The i"

/wbitants subject to fear and disqi1ie£l4d¢8

, An account of the women. .

AT m ali htin I was surrounded with scrowdy ofgpeoplge, but those who stood

nearest seemed to be of better uality

They beheld me with all the mar‘“ and

circumstances of wonder ; neither indeed

was I much in their debt, havmg never
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till then seen a race of mortals so singular

in their shapes, habits, and countenances.

Their heads were all reclined, either to the

right, or the left; one of their eyes turned

inward, and the other directly up to the

senith»: Their outward garments were

adorned with the figures ot suns, moons,

and stars; interwoven with those of fiddles,

flutes, harps, trumpets, guitars, harpsi

chords, and many other instruments of

music, unknown to us in Europe. 0

served, here and there, many invthc habit

of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened

like a flail to the end of a stick, which

they carried in their hands. In each

bladder was a small quantity of dried peas,

or little peebles, as I was afterwards in

formed. With these bladders,they now

and then flapped the mouths and

those who stood near them, of which

practice I could not then conceive the

meaning. It seems‘the minds of those

people are so taken up with intense specu

ations, that they neither can speak, nor

attend to the discourses of others, without

being roused by some external taction upon

the organs of speech and hearing; for

which reason, those persons who re able

to_ aflbrd it always keep a flapp r (the

or1giual is climenole) in their family, as one

of their domestics ; nor ever walk abroad,

or make visits, without him. And the

1Bfidicue this description the author intended 9.0

. l.ii0se who waste 1ife in specu1ati'e

:§1:':n13ei5. 2i; powers of whose minds are as absurd

P 0y as the eyes of the Lapuiians.-I.I.

ears of
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business of this oflicer is, when two, three,

or more persons are in company, gently to

strike with his bladder the mouth of him

who is to speak, and the right ear of him

or them to whom the. speaker addresses

.himself. This fl
apper is likewise employed

diligently to attend his master in his

walks, and upon occasion to give him a

soft flap on his eyes; because he is always

so wrapped up in oogitation, that he is in

manifest danger of falling down every

precipice, and bouncing his head against

every post; and in the streets, of j11silmg

fithers, or being justled himself into the

ennel.

_ It was necessary to give the reader this

information, without which he would be

at the some loss with me to understand

the proceedings of these people, as 9ie3'

conducted me up the stairs to the top of

the island, and from thence to the royal

palace. While we were ascending, they

forgot several times what they were abo1_it,

and left me to myself, till their mem0rl1.3s

were again roused b their flappers; far

they appeared altoget er unmoved by the

. sight of my foreign habit and counte

nance, and by the shouts of the vulgar,

whose thoughts and minds were more di.5

enga d.Atgelast we entered the palace, nnd]l:ro;

ceeded into the chamber of presence, li1y 31;;

saw the king seated on INs; i;_Qmé

attended on each side by Persci_15 ° Fla; e

quality. Before the throne, was as agd

table filled with globes and sphere ,

ll
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mathematical instruments of all kinds.

His majesty took not the least notice of us,

although our entrance was not without

sufficient noise, by the concourse of all

persons belonging.. to the court. But he

was then deep in a problem; and we

attended at least an hour, before he could

solve it. There stood by him, on each side.

a young page with flaps in their hands,

and when they saw he was at leisure, one

of them gently struck his mouth, and the

other his right car; at which he startled

like one awaked on the sudden, and look

ing towards me and the com any l was in.

recollected the occasion 0 our comin ,'

whereof he had been informed before. 6

spoke some words, whereupon immediate

ly a young man with a flap came up to Hly

side, and flapped me gently on the right

ear ; but I made signs, as well as I could,

that I had no occasion for such an instru

ment; which, as I afterwards found, gave

his majesty, and the whole court, a very

mean opinion of my understanding. The

kmg. as far as I could conjecture, asked

me several questions, and I addresse

myself to him in all the languages I had.

When it was found I could neither under

slant} nor.be understood, l was conduct

by his order to an apartment in his palace

(1Pis Prince being distinguished aboveall

his predecessors for his hospitality to

str_angers), where two servants were ap

mi'mted to attend me. My dinner was

wE:.)ighlfI, and four persons of quality,

"1 remembered to have seen very
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near the king’s person, did me the honour

to dine with me. We had two courses, of

three dishes each. In the first course, ,5

there was a shoulder of mutton cut into ; _

an equilateral triangle, a piece of beef into 2

a rhomboides, and a pudding into a cycloid. ‘._

e second course was two ducks trussed ‘1

up in the form of fiddles_; sausages and pud. _;

dings resembling flutes and hautboys, and a 1_

b l in .the shape of a harp._ Theservants cut our bread intocones, cylmders, ,

parallelo ams, and several other matlie. ;

niatical gures. .*

hile we were at dinner, I made bold

to ask the names of several things in then‘

language, and those noble persons, by thfl

assistance of their flappers, delighted t0

give me answers, hoping to raise _ my

admiration of their great abilities, if I

could be brought to converse with them.

I was soon able to call for bread and drink,

or whatever else I wanted.

. tutor

er dinner my company withdrew,_=*",d
a crson was sent to me by the kings

or er, attended by a flapper. He brough

with him pen, ink, and paper, and three

or four books giving me to understand by

signs, that he was sent to teach me the

language. We sat together four hours, in

which time I wrote down a great number

of words in columns with the translatiloirg

over against them ; I’ likewise made 8 B

to learn several short sentences; fogtsr1g

would order one of my servflake a

fetch something, to turn about, $0 md the

ow, to sit, or to stand, 0r walk, an
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circles, together with the denominations of

many plains and solids. He gave me the

names and descriptions of all the musical

instruments, and the general terms of sr!’

lett me, I placed all my words, with their

interpretatious, in alphabetical order. And

thus, in a few days, by the help of a YEry

faithful memory, I

their language. ‘The word, which I interpret the flying

or floating island, is in the original L1lpl1lfli

whereof I could never learn the true

etymology. Lap, in the old obsolete lan

guage, signifies high; and untuh, a g0\_’er

nor; from which they say, by corruption,

was derived Laputa, from _
I do not approve of this derivation, which

seems to be a little strained. I ventured

to offer to the learned among them s

conjecture of my own, that Laputa was

quasi lap outed; lap, signifying properly,

the dancing of the sun.beams in the sea,

and outed, a wing; which, however,

sh8.ll not obtrude, but submit to the

Judicious reader.Those to whom the king had entrusted

in?, observing how in I was clad, ordered 8

tailor to come next morning, and take

measure for a suit of clothes. This opera

tor did his oflice after a different manner

‘mm those of his trade in Europe. He
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first took my altitude by a quadrant, and

then, with rule and co

mpasses, described
the dimeusions and outlines of my whole

3/, all which he entered upon paper"

and in six days brought my clothes very i

math‘, and quite out of shape, by happening

to mistake a figure in the calculation.

But my comfort was, that I observed

very frequent, and little

During my confinement for want of

clothes, and by an indisposition that held

longer, I much enlarged my

I went next to court,
was able to understand many things the

king spoke, and to return him some kind

of answers. His majesty had given orders,

that the island should move north.east and

by east, to the vertical point over 1_.agado,

the metropolis of the whole kmgdom

below, upon the firm eart . It was about

ninety leagues distant, and our voya e

listed four days and a half. I was not m

the least sensible of the progressive _moti0n

made in the air by the island. on 9he

second morning, about eleven o'clock, the ..

king himself- in person, attended by _his

nobility, eonrtiers, and otnqers, harms

prepared all their musical mstruments,played on them for three hours withou'

ntennission, so that I was quite stuuY{-)°,d

with the noise; neither could Ipossi ea.

guess the meaning, till my tutor mgoig1ek

me. He said, 1that the people ‘i h

island had their ears adapted 0 B“ '

e music of the sphfliah which alwaysf
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villages, from wpetitions of his subjec . And to t is

purpose, several packthreads were let

ebott0m
down, with small weights at th

On these packthreads the people strung

their petitions, which mounted up directly,

like the scraps of paper fastened by school

boys at the end of the string that holds

their kite. Sometimes we received wine

and victuals frombelow, which were drawn

gave me great assistance in acquiring their

phraseology,

that science,

perpetually conversant in lines and figures.

if they would, for example, praise the

beauty of awoman, 'they describe it by rhombs, circles, paral

lelo_grams, ellipses, and other geometrical_

terms, or by words of art drawn from

siiusic, needless here to repeat. l observed

in the king’s kitchen all sorts of mathe

matical and musical instruinents, after the

figures of which they cut up the joints

that-hwere served to his majesty’s table. /

b 18ir houses are very ill built, the 1 alls

aeviti without one right angle in any

9%! _ment : this defect arises from the

_.

+..

<
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"Hon, which is seldom their case.

,, ""gi , fancy, and invention, they

re wholly strangers to, nor have any

<l ' language, by which those

ideas can be expressed ; the whole compass

of: their thoughts and. mind being shut up

within the two forementioned sciences.

Most of them, and especially those who

deal i the astronomical part, have great

faith in judicial astrology, although they

are ashamed to own it publicly. But what

I chiefly admired, and thought altogether

unaccountable, was the strong disposition

I observed in them towards news and

P0li_.ics, perpetually inquiring into pubhc

affairs, giving their judgments in matters

of state, and passionately dis uting_ every

mch of a party opinion. I have indeed

observed the same disposition among most

of the mathematicians I have known in

VoL. II. ' B
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Europe, although 1 could never discover

the least analogy between the two sciences ;

. unless those people suppose, that because

the smallest circle has as many degrees as

the largest, therefore the regulation an

management of the world require no more

abilities than the handling and turning of

; but I rather take this quality to

spring from a very common infirmity of

human nature, inclining us to be most

curious and conceited in matters where we

have least concern, and for which we are

least adapted by study or nature.

These people are under continual dis

quietudes, never enjoying a minute’s peace

of mind; and their disturbances proceed

from causes which very little afiect the rest

of mortals. Their apprehensions arise

from several changes they dread in the

celestial bodies: for instance, that the

earth, by the continual approaches of the

sun towards it, must, in course of time, be

absorbed, or swallowed up; that the face

of_ the sun, will, by degrees, be encrusted

with its own efliuvia, and give no more

light to the world; that the earth t_’ery

narrowly escaped a brush from the tail of

the last comet, which would have infalli

blyfeduced it to ashes; and that the next,

Wll1ch they have calculated for one.and

th1rty Years hence, will probably destroy

us. For if, in its perihelion, it should

approach within a certain degree of the

:33 it“ Ey their calculations they have rea

heat {)e read) it will receive a
n thousand times more intense than

degree of

.‘'‘



gle1y nl1tnment to supply them, will at last

w hilated = which

destruction of

planets that

and the like
ale _ dangers, _that they can neither

l?P quietly in their beds,

re-sh for the _common pleasures and

amusements of life. When they meet an

acq08intonce in the morning. the first.,

Ill11ift1on is about_the sun’s health, how he

h°0 Ed at his settmg and rising, and what

have to avoid the stroke of the

comet. This conversation

to run into with the same

boys discover in delighting to

. _ ' f spirits and hobgob
Lists, which they greedily listen to, and dare

T13e women of the island have abundance

of vivacity1 they contemn their husbands,

and are exceedingly fond of strangers ;

1Al1 these were su
' f us eminentin weir ume for ma osition: o perm

ematical know1ed|;e---H

nor have any',
8.

'\§‘.E

B 2
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several towns and corporatio s, or their

own .particular occasions, t are much

he sam

choose their gallants: but the vexation is,

that they act with too much ease and

security ; for the husband is always so rapt

_ Jfm speculation, that the

j__-/--1’ ‘may proceed to thegreatest _
before his face, if he be but pl‘OVld€dtW§_h

 

hard it is to persu

return from below}great court lady, who had several slim",

-_-is married to the prime ministeiquthe

. . i.

,i1

‘.1
cD1

(Dto''
onC.'E

(‘D
c :'' H5 ’»5'c 7?‘'''"39ti

1

N v0 ,4

g'_'‘ce_ful person, extremely fond of lien

and lives in the finest palace of the island.

-|..
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' e king sent a warrant to
search for her. and she was found in an

ouse all in_ rags, having
Pawned her clothes to mamtain an old

d _ , who beat her every
ay, and ip whose company she was taken,

giuchagamst her wi . And although her

_usband received her with all possible

kmdness, and without the least reproach,

In about a month’s time, I had made a

tolerable proficiency in their language,

and was able to answer most of the king’s

questions, when l had the honour to attend

him. His majesty discovered not the least

curiosity to inquire into the laws, govern

ment, history, religion, or manners of the

countries where I. had been ; but confined

is questions to the state of mathematics,

and received the account I gave him wi91

Effletficontempt and indifference, t_hough

oftm roused by his flapper on each side

.'

'_
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A phenomenon solved% modern philosophy

and astro"omy. e '

improvements in the latter. The

method of suppressing insurrection.

I nESIRED leave of this prince to see the

curiosities of the island, which he was

graciously pleased to grant and ordered my

tutor to attend me. l ch , _
know, to what cause in art or in nature _it

owed its several motions, whereof I will

now give a philosophical account to the

reader. 'The flying or floating island is exactly

circular, its diameter 783'? yards, or about

four miles and a half, and consequently

contains ten thousand acres. It is three

hundred yards thick. The bottom, or

under surface, which appears to those who

view it below, is one even regular plate of

adamant, shooting up to the height of

about two hundred yards. Above it‘ lie

the several minerals in their usual order,

and over all is a coat of rich mould, ten or

twelve feet deep. The declivity of the

upper surface, from the circumference to

the Bentre, is the natural cause why all the

dews and rains, which fall upon the island,

at? eo11veyed in small rivulets toward the

imddle, where they are emptied into four

c=_;;se_ basms, each of about half a mile in

t.ro<1=;\1it,h and two hundred yards distant

I e centre. From these basins the
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water is continually exhaled by the sun in

the daytime, which effectually prevents

their overflowing. Besides, as it is in the

power of the monarch to raise the island

above the region of clouds and vapours, he

can prevent the falling of dews and rain

whenever he pleases. For the highest

clouds cannot rise above two miles, as

naturalists agree, at least they were never

known to do so in that country.

t the centre of the island there is a

chasm about fifty yards in diameter,

ence the astronomers descend into a

arge dome, which is therefore called fian

afona gagnole, or the astronomer’s cave,

situated at the
depth of a hundredyards

beneath the upper surface of the adamant.

n is cave are twenty lamps continually

burning, which, from the reflection of the

adamant, cast a strong light into every

Part. The place is stored with great

variety of sextants, quadrants, telescopes,

astrolabes, and other astronomical mstru

ments. But the greatest curiosity, upon

which the fate of the island dePe_nd8, is a

l0adstone of a prodigious sise,,in shape

resembling a weavers shuttle._ It is in

length six yards, and in the thickest part

at least three yards over. This magnet is

sustained by a very strong axle of adflfnsfit

passing through its middle, uPoH wh1chh1t

plays, and is poised so exactlyfihat tog

weakest hand can turn it. It is hoopt

round with a hollow cylinder of adamalrr ,

four feet deep, as many thwk, i"_1d t“’°n‘_e

yards in diameter,Bp‘laced honsonta y,

,

..
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and supported by eight adarnantine test,

each six yards high. In the middle of the

concave side, there is a groove twelve

inches deep, in which the extremities of

the axle are lodged, and turned round as

there is occasion. — _The stone cannot be removed from its

place by any force, because the hoopand

its feet are one continued piece with that

body of adamant which constitutes the

bottom of the island. _By means of this loadstone, the island is

made to rise and fall, and move from one

place to another. For, with respect to

that part of the earth over which the

monarch presides, the stone is endued at

one of its sides with an attractive power,

and at the other with a repulsive. Upon

placing the magnet erect, with its attract

ing end towards the earth, the island

descends; but when the repelling extremi

ty points downwards, the island mounts

directly upwards. When the position of

the stone is oblique, the motion of the

island is so too: for in this magnet, the

forces always act in lines parallel to its

direction.By this oblique motion, the island is

conveyed to different parts of the r_nonarch’s

domimons. To explain the manner of its

progress, let A B represent a line drawn

c_r0ssthe dominions of Bainibarbi, let the

llme c d represent the loadstone, of which

tet d.bo the rePell'lng end, and cthe at

tgactmg end, the island being over 0.‘ let

e $t°no be placed in position 0 d, with its

‘——-,d»-—_-——
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repelling end downwards; then the island

will be driven upwards obliquely towards

D. When it is arrived at D, let the stone

be turned upon its axle, till its attracting

end points towards E, and then the islan

will be carried obliquely towards E;

where, if the stone be again turned upon

its axle till it stands in the position E F,

with its repelling point downwards, the

island will rise obliquely towards F, where,

by directing the attracting end towards G,

the island may be carried to G, and from

G to H by turning the stone so as to make

its repelling extremity to point directly

downward. And thus,’ by changing the

situation of the stone, as often as there is

occasion, the island is made to rise and

fall by turns in an oblique direction, and

by those alternate risings and failings

the obliquity being not considerable) is

conveyed from one part of the dommi0ns

to the other. _ _

But it must be observed, that this islan5

cannot move beyond the eiitent of the

dominions below, nor can it rise above the

height of four miles. For which "'i9

astronomers (who have written large s)'8

tems concerning the stone) ass_1gn_ the

following reason: that the magnetic virtuei

does not extend beyond the d1sta1iClt31_ oh

four miles,‘ and that the mineral. wf t1ge

acts upon the stone in the bowelslo ues

earth, and in the sea about six diefii1fised

distant from the shore, is not mated

through the whole globe; by‘? temp -mn8 .

with the limits of the kmgs <lom"'. ' '



as GULLlVER’S TRAVELS.

and it was easy, from the great advantage

of suc11 a superior situation, for aprince

to bring under his obedience whatever

country lay within the attraction of that

magnet.“Then thestone is put parallel to theplane

of the horison, the island stands still; for

in that case the extremities of it, being_at

equal distance from the earth, act with

equal force, the one in drawing down

wards, the other in pushing upwards, and

consequently no motion can ensue.

This loadstone is under the care of _cer

tain astronomers, who, from time to time,

give it such positions as the monarch

directs. They spend the greatest part of

their lives in observing the celestial bodies,

which they do by the assistance of glasses,

far excelling ours in goodness. For, sl

though their largest telescopes d0 n03

exceed three feet, they magnify much

more than those of a hundred with us,

and show the stars with greater clearness.

This advantage has enabled them to extend

their discoveries much further than our

astronomers in Europe; for they have

made a catalogue of ten thousand fixed

stars, whereas the largest of ours do not

contain above one third part of that num. .

ber. They have likewise discovered two

lesser stars, or satellites, which revolvc

about Mars; whereof the innermost is

distant from the centre of the primary

Ptl1anet exactly three of his diameters, and

sn<ih0utertnost, five; the former revolvei

‘ 8 space of ten hours, and the latter in
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twenty.one and a half; so that the squares

of their
periodical times are very near in

tlhe same proportion with the cubes of their

istance, from the centre of Mars ; which

evidently shows them to be

have observed ninety.three dif.

ferent comets, and settled their periods

with great exactness. If this be true (and

they afiirm it with great confidence) it is

much to he wished, that their observations

were made public, whereby the theory of

comets, which at resent is very lame and

defective, might e brought to the same

perfection with other parts of astronomy.

e king would be the most absolute

prince in the universe, if he could but

prevail on a ministry to join him; but

these having their estates below on the

continent, and considering that the office

ofa favourite has a very uncertain tenure,

would never consent to the enslaving of

i‘ any town should engage in rebellion

or mutiny, fall into violent facti0ns,_0r

refuse to pay the usual tribute, the king

has two methods of reducing theI_n t0

obedience.‘ The first and the mildest

course is, by keeping the island hovering

over such a town, and the lands about it,

whereb he can de rive them of fliebenefit

of the gun and the) rain, and co11seq1ientlg

afllict the inhabitants with dearth an

diseases : and if the crime deserve itilt) e9'

are at the same time pelted from a We
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with great stones against which they have

no defence but by creeping into cellars or

caves, while the roofs of_ their houses are

tinue obstinate, or offer to raise insurrec.'

tions, he proceeds to the last remedy, by

letting the island drop directly upon their

heads, which makes a universal destruct_io_n

it in execution ;advise him to an action, which, as it would

render them odious to the people, so it

would be a great damage to their own

estates, which all lie below ; for the island

is the king’s demesne.
.But there is still indeed a more weighty

reason, why the kings of this country have

been always averse from executing so

terrible an action, unless upon the utmost

necessity. For, if the town intended to be

destroyed should have in it any tall rocks,

as it generally falls out in the larger cities,

a_ situation- probably chosen at first with a

view to prevent such a catastrophe; or '

it abound in high spires, or pillars of stone,

might happen to crack by too great ashock,

grrobufit by approaching too near the fires

of 13; e houses below,_ as the backs, both

ch.mmu 1md stone, vyill often do in our

eys- Of all this the people are well

\

 _.-,_.,,."1
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apprised, and understand how far to carry

eir obstinacy, where their liberty or

property is concerned. And the king,

when he is highest provoked, and most

determined to press a city to rubbish,

orders the island to descend with great

gentleness, out of a pretence of tenderness

to his people, but, indeed, for fear of

breaking the adamantine bottom; in which

case, it is the opinion of all their philoso

Ehgs, that the loadstone could no longer

0 it up, and the whole mass would fall

to the ground.

y a fundamental law of this realm,

neither the king, nor either of his two

eldest sons, are permitted to leave the

1sland; nor the queen, till she is past child

rmg.

CHAPTER IV.

The Author leaves Lapuia; is c‘0lwc’!/<‘d {P

.301 'arb1' ; arrives at the _metr0P0lI8

description of the metropolw, and 1l"?

country aalioining. The Author hospitably

receivedby a great Lord. His conversa

tion with that Lord.

Atrnoeun I cannot say that I wss i"

treatedin this island, yet I must confess It

thought myself too much neglectedf 1gr

without some degree of contempt ,to be

neither prince nor people sPPoi"'ed cep,

curious in any part of knowledge, ex
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mathematics and music, wherein I was far

their inferior, and upon that account very

little regarded.On the other side, after having seen all

the curiosities of the island, I was very

desirous to leave it, being heartily weary of

those people. They were indeed excellent

in two sciences for which I have great

esteem, and wherein I am not unversed;

but, at the same time, so abstracted an

involved in speculation, that I never met

with such disagreeable companions. I con

versed only with women, tradesmen, flap

pers, and court.pages, during two months

of my abode there; by which, at last,

rendered myself extremely contemptible;

yet these were the only people from whom

could ever receive a reasonable answer.

I had obtained, by hard study, a good

degree of knowledge in their language: I

was weary of being confined to an island,

where I received so little countenance,

and resolved to leave it with the first op

portunity.There was a great lord at court, nearly

‘related to the king, and for that reason

alone, used with respect. as univer

sally reckoned the most ignorant and stu

P1d person among them. He h

formed many eminent services for the

c'own- had great natural and acquired

garts, adorned with integrity and honour;

tut so ill an ear for music, that his detrac

bilztrepofled, 1 he had been often known to

could tfirne in the_wr0ng place; neither

18 tutors, without extreme difiicul

’ —-..-'
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ty, teach him to demonstrate the most easy

proposition in the mathematics. He was

pleased to show me many marks of favour,

often _did me the honour of a visit, desired

travelled. He listened to me with great

attention, and made very wise observations

on all I spoke. He had two fiappers at

tending him for state, but never made use

of them, except at court and in visits of

ceremony, and would always command

them to withdraw, when we were alone

ashe was pleased to tell me, with regret

for mdeed he had made me several offers

very advantageous, which however, I re

fused, with expressions of the highest ac

On the l6th .of February I took_ leave 0l’

his majesty and the court. The king made

me a present to the value of about two

dred pounds English, and my P10te¢_tor

h L kinsman as much more, together wllh

a etter of recommendation to a friend of

his in Lagado, the metropolis: th? 1sland

being then hovering over a mountam about

he continent as far as it is Sub.lectcto
the monarch of’the flying lsl1md= i)as-“
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under the general name of Balnibdrbi;

and the metropolis, as I said before, is

called Lagado. I felt some little satisfac

tion in finding myself on firm ground. I

walked to the city without any concern,

being clad like one of the natives, and suf

own house, where I continued during my

stay, and was entertained in a most hospi

table manner.The next morning after my arrival, he

took me in his chariot to see t

which is about half the bigness of London'

the streets walked fast, looked
eyes fixed, and were generally in rags.

We passed through one of the town gates,

and went about three'miles into the coun

try, where I saw many labourers working

with several sorts of tools in the ground,

but was not able to conjecture what they

were about : neither did I observe any ex

pectation either of corn or grass, although

tho s01l avpeared to be excellent. I coul

n't forbear admiring at these odd ap

egfaé1cess b0lh in town and country; and

he at 6 llmld to desire my conductor, that

whatou <1_ be pleased to explain to me,

wu1d he meant by so many busy
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both in the streetsand the fields, because I did not discover

any good effects they produced; but, on

i _ knew a soil so un

happily cultivated, houses so ill contrived

and so ruinous, or a people whose counte

nanccs and habit expressed so much misery

and want.

toms ;’ with other common. topics t0_the

same purpose. But, when we returned to

his palace, he asked me 1how I liked the

dmg, what absurdities I observed, and

magnificent r ular and polite. I an
swered, 1 th’at ehgis 8),<cell91icy’s Pn1den?“

quality, and fortune, had exempted h""

from those defects, which folly and b°£8"7'

had produced in others.’ He said, 11f I

would go with him to his country.liouge,

about twenty miles distant, where f‘:

estate la there would be more leisure 0
Vol. 1yf. c
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this kind of conversation.’ I told his ex

cellency 1 that I was entirely at his dis

posal-,’ and accordingly we set out next

morning.
During our journey he made me observe

the several methods used by farmers in

managing their lands, which to me were

wholly unaccountable; for, except in some

very few places, l could not discover one

ear of corn or blade of grass. But, in three

hours’ travelling, the scene was wholly_al. _

tered; we came into a most beau

meadows. Neither do I remember to_ have

seen 8more delightful prospect. His ex-

cellency observed my countenance to‘ clear

up; he told me with a sigh,‘that there

his estate began, and would continue the

same, till we should come to his house:

that his countrymen ridiculed and despised

him, for managing his affairs no better,

and for setting so ill an example to the

kingdom; which, however, was followed

by very few such as were old, and wilful,

andweak like himself.We came at length to the house, which

was indeed a noble structure, built accord

ing to the best rules of ancient architec

ture. The fountains, gardens, walks,

av.omies, and groves, were all dispos

“Mi exact judgment and taste l gave

due praises to every thing I saw, whereof

22.: emellency took not the least notice till

er supper; when, there being no third
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companion, he told me with a very melan

choly air 1that he doubted he must throw

down his houses in town and country, to

rebuild them after the present mode; de

_ plantations, and cast others
mto such a form as modern

tenants, unless he would submit to incur

the ceusure of pride, singularity, affecte

ion, ignorance, caprice, and perhaps m

crease his majesty’s displeasure; that the

admiration I tip cared to be under would

cease or diminish, when he had informed

me of some particulars which probably I

never heard of at court; the people thert-’

being too much taken up in their 0wn

to have regard to what passed
here below.’

.. The sum of his discourse was to this

effect: 1 that about forty years ago, <‘Ertani

persons went up to‘ Laputa, either nP0n

business or diversion, and, after . five

months’ continuance, came back_ with a

very little smattering in mathematics, but

full of volatile spirits acquired in that aHy

region: that these ersons, upon their re;

turn, began to disli e the management °f

every thing below, and fell into schemes 0d

putting all arts, sciences, lan,f,uag€a- u'3

mechanics, upon a new foot. 0 ""5 ‘illn ’

they procured a royal patent for§““;o;n§

an academy of projectors in l.88l“ °a;nong

the humour pi‘.evailed so strong y of any

the people, that there is not Ei tfit'ggut such

cousequence in the kingdom wlthe pro,'es

an academy. In theésg00llEge9



36 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS.

sors contrive new rules and methods of

agricultureand building, and new instru

ments, and tools for all trades and manu

factures; whereb , as they undertake,

one man shall do e work of ten; a palace

may be built in a week, of materials so

durable as to last for. ever without repair

ing. All the fruits of the earth shall come

to maturity at whatever season we think

fit to choose, and increase a hundred fold

more than they do at present; with in

numerable other happy proposals. The

only inconvenience is, that none of these

projects are yet brought to perfection : and

in the mean time, the whole country lies

miserabl waste, the houses in ruins, and

the peop e without fo)d ori clothes. By all

which, instead of being discouraged, they

are fifty times more violently bent upon

prosecuting their schemes, driven equally

on by hope and despair: that as for him

self, being.not of an enterprising spirit, he

was content to go on in the old forms, to

live in the houses his ancestors had built,

and act as they did, in every part of life,

without innovation: that some few other

persons of quality and gentry had done the

same, but were looked on with an eye of

9outompt and _ill.will, as.enemies to
Ignorant, and_ ill common.wealth’s men,

Ffiefeflmg their own ease and sloth before

§_I$e'l1o"al i_mPr0vement of their country.’

b 5; °1'dship added _‘ that he would not,

p easmy tI‘urther particulars, prevent the

the gr: dshould certainly take in viewing

*i 'academy, whither he was re
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solved I should.go.’ He only desired me

to observe a ruined building, upon the side

of a mountain about three miles distant,

of which he gave me this account: 1 that

he had a very convenient mill within half

a mile_of his house, turned by a current

from a lar
_ _ ge river, and sufiicient for his

own iamily, as wel
_ l as a great number of

his tenants; that about seven years ago,

a_club of those project0rs1came to him

is to destroy this mill, and
build anotheron the side of that mountain,

on the long ridge whereof a long canal

mustbe cut, for a repository of water, to

be conveyed up by pipes and engine to

supply the mill :
because the wind and air

upon a height agitated the water, and

de it fitter for motion ; and be

cause the water, descending down a decli.

vity, would turn the mill with half the

current of a river,. whose course_ is more

upon a level). He said, 1that being then

not very well with the court, and_ presiisd

by many of his friends, he complied wrth

the proposal; and after employing a _hun

dred men for two years, the work _miscar

ried,:‘the projectors went'ofl', laying Qle

blame entirely upon him; railing at him

ever since, and putting others upon the‘

same experiment, with equal assurance ,0

success, as well as equal disappointment. _

In a few days we came back tohtov“;g&

and his excellency, considering '1 e Id

character he had in the academy, w05i“!

not go with me himself, but te¢0mm°“an

me to a friend of his‘,3 tao bear me comp y
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thither. My lord was pleased to represent _

me as a great admirer of proyects, and a

person of much curiosity and easy belief;

which, indeed, was not without truth , for

I had myself been a sort of projector in

my younger days.

CHAPTER V.

The Author permitted to see the grand am

‘ demy_ of Lafilcédo. The academy largely

descnbed. arts wherein the professvts

employ thansel0cs.

Tms academy is not an entire single build

ing, but a continuation of several houses

on both sides of a street, which growing

waste was purchased and appliedto that use.

I was received very kindly by the war

den, and went for many days to the aca

derny. Every room has in it one or more

pr0jectors ; and I believe I could not be in

fewer than five hundred rooms. _
. The first man I saw was of a meagre

aspect, with sooty hands and face, his hair

and beard long, ragged,and singed in several

Places. His clothes, shirt, and skin, were

8'll of the same colour. He has been eight

$23r-* uP0n a project for extracting sun

putms 0ut of ct1cumbers, which were to be

out Its ph1als hermetically sealed, and let

mars wlf1lrm the air In ra_w inclement sum

in eiht e told me, he did not doubt, that,

yearu ni0i1i, he should be able to

'

_.-,—-"¢\.
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supply the govemor’s gardens with sun

shine, at a reasonable rate: but he com

plained that his stock was low, and en.

treated me 1to give him something as an

encouragement to ingeuuity, especially since

this had been a very dear season for cu

cumbers.’ I made him a small present,

for my lord had furnished me with money

on purpose, because he knew their practice

ofbegging from all who'go to see them.

I went into another chamber, but was

ready to hasten back, being almost over

come with a horrible stink. My conductor

pressed me forward, conjuring me in a

whisper 1to give no offence, which would

be highiy resented ;’ and therefore I durst

not so much as stop my nose. The pr0jec

tor of this cell was the most ancient student

of the academy; his face and beard were

of a pale yellow; his hands and clothes

daubed over with filth. When I was

presented to him, he gave me a close em

brace; a compliment I could well have

excused. His employment, from his first

coming into the academy, was an operation

to reduce human excrement to its original

food, by separating the several parts, re

moving the tincture which it receives from

the gall, making the odour exhale, and

scumming off the saliva. He had a weekly

allowance, from the society, of a vessel

filled with human or<iure, about the big

ness of a Bristol barre . _ . . '

I saw another at work _to calcine ice mtg

gunpowder; who likewise showed meh

treatise he had written concernmg t c

' C 4,
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malleability of fire, which he intended to

publish. ,
There was a most ingenious architect,

who had contrived a new method for build. _

ing houses, by beginning at the roof, and

working downward to the foundation;

which he justified to me, by the like prac

tice of those two prudent insects, the bee

and the spider.
There was a man born blind, who _had

several apprentices in his own condition:

their employment was to mix colours for

painters, which their master taught them

to distinguish, by feeling and smelling. It

was indeed my misfortune to find them at

that time notvery rfect in their lessons,

and the professor irnself happened to be

generally mistaken.‘ This artist is much

encouraged and esteemed by the whole

' fraternity.
In another apartment I was highiy

pleased with aprojector who had found a

‘device of ploughing the groundwith hogs,

to save the charges of ploughs, cattle, and

labour. The method is this: in an acre

bf ground you bury, at six inches’ distance

and eigli1; deep, a quantity of acorns, dates,

chesnuts, and other mast or vegetables,

whereof these animals are fondest; then

you drive six hundred or more of them

mto the field, where, in a few days, they

will root up the whole ground in search of

$e" feed, and make it fit for sowing, at

due si_1i1_ie_tune manuring it with their

foJ13d- i* is "He, upon experiment they

“ the 1marge and trouble very great,

1

'.
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or no crop. However

, that this invention may
Icapable ofgreat improvement.

went into another room, where the

walls and ceiling were all hung round with

eobwebs, encept a narrow passage for the

artist to go in and out. At my entrance,

he called aloud to me, 1 not to disturb his

webs.’ He lamented the fatal mistake the

world had been so long in, of using silk

tlie ormer, because they understood how

to weave, as well as spin.’ And he pro

, 1that by employing spiders,

of dyeing silks should be
wholly saved; whereof I was fully con

1' he showed me a vast number

e fed his spiders, assuring us 1 that

the webs would take a tincture from them;

and as he had them of all hues, he hoped

to fit every body’s fancy, as soon as he

could find proper food for the flies, of cer

tain gums, oils, and other glutinous mat

ter, to give‘ a strength and consistence to

the threads.’ ' . _ .

here was an astronomer, who had un

dertaken to place a sun.dial upon the great

weathercock on the town.house, by Mi11st

ing the annual and diurnal motions of the

earth and sun, so as to answer and coin

cide with all accidental turnings of the

wind.

I was complaining of a small fit of the

colic, upon which my conductor led me
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into a room where a great physician re

sided, who was famous for curing that

disease, by contrary operations from_ the

same instru_ment. He had a large pair 0?

a dried bladder. But when the

was more stubborn and violent, he

' the mu11le while the bellows were full of

wind, which be discharged into the body

of the patient; then withdrew the instru

ment to replenish it, clapping his thumb

strongly against the orifice of the funda..

ment; and this being repeated three 0r

four times, the adventitious wind would

rush out, bringing the noxious along with

it, (like water ut into a pump), and thepa

tient recover . I saw him try both e3

periments upon a dog, but could not dis

cern any effect from the former. After

the latter the animal was ready to burst,

and made so violent a discharge as was

very offensive to me and my companion.

The dog died on the spot, and we lefl: the

doctor endeavouring to recover him, by

the same operation.I visited many other apartments, but

sha1l not trouble my reader with all the

{5)1;éivt‘;‘s:iyties I observed, being studious of

acldlggl hitherto seen only one side of the

to z;w;::,,:1%%. .-,’,g,.sPP:o::;%tf“
of whom I shall Ga sI)ecu a i_ve e 8,

- y something, when
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have mentioned one lllustrions

more, who is called among them 1the uni

versal artist.’ He told us 1he had been

thirty years employing his thou hts for

the improvement of human life.’ e had

two large rooms full of wonderful curiosi

ties, and fifty men at work. Some were

condensing air into a dry tangible sub

stance, by extracting the nitre, and letting

the aqueous or fluid particles percolate;

others softening marble, for pillows and

pincushions; others petrifying the hoofs of

a living horse, to preserve them from

foundering. The artist himself was at

that time busy upon two great designs;

the first, to sow land with chaff, wherem

he aflirmed the true seminal virtue to be

contained, as he demonstrated by sovfiml

experiments, which I was not skilful

enough to comprehend. The other was,

by a certain composition ofgums, minerals,

and ve etables, outwardly applied, to Pfe

vent the growth of wool upon two young

lambs; and he hoped, in a reasonable tnne

to pro gate the breed of naked sheep, all

over ie kingdom.

e crossed a walk to the other part of

the academy, where, as I have already

said, the projectors in speculative learning

resided. ,

The first professor I saw, _wns In a K9l7

large room, with forty If11lals ubout @311;

After salutation, observing we 1:1) 1:he

earnestly upon a frame, which tool brgadth

greatest Part of both the lengfl1 an I mi ht

of the room, he said, 1Perhaps g.
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wonder to see him employed in a project

for improving speculative knowledge, by

practical and mechanical operations. But

the world would soon be sensible of its

usefuiness; and he flattered himself, that

a more noble exalted thought never sprang

in any other man’s head. Every one

knew how laborious the usual method is

of attaining to arts and sciences; whereas,

by his contrivance, the most ignorant per

son, at a reasonable charge, and with_a

little bodily labour, might write books in

philosophy, poetry, politics, laws, mathe

matics, and theology, without the least

assistance from genius or study.’ He then

led me to the frame, about the sides where

of all his pupils stood in ranks. It was

twenty feet square, placed in the middle of

the room. The superficies was compose

of several bits of wood, about the bi ess

of a die, but some larger than ot ers.

They were all linked together by slender

wires. These bits of wood were covered,

on every square, with paper pasted on

them; and oiithese papers were written

all the words of their language, in their

several moods, tenses, and declensions;

but without any order. The professor

then desired me to observe .' for hewas

g9mg to set his engine at wor . The Pu

ils, at his command, took each of them

old of an iron handle, whereof there were

forty fiiied round the edges of the frame;

fvnhd giYin3_ them a sudden turn, the

ch ole disposition of the words was entirely

1"ig0d. He then commanded six.and

..2M,’-_.',-_~,.__,<,,'.,
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Zgglkhaéghtii appeared upon the frame;

y found three or four words
together that might make part of a sen

tence, they dictated to the four remaining

1bggg, who were scribes. This work was

; and at every

so contrived, that

_ to new places, as the
square bits of wood moved upside down.

._ ' ' , however, might be still
Improved, and

_ much expedited, if the
Public would raise a ‘fund for making and

employing ifive hundred such frames ln

L?8fldo ,and oblige the managers to con

tri ute in common their several collections.

He assured me 1 that this invention had

employed all his thoughts from his youth ;

that he had emptied the whole vocabulary

_ and made the strictest com
putation of the

general proportion there is
m books between the numbers of particles,

nouns, and verbs, and other parts of

speech.’ '

I made my humblest acknowledgment

to this illustrious person, for l2ls g1?!1

communicativeness; and promised’ 1Q

ever I had the good fortune to return_to

my native country, that I would do hun
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in Europe to steal inventions fr0m_ ea

other, who had thereby at least this ad

vantage, that it became a controversy

which was the right owner; yet I would

take such caution, that he should have the

honour entire, without a rival.’ .
VVe next went to the school of languages,

where three professors sat in consultation

upon improving that of their own country.

The first project was, to shorten dis

eourse, by cutting polysyllablcs into one,

and leaving out verbs and participles; .

cause, in reality, all things imaginable are

but nouns. '_ The other project was, a scheme for en

tirely abolishing all words whatsoever;

and this was urged as a great advantage in

point of health, as well as brevity. For it

is plain, that every word we speak is, h1

some degree, a diminution of our lungs by

corrosion ; and cons uently contrib

the shortening of our ‘yes. An expedle

was therefore offered, 1 that since words

are only names for things, it wouldbemore

convenient for all men to carry about them

such things as were necessary to express a

Particular business they are to d1$c01_irse

2n.’ And this invention would certainly

We taken Place, to the great ease as well

:s health of the subject, if the women, in

onJ1mction with the vulgar and illiterate,
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ed to raise a rebellion un
less they might be allowed the liberty to

speak with their tongues after the manner

of their forefathers ; such constant irrecon

cileable enemies to science are the common

people. However, many of the most

learned and wise adhere to the new scheme

of expressing themselves by things ; which

has only this inconvenience attending it,

thatif a man’s business be very great, and

of various kinds, he must be obliged, in

proportion, to carry a greater bundle of

things upon his back, unless he can afford

one or two strong servants to attend him.

I have often beheld two of those sages #a}

most sinking under the weight of their

packs, like pedlers among us; who, when

they met in the street, would lay d0u/n

their loads, open their sacks, and hold con

versation for an hour together . then put

up their implements, help each other ‘30

resume their burdens, and take their

leave. '

But for short conversations, a man may

carry implements in his pockets, and under

his arms, enough to supply hhi0; and In

his house, he cannot be at a loss. There

fore the room where company_meet wh0

practise this art, is full of all thmgss reatfw

at hand, requisite to furnish matter 0r

this kind of artificial converse. sed b

Another great advantage roPo Mg

this invention was, that it wou d Zeol2"?n an

universal language, to be understd tznsfls

civilised nations, whose good? 8” fnearly

are generally of the same k111d1 o
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resembling, so that their uses might easily

be comprehended. ‘ And thus ambassadors

would be qualified to treat with foreign

princes, or ministers of state, to whose

tongues the were utter strangers.

I was at t e mathematical school, where

the master taught hispupils after a me

thod scarce imaginable to us in Europe.

The proposition, and demonstration, were

fairly written on a thin wafer, with ink

composed of a cephalic tincture. This, the

student was to swallow upon a fasting

stomach, and for three days following eat

As the wa

fer digested, the tincture mounted to his

brain, bearing the roposition along with

it. But the success as not hithert been

answerable, partly by some error in the

quantum or composition, and partly by the

perverseness of lads, to whom this bolus is

so nauseous, that they generally steal aside,

and discharge it upwards, before —-it can

operate; neither have they been yet per

suaded to use so long an abstinence, as the

prescription requires. '

—_

CHAPTER VI.

A further account of the academy. The

Author proposes some improvements, which

are honou-rably received.

IN the school of political ‘
. _ p1'o)eCt0rs I was

but ill entertained; the professors appear
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ing, in my judgment, wholly out of their

senses; which ' '

rvices ; ofinstructing prin
ces to know their true interest, by placing

it on the same foundation with that of their

People; of choosing for employmen , per

sons qualified to exercise them ; with many

other wild impossible chimeras, that never

t .

losophers have not maintained for truth._’

But, however, I shall so far do justice

to this part of the academy, as to ackn_0w

ledge that all of them were not so vision

ary. There was a most ingenious doctor,

who seemed to be perfectly versed in the

whole nature and system of government.

This illustrious person had very usefully

employed his studies, in finding out effec

tual remedies for all diseases and corrup

tious, to which the several kinds of_public

administration are subject, by the vices or

infirmities of those who govern, as we" at

by the licentiousness of those who are fir

obey. For instance; whereas all wi'l_lers

and reasoners have agreed, that there isha

strict universal resemblance between 1 9

natural and the political body; c3n there

Von II. D
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be any thing more evident, than that the

health of both must be preserved, and the

diseases cured, by the same prescriptions ?

It is allowed, that senates and great coun

cils are often troubled with redundant,

and sinews in both hands, but especially

the right; with spleen, flatus, vertigos,

and deliriums; with scrofulous tum

full of fetid purulent matter; with sour

frothy ructations; with canine appe '

and crudeness of digestion, besi

others needless to mention. This

therefore proposed, 1 that upon themeeting

of the senate, certain physicians should

attend at the three first days of their sit

tin , and at the close of each day’s debate

fee the pulses of every senator; sf1e'

which, having maturely considered and

consulted upon the nature of the several

maladies, and the methods of cure, they

should on the fourth day return to the se

nate house, attended by their apothecaries

stored with proper medicines; and before

the members sat, administer to each of

them lenitives, aperients, abstersives, cor

rosives, restringents, palliatives, laxatives,

cePh_fllalgic-S, icterics, apophiegmatic5, ac

oustics, as _their several cases required;

and, according as these medicines should

2 rates repeat, alter, or.omit them, at

e n?xt meeting.’ . E
Thu Pi‘<3.|ect could not be of any great
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expeuse to the public; and might in my

P00r opmion, be of much use for the des

patch of business, in those countries where

senates have any share in the legislative

Pow!.31t; beget unanimity, shorten debates,

gain : because it is ageneral complaint,

that th avourites of princes are troubled

with short and weak memories ; the same

doctor proposed, 1 that whoever attended

a first minister, after having told his busi

ness, with the utmost brevity and the

plainest words, should, at his de rture,

give the said minister a tweak by t _ e n089,

or a kick on the belly, or tread on his corns,

or lug him thrice by both ears, or run a

pin into his breech; or pinch his arm black

and blue, to prevent for etfuiness ; and at

every levee day, repeat t e same operation,

till the business were done, or absolutely

refused.’ ‘

He likewise directed, 1 that every s0n

ator in the great council of a nation, after

he had delivered his opinion anti argued_ in

the defence of it, should be obliged $0 gi"

his vote directly contrary; because If that

were done, the result would in_fa,llibly ter

minate in the good of the public._ h

When parties in a state are violent, e

offered a wonderful contrivarice t0 reggé

cile them. The method is this :_ y0n dis‘

3 hundred leaders 01% gairh Party i you
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gose them into couples of such whose

eads are nearest of a sise; then let two

nice operators saw off the occiput of each

couple at the same time, in such a manner,

that the brain may be equally divided. t

theocciputs, thus cut ofl‘, be interchanged,

applying each to the head of his opposite

party.man. It seems indeed to be a work

thatrequires some exactness, but the pro

fessor assured us, ‘ that if it were dexter

ously performed, the cure would be infal

lible.’ For he argued thus : 1 that the two

half brains being left to debate the mat

ter between themselves within the space of

one skull, would soon come to a good un

derstanding ; and produce that moderation,

as well as regularity of thinking, so much

to be wished for in the heads of those, who

imagine they come into the world only to

watch and govern its motion: and as to

the diflerence of brains, in quantity or

quality, among those who are directors in

faction, the doctor assured us, from his

gl1yfll1 knowledge, that 1it was a Perf€‘ot

n e.’
I heard a very warm debate between

two professors, about the most commodious

and effectual ways and means of rais111g

money, without grieving the subject. The

first aflirmed, 1 the justest method would

be, to lay a certain tax upon vices an

folly ; and the sum fixed upon every man

t0 Pe rated, after the fairest manner, by

a Jury of his neighbours.’ ’l‘he secon

2218 t<t’1f an opinion directly contrary; 1

ose qualities of body and mind, for
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which men chiefly value themselves; the

rate to be more or less, according to the

degrees of excelling; the decision whereof

should be left entirely to their own breast.’

The highest tax was upon men who are

the greatest favourites of the other sex,

and the assessments, according to the

number and nature of the favours they

have received ; for which, they are allow

ed to be their own vouchers. Wit, valour,

and politeness, were likewise proposed to

be largely taxed, and collected in the same

manner, by every person’s giving his own

word for the quantum of what he pos

sessed. But as to honour, justice, wis

dom, and learning, they should not be tax

ed at all; because they are qualifications

of so singular a kind, that no man will

either allow them m his neighbour or value

them in himselt‘

The women were proposed to be taxed

according to their beauty and skill in_d_ress

ing, wherein they had the same privilege

with the men, to be determined b th_eiI

own judgment. But constancy, c astitlh

good sense, and good nature, were n0%

rated, because they would not bear the

charge of collecting. _

'I‘o keep senators in the mterest of the

crown, it was proposed that the membcrs

should raflle for employmenfs 5 every u)an

first taking an oath, and g1vmg‘ sccunty’

that he would vote for the court, Whleth"

he won or not; after w_hich, the ;E0'.ers

had, in their turn, the iibertir of "i ‘sf,

upon the next vactIi;i<:?3y. Thus, hopo a
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expectation would be kept alive; none

would complain of broken promises, but

impute their disappointments wholly to for

tune, whose shoulders are broader and

stronger than those of a ministry.

Another professor showed me a large pa

per of instructions for discovering plots

and conspiracies against the government.

He advised great statesmen to examine

into the diet of all suspected persons;

their times of eating; upon which side

they lay in bed; with which hand they

wipe their posteriors; take a strict view

of their excrements, and, from the colour,

the odour, the taste, the consistence, the

crudeness, or maturity of digestion, form

a judgment of their thoughts and designs;

because men are never so serious, thought

ful, and intent, aswhen they are at stool,

which he found by experience ; for, in such

conjunctures, when he used, merely as a

trial, to consider which was the best wall

of murdering the king, his ordure would

have a tincture of green : but quite differ

ent, when he thought only of raising an

msurrection, or burning the metropolis.

The whole discourse was written with

great acuteness, containing many observa

t.l_01ia, b0th curious and useful for politi

cians but, as I conceived, not altogether

gimp ete. This I ventured to tell the au

h_°l', and 0fl'ered, if be pleased, to supply

mlm with_ some additions. He received

. y ProP0sition with more compliance than

's usual among writers, es .ially of

lh ' . .G p'°Jeoting sPe¢ie$; pro essing 1he
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would be glad to receive further infor

mation.’

_I told him, 1 that in thekingdom ofTrib

nia, by the natives called Langden, where

I had sojourned some time in my travels;

the bulk of the people consist in a manner

wholly of discoverers, witnesses, inform

ers, accusers, prosecutors, evidences,

swearers, together with their several sub

servient and subaltern instruments, all un

der the colours, the conduct and the pay

of ministers of state, and their deputies.

The plots, in that kin dom, are usually

the workmanship of t ose persons who

desire to raise their own characters of pro

found politicians; to restore new vigour to

a cra1y administration; to stifle or divert

general discontents; to fill their coffers

with forfeitures; and raise or sink the

opinion of public credit, as either shall

best answer their private advantage. It is

first agreed and settled among them, what

suspected persons shall be accused of a

plot; then, effectual care is taken to se

cure all their letters and papers, and Put

the owners in chains. These Pi’.Per.5 are

delivered to a set of artists, vEYy do!1te'

rous in finding out the mysterious meainngs

of words, syllables, and letters: for m

stance, they can discover a close stool, t0

signify a privy council; a fl9ck 0f gees;’

a senate; a lame dog,=1= an invader ~,dt e

plague, a standing army; a bun“ ’ a

'5 its oceedin s asaifls1 P“ *“101l""’.'
n‘§}‘oi>oor Ietoghester, ii‘: the E1tate Prials, vol. vi

D4
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prime minister ; the gout, a high priest ;

a gibbet, a secretary of state ; a chamber

pot, a committee of grandees; a sieve, a

court lady; a broom, a revolution; a

mouse.trap, an employment; a bottom

less pit, a treasury; a sink, a court; 8

cap and bells, a favourite ; a broken reed,

a court of justice; an empty tun, a gen

eral ; a running sore, the administration.

‘When this method fails, they have two

others more effectual, which the learned ,,

among them call acrostics and anagrams.

First, theycandecipher all initial letters

into political meanings. Thus N, shall

signify a plot; B, a regiment of horse;

L, a fleet at sea; or, secondly, by trans

posing the letters of the alphabet in any

suspected paper, they can lay open the

deepest designs of a discontented party

So, for example if I should say, in a let

ter to a friend, 1,Our brother Tom has just

got the piles,’ a skilful decipherer would

discover, that the same letters that com

pose this sentence, may be analysed into

the following words, 1Resist-.a plotis

brought home-The tour.’ And this is

the anagrammatic method.’

The professor made me great acknow

ledgments for communicating these obser

vatio'_is, and promised to make honourable

mention ofme in his treatise.

_ l_ saw nothing in this country that could

Invite me to a longer continuance, and

began to think of returning home to Eng

land.
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CHAPTER VII.

The Author lea'es Lagado, arri'es at Mal

donada. No ship ready. He takes a

short voyage to Glubbdubdrib. His re

ception by the Governor.

Tim continent, of which this kingdom is a

part, extends itself, as I have reason to be

lieve, eastward, to that unknown tract of

America westward of California; and

north, to the Pacific Ocean, which is not

above a hundred and fifty miles from La

gado; where there is a good port, and

much commerce with the great island of

Luggnagg, situated to the northwest about

29 degrees north latitude, and l4i) longi

tude. This island of Luggnagg stands

south.eastward of Japan, about a hundred

leagues distant. There is a strict‘ alliance

between the Japanese emperor and the

king of Luggnagg; which atibrds frequent

opportunities of sailing from one island to

the other. I determined therefore to di

rect my course this way, in order to my

return to Europe. I hired two mules, with

a guide, to show me the way, and carry m3!

small baggage. I took leave of my Hflble

protector, who had shown me so much fa

vour and made me a generous present at

my de arture. .

My gourney was without an)’ aco1§!enrtfi1:,r

adventure worth relating. When an i;

ed at the port of Maldonada (for tsorbour

called) there was no shill’ "i the a
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bound for Luggnagg, nor likely to be in

some time. _The town is about as large as

Portsmouth. I soon fell into some ac

quaintance, and was very hospitably re

ceived. A gentleman of distinction said

to me, 1that since the ships bound for

Luggnagg could not be ready in less than

a month, it might be no disagreeable

amusement for me to take a trip to the

little island of Glubbdubdrib, ' about five

leagues ofl‘ to the south.west.’ Heoffered

himself and a friend to accom ny me, and

that I should be provided wit a small con

venient bark for the voyage.

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can inter

pret the word, signifies the island of sorcer

ers or magicians. It is about one third as

large as the Isle of Wight, and extremely

fruitful: it is governed by the head of a

certain tribe, who are all magicians. This

tribe marries only among each other, and

the eldest in succession is prince or gover

nor. He has a noble palace, and a park of

about three thousand acres, surrounded by

a wall of hewn stone twenty feet high. In

this park are several small enclosures for

cattle, corn, and gardening.

The governor and his family are served

and attended by domestics of a kind some

what unusuaL By his skill in necromancy,

he has a power of calling whom he pleases

film" the dead, and commanding their ser

Xice for twenty.four hours, but no longer ;

i-brlcan he call the same persons up again

weryirzsnthtan three months, except upon

m°Td"iary occasions.
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When we arrived at the island, which

was abouteleven in the morning, one of

the gentlemen who accompanied me went

to the governor, and desired admittance

for a stranger, who came on purpose to

have the honour of attending on his high

ness. This was immediately granted, and

we all three entered the gate of the palace

between two rows of guards, armed and

dressed after a very antic manner, and

something in their countenances that made

my flesh creep with a horror l cannot ex

press. We passed through several apart

ments, between servants of the same sort,

ranked on each side as before, till we came

tothe chamber of presence; where, after

three profound obeisances, and a few gene

ral questions, we were permitted to sit on

three stools, near the lowest step of his

highness’s throne. He understood the lan

guage of Bainibarbi, although it was diffe

rent from that of this island. He desired

me to give him some account of my tra

vels ; and, to let me see that I should be

treated without ceremony, he dismissed all

his attendants with a turn of his finger; at

which, to my great astonvishment, they van

ished in an instant, like visions 1n a dream

when we awake on a sudden. _ I e0uld mt

recover myself in some time, till the gover

nor assured me, 1 that I should receive no

hurt:’ and observing my two companions

to be under no concern, who had beef;

often entertained in the same mallrtierifs

began to take courage, and related —s <1l

highness a short history of my sever a .
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ventures ; yet not without some hesitation,

and frequently looking behind me to the

place where I had seen those domestic

spectres. I had the honour to dine with

the governor, where a new set of ghosts

served up the meat, and waited at table. I

now observed myself to be less terrified

than I had been in the morning. I stayed

till sunset, but humbly desired is highness

to excuse me for not accepting his invita

tion of lodging in the palace. My tw0

friends and I lay at a private house in the

town adjoining, which is the capital of this

little island ; and the next morning we re

turned to pay our duty to the governor, as

he was pleased to command us.

After this manner we continued in the

island for ten days, most part of every ‘day

with the overnor, and at night in our

lodging. soon grew so familiari1ed to the

sight of spirits, that after the third or

fourth time they gave me no emotion at

all : or, if I had any apprehensions left, my

curiosity prevailed over them. For his

highness the governor ordered me 1to call

up whatever persons I would choose to

name, and in whatever numbers, among

all the dead from the beginning of the

world to the present time, and command

them to answer any uestions I should

thl11k fit to ask; with this condition, that

my questions must be confined within the

ggg1gé11ss of the times they lived in. And

would "1g I _might depend upon, that they

was a tcelrrtainly tell me_the truth, for lying

*1 ent of no use in the lower world.’
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_I mademy humble acknowledgments to

his highness for so great a iavour. We

were in a chamber, from whence there was

a fair prospect into the park. And because

my first inclination was to be entertained

with scenes of pomp and ma nificence, I

desired to see Alexander the ‘real: at the

head of his army, just after the battle of

Arhela: which, upon a motion of the go

vernor’s finger, immediately appeared in a

large field, under the window where we

stood. Alexander was called up into the

room: it was with great diflicnlty that I

understood his Greek,=:= and had but little

of my own. He assured me upon his

honour 1 that.he was not poisoned, but

died of a bad fever by excessive drink

mg.’.‘

Next, I saw Hannibal passing the Alps,

who told me, 1 he had not a drop of vine

gar in his camp.’1

1A hint from Gul1iver that we ha'e lost the

true Greek idiom.-Orrery. _

flu this passage there is a pecu1iar beau_t!,

though it is not disco'ered at a hasty view- ab5

?PP%rance of Alexander with a 'ictorious arm!

1mmediately after the battle of Arbe1a, i>r0d11c¢’.s

only a declaration that he died by drunkenness ;

thus inade uate and ridicu1ous in tlie e7e of 1ea’

son is the n timate purpose for which A1exander

with his army marched into a remote coungy,

sub'erted a mighty empire, and deluged 8-.3? ti:

with b1ood : he gainedno more than _au ePi e no

his name, which, after a few reyet1"1““"’ml"a'6 up

longer re arded e'en by himse1f. Thi11]s as can
pose of this resurrection appears to fife u on

e ual1y important with that of hi' . 't_ _

w ich it is a satire not n_iore_bitter 1lii"\iJ1::d''thm

# Li'y, the Roman historian' has ‘e a ’
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I saw Caesar and Pompey at the head of

their troops, just ready to engage. I saw

the former, in his last great triumph. I

desired that the senate of Rome might ap

pear before me, in one large chamber, and

a modern representative in counterview,

in another. The first seemed to he an as

sembly of heroes and demi.gods ; theother,

a knot of pedlars, pickpockets, highway

men, and bullies.

The governor, at my request, gave the

sign for Caesar and Brutus to advance to

wards us. I was struck with a profound

veneration at the sight of Brutus, and

could easily discover the mostconsummate

virtue, the greatest intrepidity and firm

ness of mind, the truest love of his coun

try, and general benevolence of mankind

in every lineament of his countenance. l

observed, with much pleasure, that these

two persons were in good intelligence with

each other ; and Caesar freely confessed, to

me, 1 that the greatest actions of his own

life were not ual, by many degrees, to

the glory of ta ing it away.’ I had the

honour to have much conversation with

Brutus; and was told, 1 that his ancestors

Jumus, Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato the

y0unger,=k Sir Thomas More, and him

Hannibal burnt a great i1e of wood i: onarock
g"ei?ef:0PPe4 hi§ Passage? and when itpwas time

made Pflgfied vioegar upon it, by which it was

,, I §?n$_ a6 to be easily cut through..-H.

em fair] i!: siome doubt whether Cato the censor

of mm": <1 a m a rank among so choice a up

'“o""-"‘.'/. This note of his lords ‘p is
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self, were perpetually together :’ a sextum

virate, to which all the ages of the world

cannot add a seventh.

It would be tedious to trouble the reader

with relating what vast numbers of illus

trious persons were called up, to gratify

that insatiable desire I had to see the

world in every period of antiquity placed

before me. I chiefly fed mine eyes with

beholding the destroyers of tyrants and

usurpers, and the restorers of liberty to op

pressed and injured nations. But it is im

possible to express the satisfaction I re

ceived in my own mind, after such a man

ner, as to make it a suitable entertainment

to the reader.

CHAPTER VIII.

A further Account of Glubbdubdrib. An

cient and modern hislory cgrrected. '

Havmo a desire to see those ancients who

were most renowned for wit and learmng,

I set apart one day on purpose. _ I Pro

posed that Homer and Aristotle might HD

pcar at the head of all their comment?

tors; but these were so numerous, 3 .3”

some hundreds were forced to atten in

an cncomium on the judgment of ourtilai\:h0;!:’:';;

knew that Cato the censor and Cato dyreason

were 'e difl‘erent persous, and for 30°

prefer: the latter.-. H
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the court, and outward rooms of the pa

lace. I knew, and could distinguish those

two heroes, at first sight, not only from the

crowd, but from each other. Homer was

the taller and comelier person of the two,

walked very erect for one of his age, and

his eyes were the most quick and iercing

I ever beheld. Aristotle stoope much,

and made use of a staff. His visage was

meagre, his hair lank and thin, and his

voice holiow.—= I soon discovered that both

of them were perfect strangers to the rest

of the company, and had never seen or

heard of them before; and I had a whis r

from a ghost who shall be nameless, 1t at

these commentators always kept in the

most distant quarters from their principals,

in the lower world, through aconciousness

of shame and guilt, because they had so

horribly misrepresented the meaning of

those authors to posterity. I introduced

Didymus and Eustathius to Homer, and

prevailed on him to treat them better than

perhaps they deserved, for he soon found

they wanted a genius to enter into the spirit

of a poet. But Aristotle was out of all pa

1 This description of Aristotle is fine, and, in 5

few w0rda, represents the true nature of his worki

By not ha'ing theimmorta1 spirit ofHomer, hewas

}."'abi'= W keep his bod erect ; and his stafl, which

ueibi; supported him, {i

usgt. ffe't i_li_ore conspicuous.
ha, u 1l'1ai"1_es, but these real ornaments, like his

the1; 1g1are thin and ungracefu1.-orrery. In iliu

canngt b8ec0m_mentat0' seems to be mistaken, for i1

however f:,§h§v'eord that Ai;ifs’:;)Lle's real ornanunl1'

' e 1mgrac .-H.

,H.O.1HFf'j-',.,_|

11-!SITE
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- because he pro

tienoe with the accoun

otus and Ramus, as I presented them to

him; and he asked them, 1whether the

rest of the tribe were as great dunces as

themselves ?’

I then desired the governor to call up

Descartes and Gassendi, with whom I pre

vailed to ex lain their systems to Aristotle.

This greatp ilosopher freely acknowled ed

his own mistakes in natural philosop y,

ceeded in many things upon

conjecture, as all men must do; and he

found, that Gassendi,.who had made the

doctrine of Epicurus as alatable as he

could, and the vortices of Y)escartes, were

equally to be exploded. He predicted the

same fate to attraction, whereof the pres

ent learned are such sealous asserters. He

said, 1 that new systems of nature were

but new fashions, which would vary in

every age ; and even those, who pretendto

demonstrate them from mathematical_prin

ciples, would flourish but a short period of

time, and be out of vogue when that was

determined.’ _ _ .

I spent five days in conversing with

many others of the ancient learned. I

saw most of the first Roman emperors _ l

prevailed on the governor to call_up H0li0

gabalus’s cooks to dress us a dinner,

they could not show us much of theirs _,

for want of materials. A helot oflaus made us a dish of Spartan brot , 0;)

ii il0as not able to get down a second sPo ‘

u .

The two gentlemen, who conducted me

VoL. II. E
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to the island, were pressed by theirp_

afl"a'irs to return in three days, w ich I

employed in seeing some 0 '

without some pleasure, that
able to trace the particular features _by

which certain families are distinguished,

up to their originals. I couldplainly dis

whence it came, what Polydore

sé1ys of a certain great house, Nee vb‘ fw

gs, iwc faemzna casta ; how cruelty, false

i $9il, and c0_wardice, grew tobe character

s Wl9i' by which certain families are distin

S11lfl ed as much as by their coats of arms;
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who fi st b ht th ' t bl
house,'ivhicl'iolliig e pox m 0 a no 6

as lineally decended in scro

fulous tumours
to their posterity. Neither

could I wonder at all this, when I saw

such an interruption of lineages, by pages,

lackeys, valets, coachmen, gamesters, fid

ers, players, captains, and pickpockets.

was chiefly disgusted with modern his

t0 . having strictly examined all

greatest name in the courts

of princes, for a hundred years past, I

found how th
e world had been misled by

prostitute writers, to ascribe the greatest

exploits in war, to cowards; the wisest

counsel, to fools; sincerity, to flatterers;

oman virtue, to betrayers of their coun

try; piety, to atheists; chastity, to sod

omites; truth, to informers: how many

mnocent and excellent persons had been

condemned to death or banishment, by the

practising of great ministers upon the 00r

ruption of judges, and the malice of fac

tious: how many villains had been exalt

ed to the highest places of trust, p0wE_r,

dignity, and profit: how great a share_m

the motions and events of courts, councils,

and senates, might be challenged by bawds!

whores, pimps, parasites, and bufi'0or_is

ow low an opinion I had of human wis

dom and integrity, when I was tru.ly_infor;

med of the springs and motives ot grtig

enterprises and rev0lutions_in the wg-tcfi

flll1ld of the contei11ptlble‘Nccldenl2s to W 1

t ey owed their success . .

Here I discovered the rosuery and i9'

norance of those whfi grewn t° ume an’
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ecdotes, or secret history; who send so

many kings to their graves with a cup of

ness was by ; unlock the thoughts andcab

inets of ambassadors and secretaries 0

state; and have the perpetual misfortune

Here I discovered the

cat events that

have surprised the world; how a whore

can govern the back-stairs, the back.stairs

a council, and the council a senate. A

eneral confessed, in my presence, 1that

e got a victory purely by the force ofcow

ardice and ill conductg’ and an admiral,

1 that, for want of proper intelligence, he

beat the enemy, to whom he intend to

betray the fleet.’ Three kings protested

to me, 1 that in their whole reigus they

never did once prefer any person of merit,

' ake, or treachegg of some

would they dagain :’ and they showed, with great

strength of reason, 1 that the royal throne

could not be supported without corruption,

because that positive, confident, restiif

temper, which virtue infused into a man,

was a perpetual clog to public business.’

I had the curiosity to inquire in a i

cular manner, by what meflmds

numbers had procured to themselves high

titles of honour, and prodigious estates;

and I confined my inquiry to a very mo

u@"i Period: however, without grating

l’ou present tnnes, because I would be

7
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for I hope the reader need not be told,

that Ido not in the least intend my own

country, in what I say upon this occasion.

A great num
ber of persons concerned

were called up; and, upon a very slight

examination, discovered such ascene of in

famy, that I cannot reflect upon it with

outsome seriousness. Perjury, oppression,

subomation, fraud, pandarism, and the

like infirmities, were among the most ex

cusable arts they had to mention ; and for

these I gave, as it was reasonable, great

allowance. But when some confessed

they owed their greatness and wealth t_0

omy, or incest; others, to the prosti

tuting of their own wives and daughters ;

others, to the betraying of their _c0u_ntry

or their prince; some, to poifsomng;

more to the perverting of justice, in order

to destroy the innocent: I hope I _may be

pardoned, if these dis overies inclmed me

a little to abate of t at profound venem

tion, which I am naturally apt t0 Pay I0

persons of high rank, who ought to be

treated with the utmost respect due I9

their sublime dignity, by us their inferi

ors. .

I had ofien read of some great $?i'e1go€g

done to princes and states, and desir vices

see the persons b whom those ser told

were performed. {lpon lnqn"'y I gagn H6

1 that their names were to be founhom his_

record, except a few of them' “'- f rogues

tor has represented as the vilestl:iod never

an traitors. As tontlge rest, I 3

69
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once heard of them. They all appeared

with dejected looks, and in the meanest

habit; most of them telling me, 1they died

in poverty and disgrace, and the rest on a

scaffold or a gibbet.’ .
Among others, there was one person,

whose case appeared a little singular. He

had a youth about eighteen years old stand

ing by his side. He told me he had for

many years been commander of a shi ;

and in the sea.fight at Actium ha

good fortune to break through the enemyfs

great line of battle, sink three of their

eapital ships, and take a fourth, which w

the sole cause of Antony’s flight, and3'

the victory that ensued; that the you

standing by him, his only son, was killed

t upon _the
in the action.’ He added, 1 tha
confidenceof some merit, the war being

at an end, he went to Rome, and solicited

at the court of Augustus to be preferred to

a greater ship, whose commander had

been killed ; but, without any regard to his

pretensions, it was given to a boy who had

never seen the sea, the son of Libertina,

who waited on one of the emperor’s mis

tresses. Returning back to his own vessel,

he was charged with neglect of duty, and

the ship given to a favourite page of uD

licola, the vice.admiral; whereu on he

retired to a poor farm at a great istance

fwm Rome, and there ended his life.’ I

was so curious to know the truth of this

6§0ry, that I desired Agrippa might be call

e , who was admiral in that fight. He

appeared, and confirmed the whole ac



A VOYAGE TO LAPUTA, &c. 7l

count; but with much more advantage to

the captain, whose modesty hadextenuated

or.concealed a great part of his merit. ..

I was surprised to find corruption grown

so high and so quick in that empire, by

the force of luxury so lately introduced ;

which made me less wonder at many par

allel cases in other countries, where vices

of all kinds have reigned so much longer,

and where the whole praise, as well as [)il

lage, has been engrossed by the chief com

mander, who perhaps had the least title to

either. .

As every person called up made exactly

the same appearance he had done in the

world, it gave me melancholy reflections to

observe, how much the race of human kmd

was degenerated among us, within these

hundred years past; how the p0x_, uPder

all its consequences and denommations,

had altered every lineament of an English

countenance; shortened the sise of bodies,

unbraced the nerves, relaxed the sinews

and muscles, introduced a sallow complex

ion, and rendered the flesh loose and ran

cid. _ ‘

I descended so low, as to desire s0n6e

English yeomen of the old stamp might f e

summoned to appear; once so famous oé

the sim licity of their manners, _diot'_ agr

dress; or justice in their dealings but

their true spiritof liberty ; for 151_i<‘i:r v1om5

and love of their country. Nell ‘ing the

I be wholly unmoved, after 00{1iP:ns.1dered

living with the dead, wI1en cwere pros;

how all these pure ngtlle “rmes



72 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS.

tituted for a piece of money by their grand

children; who, in selling their votes and

managing at elections, have acquired every

vice and corruption that can possibly be

learned in a court.

_

CHAPTER IX.‘

The Author returns to Maldonado. Sails l0

the kingdom of Luggnagg. The Au!/tor

confined. He is sent for to court. The

manner of his admittance. 17:: King’s

. great lenity to his subjects.

Tm: day of our departure being come, I

took leave of his highness, the governor of

Glubbdubdrib, and returned with my two

companions to Maldonada, where, after _s

fortnight’s waiting, a ship was ready to sail

for Luggnagg. The two gentlemen, and

some others, were so generous and kind

as to furnish me with provisions, and see

me on board. I was a month in this voy

age. We had one violent storm, and were

under a necessity of steering westward to

get into the trade.wind, which holds 'for

above sixty leagues. On the 2lst of April,

l70?, we sailed into the river of Clumegnig,

which is a sea.port town, at the south east

point of Luggnagg. We cast anchor with

in a league of the town, and made a signal

for a pilot. Two of them came on board

m less than half an hour, by whom we

were guided between certain shoals and
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rocks, which are very dangerous in the

passage, to a larg
e basin, where afleet may

ride in safety within a cable’s length of the

town.wall.

Some of our sailors, whether out of

treachery or inadvertence, had informed

the pilots 1that I was a stranger, and a

great traveller ;’
whereof these gave notice

to a custom.house oflicer, by whom I was

examined very strictly upon my landing.

i‘ oflicer spoke to me in the language of

ibarbi, which, by the force of much

commerce, is generally understood in that

town, especially by seamen and those em

ployed in the customs. I gave him a short

account of some particulars, and made my

story as plausible and consistent as I c0nld 3

but I thought it necessary to disgu1sc my

country, and call myself a Hollander; be

cause my intentions were for Japan, Mi5l I

knew the Dutch were the only _Eur0pe8Ii8

permitted to enter into that kingdom._ I

therefore told the oflicer, 1 that ha_ving

been shipwrecked on the coast of Balnibar

Pi, and cast on a rock, I was received ug

Into La uta or the fl ' g island (of uhmhe had gften heard), 2il3l was now endE_ifl\'

ouring to get to Japan, whence I might

find a convenience of returnmg t0 my oul’)2

country.’ The oflicer said, I mus: m

confined till he could receive 025e'? we

court, for which he would wil"5 1-gnh;

diately, and hoped to receive an fl1ligniem

i1iiortnight.’ I was carliiede<tl":tc3:1e door .

or gin with a centr P Q0 .
howevger, I had e liberty of a large
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‘ same ship, to be an interpreter ,

garden, and was treated with humanity

enough, being maintained all the time at

the king’s charge. I was invited by several

persons, chiefly out of curiosity, b '

was reported that I came from countries

very remote of which they had never

heard. . .I hired a young man, who came in the

. he was a

native of Luggnagg, but had lived some

years at Maldonada, and was aperfect mas

ter of both languages. By his assistance,

I was able to hold a conversation with

those who came to visit me ; but this con

sisted only of their questions, and my an

swers.The despatch came from court about the

time we expected. I
for conducting me and my retinue to

dragdubh, or Trildrogdrib (for it is pro

nounced both ways as near as l

member), by a party of ten horse.
retinue was that poor lad for an interpreter,

whom I persuaded into my service, an ,

at my humble request, we

mule to ride on. _ A messenger was

aPP0int 51 day and hour, when it woul

Eis gracious pleasure that l might havet e

T<l)i'i01_1r to lick the dust before his footstoo .’

b us is the court style, and I found '

1: more than matter of form: for, up0n

I Z’ adrruttance two days after my arrival,

jas Gommanded to crawl upon my belly,
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and lick the floor as I advanced; but, on

account of my being a stranger, care was

taken to have it made so clean, that the

dust was not offensive. However, this was

a peculiar grace, not allowed to any but

persons of the highest rank, when they de

sire a_n admittance. Nay, sometimes the

floor is strewed with dust on purpose, when

the person to be admitted happens to have

powerful enemies at court; and I have seen

agreat lord with his mouth so crammed,

that when he had crept to the proper dis

tance trom the throne, he was not able to

speak a word. Neither is there any rem

edy; because it is capital for those, who

receive an audience to spit or wipe their

l11ouths in his majesty’s presence. There

is indeed another custom, which I cannot

altogether approve of: when the king has

a mind to put any of his nobles to death in

a gentle indulgent manner, he commands

the floor to be strewed with a certain brown

Powder of a deadly composition,_ which,

being licked up, infallibly kills him in twen

ty.four hours. But in justice to this

firince’s great clemency, and the care he

as of his subjects’ lives (wherein it were

much to he wished that the monarchs of

Europe would imitate him), it must be

mentioned for his honour, that strict or

ders are given to have the infected Pam of '

the floor well washed after every such fx'*;'

cution, which, if his dome§tics 1Pe3 ecai

they arein danger of incurring hu. 2°)éi

displeasure. I myself heard him grid bé

rections, that one of his pages sh“
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whipped, whose turn it was to give notice

about washing the door after an execution,

but maliciously had omitted it; by which

neglect ii young lord of great hopes, co .

ing to an audience, was unfortunately

Boisoned, although the king at that time

adno design against his life. But this

good prince was so gracious as to forgive

the poor page his whipping, upon pronuse

that he would do so no more, without

special orders.To return from this digression, when I

had crept within four yards of the throne,

I raised myself gently upon my knees, on

then striking my forehead seven times

against the ground, I pronounced the fol

lowing words, as they had been taught me

the night before, I1wkpluig glnflihrabb squut

' odbflllflif
serumm blhmp mlaslmal
hs_l1u'0plnu1 gm-dlubh asht. This is the com

¥l111ienI, established by the laws of the land,

or all persons admitted to the king1s pre

sence. It may be rende ' English

thus : 1 May your celestial majesty outlive

the sun, eleven moons and a half !1 _To

this the king returned some answer, which,

although I could not understand, yet l re

plied_as I had been directed: Flute dri11

y"lerwk duruldim1 pmstrad mirpush, which

Properly signifies, 1 My tongue is in the

mouth of my friend ;’ and by this expres

%ion was meant, that I desired leave to

"n8 my Interpreter; whereupon

¥io:n1g 9ian, already mentioned, was accor

g y introduced; by whose intervention

l umwered as many questions as his ma

-7.



jest? could put inabove an hour. I spoke

bian tongue, andmy inter

preter delivered my meaning in that of

u$8n88g

The king was much delighted with my

oQmPiiny, and ordered his blifiinarhlub, or

high—cll3n1b0rlal1‘1, to appoint a lodging in

the court for me and my interpreter ; with

a daily allowance for my table, and a large

gold for my common expenses.

l staid three months in this country, out

of perfect obedience to his majesty; wh0

was pleased highiy to favour me, and made

{he very honourable offers. But I thought

it more consistent with prudence and jns

ce to pass the remainder of my days with

my wife and family.

_

CHAPTER X.

The Luggna ' ns commended. A‘ 1ifti
cular descgo1'gzion of the Slruld 8,

with many conversations between the i!

thor and some eminent per.'i0".‘1 "P0" "mt

subject. '

Tun Lu ‘ans are a polite and ge3o
rous pegglk<liafgnd although they sr? uQt

without some share of that pride wbic:;] is

Peculiar to all Eastern countries, yet :87

show themselves courteous to stra1igegs1thé

Pecially such who are countenanee 7and

court. I had many acquam'_o.noe: and

among persons of the best fashion ,
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‘being always attended by my interpreter.,

the conversation we had was not disagree

able. _One day, in much good compan , I was

had seen any of their struldbrugs, or_im

mortals ?’ I said, 1 I had not -,’ and ired

he would explain to me wh

by such an appellation, applied _
creature. He told me 1that sometimes,

though very rarely, a child happened to lg;

born in a family, with a red circular sp

in the forehead, directly over the left eye

brow, which was an infallible mark that it

should never die.’ t, as he des

cribed it, 1 was about the compass of a sil

‘ of time
ver three pence, but in the course f

' . or

to a deep
coal black, and as large as an Eng

ling; but never admitted any fu
teration.’ He said, 1 these births were so

rare, that he did not believe there could

be above eleven hundred struldbrugs, of

both sexes, in the whole kingdom; of

which_he computed about fifty in
tropolis, and among the rest, a young girl

born about three years ago: t
roductions were not peculiar to any fami

,_but a mere effect of chance; al1

children of the struldbrugs themselves were

equally mortal with the rest of the people.’

w.{hfl'<?ely own rnyself to have b ruck

1 mexpressible delight, upon hearing

-.
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this account: and the person who gave it

me happening to understand the Bainibar

bian language, which I spoke very well, I

could not forbear breakingout into expres

sious, perhaps a little too extravagant, I

cried out, as in a rapture, 1 Happy nation,

where every child has at least a chance for

being immortal! Happy people, who_en

joy so man living examples of ancient

" have masters ready to instruct

em in the wisdom of all former ages!

but happiest, beyond‘ all comparison, are

those excellent struldbrugs, who, being b0rn

exempt from that universal calamity of

human nature, have their minds free and

disengaged, without the weight and depres

sion of spirits caused by the continual

apprehensions of death.’ I discovered my

admiration, that I had not observed any of

these illustrious persons at court; the

black spot on the forehead bemg so re

markable a distinction, that I_could _n0t

ave easily overlooked ' it: and it _wa_s _hn

Possible that his majesty, a I1_i0sl5 J11d1fnfius

prince, should not provide himself wit a

g00d number of such wise and able c<li1uné

sellors. Yet perhaps the virtue of t 0-it

reverend sages was too strict for the c0i"ii'u£e

and libertine manners of a court: an men

ofien find by experience, that youngto be

are too opinionated and volattl_let,heir se_

guided by the sober dictatcfl °k.mg was

niors. However, since thiif royal pen

Pleased to allow me access t0 hm very first

son, I was resolved, nP01i .t Sm him on

occasion, to deliver my oPimo
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’ ' having
,‘ , ment in this country,

1': thankfulness, accept

‘ I my life here in

addressed my

, (as Ihave already. 01]

served) he spoke the language of -Ba1I_11

barhi, said to me, with a sort of a smile

which usually arises from pity to the_1gD°

rant, ‘ that he was glad of any occasion to

keep me among them,permission to ex lain to the company what

' talked

e did so_,

same person told :11
mine (so he thoughtrfit to express _ _

were very ed with the jud1c_:10\15

eat happmefl-5
 

igfinarks I h§(§~ 'and advamagemvai ife, and @1197
were do ‘ ‘ a particlllfll‘

I answer w '

011 §0 copious

pecially to me,

...-.-.-1.<.“___,‘x,r‘
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amuse myselfwith vis
_ ions ofwhat I should '

do, ifI were a king,

a general, or a great
lord: and upon this very case, I had fre

quently run over the whole system how I

should employ myself, ‘and pass the tnne,

if 1I were sure to live for ever.

_ been my good fortune to
come mto the world a struldbrug, as s00n

as I could discover my own happinessmlg

understanding the difference between

first resolve, by all artal1 Inethods whatsoever, to procure my

self riches: in the pursuit of which, by

thrifl: and
management, I might reasonably

expect, in about two hundred years, t0 be

thewealthiest man in the kingdom. _In

the second lace, I would, frommy eefliest

youth, app y myself to the study 0_f si1s

and sciences, by which I should arrive In

time to excel all others in learning. _ Lastly,

Iwould carefully record every action end

event of consequence, that happened in the

public, impartially draw the characters of

theseveral successions of princes and Kre“

‘ . . with my 'wn observe;
tious on every point. I would exactly Be

down the several changes in eustoms'.lau‘

El1age, fashions of dress, diet, and d1velra

sions; by all which a uirements, I sh0\1is_

be a living treasure of owledge and l‘: of

“om, and certainly become the orac

e nation.

1I would never marry after thrfiiffizeg
but live in a hospitable manner, 3!: myself

the saving side. I would cntelfla1 of hope

in formin and directing themm 5

VoL. ll8. F
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ful young men, by convincing them, from

my own remembrance, experience, and

observation, fortified b umerous eil

amples, of the usefuiness of virt '
lie and private life. But my choice and

constant companions should be a set of my

own immortal brotherhood; amongwhom,

lect a do1en from the most an

to my own contemporaries.

of these wanted fortunes,

would provide them with convenient lodges

and have some of

. only mingling a

few of the most valuable among you mor

tals, whom length of time would harden

me to lose with little or no reluctance, a11

treat your posterity after the same man

ner; just as a man di'erts himself with

the annual succession of pinks and tulips

in his garden, without regretting the loss

of those which withered the preceding

year.

mark the several
ruption steals into the world, and op

in every step, by givin

and instruction to man 'nd;

l20 the strong influence of
would probably prevent that continu

generacy of human nature, so justly com

Pl§med of in all ages. ' '_Add to this, the pleasure of seeing the

:§ri011s revolutions of states and empires;

° (menses in the lower and upper world;

1*

__,»-’.,,....’_._.:‘-..’:‘v—-‘..',,_:‘
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_and obscure villages

_ _ ings; famous rivers
lessening into shallow brooks; the ocean

leavmg one coast dry, and overwhelming

another; the discovery of many countries

yet unknown; barbarity overrunning the

politest natious, and the most barbarous

become civilised I should then see the

discovery of the longitude, the perpetual

motion, the universal medicine, and many

other great inventions, brought to the ut

moswierfmtion.

1
hat wonderful discoveries should we

make in astronomy, by outliving and con

firming our own predictions . by observing

the progress and returns of comets, with

the changes of motion in the sun, moon,

and stars l’

I enlarged upon many other topics,

which the natural desire of endless life,

and sublunary ha iness, could easily fur

nli1sh me with. hen I had ended, and

't e sum of my discourse had been inter

preted, as before, to‘the rest of the com

Deny, there was a good deal of talk among

them in the language of the country, n01

without some laughter at my exPense

At last, the same gentleman who had been

my interpreter, said, ‘he was desired by

the rest to set me right in a few mistakes,

which I had fallen into through the éxgn‘

mon imbecility of human nature, a3le f8;

on that allowance was less answcra S was

them. That this breed of sti‘11ldhb":_‘e€ were

peculiar to their country' fo1.' t $l 0, Ja-

no such people eithei; an Balmbaf
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ever had onhold back the other as strongly as l:;

could. That the oldest had still hopes

‘ 00

this island of Luggnagg the appetite
‘ nual

living was not so ea er, trom _

example- of the,MW.. 1eyes. ,,.-'-1,,- M;_.i ‘|   ’ fii —-—-,oror_-

1 '’‘. . L ' ’me, was unreasonable and unjust; because

it supposed a perpetuity of you , health'

and vigour, which no man c

foolish to hope, however extravagan

may be in his wishesak That the qu

therefore was not, whether a. man would

'.I'Kr . .

 

' To this it ma ossib1y be objected, that the

'_ !1c'Pciui1Y pfyou , ea1th, and '‘ our, would be

158} prodigy than the perpetuity 1ife in a bed!

:1ub)ect to radual decay, and might th
0p1?‘! M out greater extra'agance of folly, W1

the sentiment here expressed is thatof abeing to

whomimmorta1ity though not perpetua1 youth w‘ai

_.....,_¢_.4.,!F;



attended with prosperity and health; but

how he would pass a perpetual life, under

all the usual disadvantages which old age

brings along with it; for although few

men will avow their desires of being im

mortal, u
pon such hard conditions, yet in

the two kingdoms before mentioned, of

Balnibarhi and Japan, he observed that

every man desired to put of!1 death some

time longer, let it approach ever so late:

and he rarely heard of any man who died

willingly, except he were incited by the

extremity of grief or torture. And he an

pealed to me, whether in those countries

I had travelled, as well as my own, 1 had

not observed the same general disposi

tion.’4=

fami1iar, and in whom the wish of pcrpctua1 you1h

on1y wou1d have been e-tra'a ant, because ma1

011|J' a peered from facts to be ,mp0ssible.—H= _

I it be said, that a1though the fo11y of dcs1fai11

life to be prolon d under the disad'antages °f °
s8e, is here snelgyeexposed; yet the desire of terfcg;

tria1 immorta1ity, upon terms on which a1o11et.o,n

the nature of things it is possib1e. an ’1?.rn,P ‘ab

from disease, accident, and decay, is taut 3 o1d

1owed. It may be answered, 'lia1 as ue graft we

3' imperceptib1e degrees, so for the most Pis rady

IZrow o1d without repining; and e'er! i'?ushuH be

to profess himse1f wi11ing to die, Wli9u.. inc ;u,,,,.°

o'ertaken by the decrepitude of ag0 iu1£0n, u,is pe

period1 yet when e' other eye segt,ufe and mm..

riod is arri'ed, he isi 1 tenacious ohe réceiyed his

murs at the ronditiggnpon which _

to the
existence. '_i,0 recgmo1t1 age tl§f:b3.%’;¢°u 1ha;

thoughts of _ dis ‘_ - "s ¢.9 u_.,§fi\Ctic3l

was necessar 3'n‘10''n| M mi ,, .. _
rui:P,1liiO|.iMi_ '

era _
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'After this preface, he gave me a parti.'

cular account

and infirmities of other old me

more which arose from the dr

pect ‘ofinever dying. They

of the struldbrugs 3lii09g

He said, 1 they commonly acted

d th w melan
egnfes, gte oth till

he learned

opinionative, peevish, covetous, m0_r0se,

vain, talkative

ship,
and dead to

but incapable of fl'ie_1<l)d
'

3

which never descended below their grand

children.
their prevailing passions.

Jects against whic

Envy, and impotent desires, are

But those 9li

h their envy seems Win

cipally directed, are the vices of the young

deaths of the old.

fleeting on the former, they find themselves

cut ofl‘ from all

whenever they see a funeral,

and repine that

possibility of pleasure; and

others have gone to a bar

bour of rest, to which they themselves ne

ver can hope to

mernbrance of

arrive. Theyh
any thing but what they

learned and observed in their youth and

middle.age, and even that is very imper

fect; and for t
he truth or particulars of

4"'-''"'”'v,-'.—'ga'5’.5.5
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any fact, it is safer to depend on common'

tradition, than upon their best recollec

tions. The least miserable among them,

appear to be those who turn to dotage, and

entirely lose their memories; these meet

with more pity and assistance, because

they want many bad qualities which

sb1()}1tl1d in 02i6i8. b of

a strul brug a en to marry one

'ls oWII kind, the mg}:.iage is dissolved of.

course, by the courtesy of the kingdom, as

soon as the younger of the two comes to be

fourscore. for the law thinks it a reason

able indulgence, that those who are con

demned, without any fault of their own, I0,

s De ual continuance in the world,

shoul not have their misery doubled by

the load of a wife.

1 As soon as they ha'e completed the

term of eighty years they are looked on as

dead in law; their heirs immediately suc

ceed to their estates; only a small pittance

is reserved for their support; and the Pcor

ones are maintained at the public charge

After that period, they are held inc3-pable'

of any emplo 'ment of trust or profit; the3f

cannot purchase lands, or tfllfe lease?’

neither are they allowed to be witnesses n:

any cause, either civil or crimmal, 3:

even for the decison of meers and b<3iinan'd

1 At ninety, they lose their *.o1t’.ncti0n

hair; they have at that age no dis gr they

of taste, but eat and _drink what.£‘:'¥e The

can get, without relish 0r 3Pl?1l*lLor'1t.mug,

diseases they were subieet so im. h.mg_ l1;

without increasingFe; d1mm“
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’
\ talking, they forget the common appella

‘ tion of things, and the names of persous,

even of those who are their nearest friends

and relations. For the same reason, they

never can amuse themselves with reading,

because their memory will not serve to

carry them from the beginning of a sen

tence to the end; and by this defect, they

are deprived of the only entertainment,

whereof they might otherwise be capable.

1 The language of this country being al

ways upon the flux, the struldbrugsof one

age do not understand those of another;

neither are they able, after two hund

years, to hold any conversation (farther

than by a few general words) with their

neighbours the mortals ; and thus they lie

under the disadvantage of living like

foreigners in their own country.’

This was the account given me of the

struldbrugs, as near as l can remember.

fierentI afterwards saw five or six of di

ages, the youngest not above two hundred

years old, who were brought to me at seve

ral times by some of my friends; but al

though they were told, 1 that I was a great

traveller, and had seen all the world,’ they

had not the least curiosity to ask me a

question ; only desired 1 I would give them

slumskudask, or a token of remembrance;

which is armodest way of begging, to avoid

the law, that strictly forbids it, because

$1e3’ are provided for by the public, al

anmigh mdeed with a very scanty allow

ce.
They are despised and hated by all sorts



A VOYAGE TO LAPUTA, &c. 89

9f People. When one of them is born, it

is reckoned ominous, and their birth is re-,

corded very particularly : so that you may

know their age by consulting the register,

which, however, has not bee
n ke t above

a thousand years past, or at least as been

destroyed by time or public disturbances.

But the usual way of computing how old

they are, is by asking them what kings 0r

great persous they can remember, and then

consulting history; for infallibly the lsst

prince in their mind did not begin his

rei after theywere fourscore years old.

' ‘hey were the most mortifying sight l
' ever beheld; an

d the women more horrible

than the men. Besides the usual deform

ities in extreme old age. they acquired an

additional ghastliness, in proportion b0

their number of years, which is not to be

escribed; and among half a do1en, l s0ou

distinguished which was the eldest, al

though there was not above a century 0r

two between them. _

he reader will easily believe, that {Wm

what I had heard and seen, mykeen sPPo:é:le

for perpetuity of life was much aba _n -

I grew heartily ashamed of the Pleas1ng

visions l had formed; and thou bib l

tyrant could invent a death, in V’ ugh 8

would not run with pleasure, i‘1‘01l1)i 3 pass_

life. The king heard of all that am this

ed between me and my ff1ends l1égsanfly ,

occasion, and rallied me vet‘); Pof sm1ld.

Zvishing l could send a coi1p e

urrugs to my 'wn country, I0 arm 0 .

'
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ple against the fear of death ;& but

this, it seems, is forbidden by the fundai

I could not but agree, that the aws of this

kingdom relative to the st
founded upon the strongest reasons, and

such as any other country would be under

the..necessity of enacting ‘ '
cumstances. Otherwise, as avarice is the

necessary consequent of old age, those im

mortals would in time become proprietors,

of the whole nation, and engross the civil

power, which, for want of abilities to

fpanage, must end in the ruin of the pub

ic. _

_’

CHAPTER XI.

The Author leaves Luggnagg, and sails to

Japan. From thence he returns ina Dutch

shtp to Amsterdam, andfrom Amsterdam

to England.

I ’_rHoUGH‘r this account of the struldIn1lg8

m1ght besome entertainment to the reader,

because it seems to be a little out of the

1Perhaps it may not be wholl useless to re

mfirk, that the sight of a Jlruldybru would no

gia'erwise arm those agaiust the fear 0 death, who

awn1; 1fihh' be'ond it, than a man is armed

cm of? 9 car 0 breaking his 1imbs, who Ps

a window when his house is on fire.-. .

_,._....$...,l.l.-‘.-—'l.E.5.£‘,v',§-‘'Iiuf.1,E
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common way; at least I do not remember

to have met the like in any book of travels

that has come to my hands: and if I am

deceived, my excuse must be, that it is ne

cessary for travellers who describe the same

country, very often to agree in dwelling on

the same particulars, without deserving

the censure of having borrowed or tran

scribed from those who wrote before,

them ,
' 3' _ '

There is indeed a perpetual commerce ' .’, '

'

between this kingdom and the great empire_ ' ’

of Japan: and it is very probable, that the '_ ,

Japanese authors may have given some ac

count of the struldbrugs ; but my stay hi

Japan was so short, and I was so entirely a

stranger to the language, that I was not

qualified to make any inquiries. But I

hope the Dutch, upon this notice, will be

<f:urious and able enough to supply my de

ects. ‘ _

His majesty having often ressed me t0

accept some employment in _is 00urts and

finding me absolutely determined to return

to my native country, was pleased to give

me his license to depart; and honouredme

with a letter of recommendation' under

his own hand, to the emperor of Jalfag

e likewise presented me with fourf I2l5

dred and forty.four large Pieces ° bgrs)

(this nation delighting _in even Eng:
fiind a red diam%nd,dwh5c;10:ngg1 i _

d for eleven im re '

On the 6th of May, l709, l to0k a32:3?

leave of his majesty, a9d all mg order a

This prince was so 8Yacious a”
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' of the island.

' otficers my letter from the king

guard to conduct me to Glanguenstald,

which is a royal port to the south.westpart

In six days I tbund a vessel

ready to carry me to Japan, and spent fif

teen days in the voyage. We landed at a

small port.town called Xamoschi, situated

on the south.east part of Japan; th_e town

lies on the western point, where there is a

narrow strait leading northward into a

long arm of the sea, up0n the north.west

part of which, Yedo the metropolis stands.

At landing I showed the custoi:_i.£ouse

o

nagg to his imperial majesty.

it was
he impression Wasi

gar fiom the

the seal perfectly well '

the palurofmy hand.

1 A king litting up a lame b
earth.’ The magistrates oft e town, heaf

ing of my letter, received me as a publw

minister ; they provided me with carriflgfls

and servants, and bore my charges to Yedo,

where I was admitted to an audience, and

delivered my letter, which was opened

with great ceremony, and ex lained to the

emperor by an interpreter, w 0 then Bave

me notice, by his majesty1s order, 1 that I

should signify my request, and, whatever

1t were, it should be granted, for the sake

of his royal brother of Luggnagg.’ This

1nterpreter was a person employed to trans

act _ afihirs with the Hollanders: he soon

oouJecfll!Ed, by my countenance, t

2',“ a European, and therefore
u_ 1n8_.le§ty1s commands in Low tcln

which he spoke perfectly well I answered9

5! I had before determined, 1 that I was a

_.»-...,.§.-,1,.—l,.-R8‘9EE
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Dutch merchant, shipwrecked in a very

remote country, whence I had travelled by

sea and landto Luggneg , and then took

shipping for Japan; wiere I knew my

countrymen oiten traded, and with some

of these I hoped to get an opportunity of

returning into Europe: I therefore most

humbly entreated his royal favour, to give

order that I should be conducted in safety

_Nangasac.' To this l added another

petition, 1that for the sake of my patron

the king of Luggnagg, his majesty would

coudescend to excuse my performing the

ceremony imposed on my countrymen, of

trampling upon the crucifix: because I

had been thrown into his kingdom by my

imsfortunes, without any intention of_trad

"1g.’ When this latter petition was in_ter

Pfeted to the emperor, he seemed ' l1tllfl

""’P1'iied; and said, 1he believed I was

the first ofmy countrymen who ever made

any scruple in this point; and that he

began to doubt, whether I was a real Hol

lander, or not. but rather suspected I

must be a christian. However, for the

reasons I had oflered, but chiefly to gratify

the king of Lu agg by an uncommon

mark of his avour,,he would comvly

with the singularity of my humour; Put

.the aflhir must be managed with dexerity,

and his oflicers should he commanded 00

Bfme ass as it were h forge“ulue'“
for hepassiured me, thaat if the seflef

should be discovered by my c0u1‘1trYmon

theDutoh, the would cut my "hrou“1)u

the voyage.’ { returned my 1bank!’ 7
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the interpreter, for so unusual ' favour;

and some troo s being at that time _on

their march to angasac, the coniiui;,n<ltlll1i_B

e Loflicer had orders to convey me sa

ther, with particular instructions about the

business of the crucifix.

On the 9th day of June, l ,
at Nangasac, after a very long and trou

blesome journek I soon fell into the com

pany utch sailors belonging _

the Amboyna of Amsterdam, a stout sh1P

of 450 tons. I had lived lon '

pursuing my studies at Leyd
spoke Dutch well. The seamen soon knew

whence I came last: they were cnr1ou1

'to‘ inquire into my voyages and course 0

1 made up a story as short and pro

l'f .‘ e greatest
bable as I could, but concealed the

' ' oiland;
part. I knew many persons in

‘I was able to invent names for my parens,

whom I pretended to be obscure people in

the province oi‘ Guelderl.and. nl5

have given the captain (one
Vangrult) what he pleased to ask for n:

voyage to Holland; but understanding

was a surgeon, he was contentedto Li3e

half the usual rate, on condition t

wou.ld serve him in the ‘way of my calling

Before we took shipping, I
uked by some of the crew, 1whether l

had performed the ceremony above men

tioned ?’ I evaded the question b general

answers; 1that 1- had satisfied e empe

ror and court in all particulars.1 Ho

fver, a malicious rogue of a skipper went

o an oflicer, and pointing to me, told
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him, ‘I had not yet trampled on the cm

cifix ;’ but the other, who‘ had received in

structions to let me ass, gave the rascal

twenty strokes on t e shoulders with a

bamboo; after which I was no more

troubled with such questions. _

Nothing happened worth mentioning in

this voyage. We sailed with a fair wind

to the Cape of Good Hope, where we

staid only to take in fresh water. On the

l0th of April, l7l0, we arrived safe at

Amsterdam, having lost only three men

ysickness in the voyage, and a fourth,

who fell from the foremast into the_sea,

not far from the coast of Gu_inea

rom Amsterdam I soon afler set sail for

gland, in a. small vessel belonging to

that city. . _

On the l6th of April we put iH at the

Downs. I landed next morning, and sW"

once more my native country, after an

ence of five years and six months com

plete. I went straight to Rednfl" where I

arrived the same day at two in the after

noon, and found my wife and family in

good health.
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VOYAGE

\

TO THE CoUNTRY oF .

THE ‘ HOUYHNHNMS.

PART Iv.

CHAPTER I.

The Author sets out as captain of a shiP

His men conspire against him, wnfifw

him a long time to his cabin, and sd M"

on shore in an unknown land. He trawl.*

up into the country. The Yahoos, 0

strange sort of animal, described. The

Author meets two Houyimlmms.

I _coN'nNu-.:0 at home with my wife and

children about five months, in a very hs?

I1y condition, if I could have learned the

esson ofknowing when I was well. I lefi

my poor wife big with child, and accepted

an_ advantageous ofibr made me to be cap

tain of the Adventure, a stout merchant

gl1an of350 tons: for I understood naviga

iou well, and being grown weary of a

,...»-..-'-1v--1_.gg1‘,ym.-2
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surgeon’s employment at sea, which, how. .

e'er, I could exercise upon occasion, I

took a skilful young man of that callmg,

one Robert Purefoy, into my ship. We

set sail from Portsmouth, upon the 7th day

of September, l710; on the l4th we met

with ca tain Pocock, of Bristol at Tene

riffe, w 0 was going to the l,5 of Cam_

Pechy to cut logwood. On the 16th, he

wss parted from us by a storm; I heard

since my return, that his ship foundered,

and none escaped but one cabin b . He

was an honest man, and a good sa _r,_ but

a little too positive in his own op_mions,

which was the cause of his destruction, a6

it has been with several others; for If he

had followed my advice, he might hav.e

been safe at home with his family at "iis

time, as well as myself.

l had several men died in my ship 05

calentures, so that I was forced to get re

_ gruits out of Barbadoes and the Leeward

slands, where I touched, by the direction

of the merchants whoemployedme ; wl11ch

I had soon too much cause to repent; for

I found afterwards, that most of them h‘ai1

been buccaneers.=|= I had fifty hands 1:3

board ; and my orders were, that I shou

trade with the Indians in the South.i5e;;

and make what discoveries I could. T lheed

rogues, whom I had picked uP, debauc

my other men, and they all formed a con. _

spiracy to seise the ship, and seill11é1r1e 1gig

which they did one mornmg, “I5 ‘ 3 d_

" Certain Pirates, that infested the \Vei1 In 1*5’
were so cal1ed,-.l.I.

VoL. ll. G
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.der the Spaniards, w

.‘do till they got more men.

and binding me hand and fo

my cabin,
throw me 0

threatening to
offered to stir. I told them_, 1, I

prisoner, and would submit.

made me swear to do, and

bound me, only fastening one of my

with a chain, near my bed,

sentry at my door with his piece
who was commanded to shoot me dead If

I attempted my liberty. They sent me

down victuals and drink, and took the

overrgmnt of the ship to themsel'es.

heir esign was to turn pirates and Pl11n

hich they could not

But first they

sell the goods in the ship, a11

Madagascar for recruits, several

having died since my confine

'_I‘hey sailed many weeks, a11

Indians; but I knew not

t a close
what course they took, being kep
prisoner in my cabin, ting 9o‘

thing less than to be murd

ten threatened me.

Upon the 9th day of

Ja_mes Welch came down

said 1 he had orders from the ca

me ashore.’ I expostulated wit

in vain; neither would he so much

me who their new captain

forced me into the long.boat,

Put 0n my best suit of clothes, wh'

a_s good as new, and take
‘"ien, but no arms, except my hanger;

and they were,so civil as not to search my

ed what mo- L

._

resolved to
-.i

j’ .

May, l7l_l, 0ne

to my cabm, and

tain to set

him, but

as tell

pool<cts, into which I convey

_.‘.l.a-.,'‘,,’,..
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ney I had, with
some other little neces

saries. The
y rowed about a league, and

own on a strand. I desired

them to tell me what country it was. They

all swore, 1they knew no more than my

self;’but_said, 1 that the captain (as they

called him) was resolved, after they had

sold the ladin
g, to get rid ofme in the first

place where
they could discover land.1

They pushed ofl1immediately, advising me

to make haste for fear‘ of being overtaken

by the tide, and so bade me farewell.

In this desolate condition I advanced

f0}1;ward, and soon got upon firm gr01mdi '

w ere I sat down on a bank to rest myself,

and consider what I had best do. When I

was a little refreshed, I went up int0 the

country, resolving to deliver myself to the

first savages l should meet, and purchase

my life from them by some bracelets, 31ass

rings, and other toys, which sailors usually

provide themselves with in those voyages,

and whereof I had some about me. The

land was divided by long rows of trees2 n0t

regularly planted, but naturally growmii;l

there was great plenty of grass, and sevclia

fields ofoats. I walked very cn'cl.imsP9ct its

for fear of being surprised, 0!‘ sudden;

shot with an arrow from behind, Oroacé

either side. I fell into a bea.cn rfeet,

where I saw many tracts of human At,

and some of cows, but ipost of h01g§fa and

last I beheld several animals in.a in t’,.ees_

one or two of the same l*.m_d s1tllmg and de_

heir shape was very_ shig“ “ed me so

formed, which a little 2discomP0$ '



' others lank, they

and a long ridge of hair
and the fore parts of their legs and feet;

vered with a thick

but the rest of their

that I might see their skins,

ea brown buff colour.

nor any hair at all

cept about the anusnature had placed there to defend them, as

they sat on the ground ; for this postuf

they used, as well as

ten stood on their hind feet.

high trees as nimbly a '

had strong extended

more than a sort of

their bodies, except

pudenda. The dugsfore feet, and often reached almost to the

ground as they walked.

sexes was of several

blank, and yellow.never beheld, in all my travels, so disagre8

fable an animal, or one against w ic

u‘al_l,_‘...-%‘1vGd so strong an antipw

\

on their buttocks, EX

, terminating in sharp .po
hooked. They would often spring,_§fld

bound, and leap, with prodigious agility

The females were not so large _
males; they had long lank hair on their

head, but none on their faces,

 

; which, I presume,

lying down, and 0

claws before and be

ints, and

as the

nor any thing

down on the rest

about the anus 6li_1 ‘

hung between their

The hair of both

colours brown, red,

Upon the whole, I

h hlna

'

4---cl

‘..

‘,.‘

>

.

‘

..._.._.s'..'.1--,,r;r.—.-,_'§‘';,:},54‘'.?-_;f;§
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so that thinking I had seen enough, full of

contempt and
aversion, I got up, and pur

sued the beatenroad, hoping it might di

‘rect me to the cabin of some Indian. I

had not got far, when I met one of these

creatures full in my way, and coming up

directly to me. The ugly monster, when

he saw me, distorted several ways every

feature of his visage, and ,5 ed, as at an

object he had never seenfiie ore; then ap

proaching nearer, lifted up his fore.paw.

whether out of curiosity or mischief I

could not tell; but I drew my hanger, and

gave him a good blow with the flat side of

it, for I durst not strike with the edge:

fearing the inhabitants might be pr0v0k<1d

agaiust me, if they should come to know

that l had killed or maimed any of Uieir

cattle. When the beast felt the smart, he

drew back, and roared so loud, that a herd

of at least forty came flocking about _lno

from the next field, howling and making

odious faces; but I ran to the body 0f a

tree, and leaning my back against it, kel2i

them off by waving my hau3er. Sevo"‘l

of this cursed brood, getting h0“ of the

branches behind, leaped up into the ire?,

whence they began to discharge their eh1;

crements on my head : however, I escapzf

pretty well by sticking close to the sgilf1we

the tree, but was almost stifled w‘ .de

filth, which fell about me on everybssleréed

In the midst of this d1stress9 (%Eo as fast

them all to run away on a sud Yiured to

as they could; at which I veilad won

leave the tree and pGu§sue the to ,
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‘first in a very

dering what it was that could put them

into this fright. lE“

hand, I saw a horse walking softly I3 the

field; which my persecutors having s_00n

er discovered, was thecause of th '

The horse started

near me, _looked full in my face with mamfest tg.s

kens of won%r. He viewed _
and feet, walki g round me several times.

I would have pursued my journey, but he

placed himself directly in the way, yet

ooking with a very mild aspect, never _0f

fering the least violence. Westo0d'gsZing

at each other for some time; at last I t00_k

the boldness to reach hand towards his

neck with a design to stroke it, using the

common style and whistle ofjockeys, when

they are going to handle a strange horse.

But this animal seemed to receive my

.civilities with disdain, shook his h _ ,_ ht:

bent his brows, softly raising up his rig

fore.foot to remove my hand. _
neighcd three or four times, but in so dif

ferent a cadence, that I almost began f0

think he was speaking to himself, in Wme

lal{§‘a_%e of his own.
hi e he and I were thus employed sn

other horse came up ; who applying himself 1

formal manner, they gently

struck each other’s right hoof before, neigh

mg several times by turns, and varyingthe

sound, which seemed to be almost arti

culate. They went some paces off, 8s if it

Were to confer together, walking side by

side, backward and forward, like persons

-,--

.._._...._.r-.’§c-'.E—,_'_1_g‘;—‘:1'§'§
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deliberating upon some affair of weight. .

hut often turning their eyes towards me, as

it were to watch
that I might not escape.

h was ama1ed to see such actions and be

aviour in brute beasts; and concluded

with myself, that if the inhabitants of this

country were endued with a proportionable

degree of reason, they must needs be the

w1sest people upon earth. This thought

gave me so much comfort, that I resolved

to go forward, until I could discover some

house or village, or meet with any of the

natives, leaving the two horses to discourse

together as they pleased. But the first,

who was a dapple gray, observing me_t0

steal off, neighed after me in so expressive

a tone, that I fancied myself to understand‘

what he meant ; whereupon I turned back,

and came near to him to expect his farther

commands; but concealing my fear as

much as l could; for I began to be m

some pain how this adventure might _ter

minate; and the reader will easily bel1eve

l did not much like my persent situation

The two horses came up close to me,

looking with great earnestness upon my

face and hands. The gray steed rubbed

my hat all round with his right fore.hoof,

and discomposed it so much, tii?-t ‘l ua?

forced to adjust it better by l-akmg 31, om’,

and settling it again; whereat, l3o bay)

and his companion (who was a broI_111énlauer

appeared to be much surprised 1ding it to

felt the lappet of my coat, and 1in l00ke5

hang loose about me theyiibgtmked m‘,

with new signs of w<()_in4er. 9 '

'

'
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0 admire the softness
right hand, seeming t

ueesed it so hard
and colour; but he s
between his hoof and is pastern, that I

was forced to roar; after which they both

touched me with all possible tenderness

They were under great perplexity abou

my shoes and stockings, which they felt

very often, neighing to each other, and

using various gestures, not unlike those of

a hilosopher, when he would attempt to

so ve some new and difiicult phenomenon.

Upon the whole, the behaviour of these

animals was so orderly and rational, so

acute and judicious, that I at last <:0 .

cluded they must needs be magiciaus, who

had thus metamorphosed themselves upon

some design, and seeing a stranger in the

way, resolved to divert themselves with

him; 0r, perhaps, were really amased at

the sight of a man so very different in ha

bit, feature, and complexion, from those

who might probably live in so remote s

climate. Upon the strength of this reason

mg,_ I ventured to address them in the fol

lowing manner: 1 Gentlemen, if you be

conjurers, as I have good cause to believe, '

you can understand my language_ there

fore I make bold to let your worshi s

know th_at l am a poor distressed Englisll

ma", driven by his misfortunes upon your

c!1$st; and I_entreat one of you to let me

lr]‘m_os upon his back, as if he were a real

be reel} to same house or village wherel can

wm mg}? . In return of which favour, I ._.

bmcelet f.‘ you a present of this knife and

1 taking them out of my pocket.
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The two creatures stood silent while I

spoke, seeming to listen with great atten

tion, and when I had ended, they neighed

frequently towards each other, as if they

were engaged in serious conversation. I

plainly observed that their language ex

pressed the‘ passions very well, and the

words might, with little pains, be resolved

into an alphabet more easily than the

Chinese.

Icould frequently distinguish the word

Yahoo, which was repeated by each of

them several times: and although it was

impossible for me'to conjecture what it

meant, yet while the two horses were busy

in conversation, I endeavoured to practise

this word upon my tongue ;‘ and as soon

as they were silent, I boldly pronounced

Yahoo in a loud voice, imitating at _the

same time, as near as I could, the neigh

ing of a horse; at which they were both

visibly surprised; and the gray repeated

the same word twice, as if he meant t0

teach methe right accent; wherein l sPoko

after him as well as I could, and found

myself perceivably to improve every time,

though very far from any degree 0f_Per

fection. Then the hay tried me with s

second word, much harder to be_ Prouo‘}1in'

ced ; but reducing it to the English ort 0

graphy, may be spelt thus, H0"!/7z‘" "5i72

I did not succeed in this so well as Hither

former; but after two or three farboth

trials, I had better fortune; they

appeared ama1e at my cf1pa ' .

After some further discourse, which I
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me_kindly.

go 1'i first‘; it was a large room with a

..

then conjectured might relate to me, the

two friends took their leaves, with the

same compliment of striking each other’s

hoof ; and the gray made me sigus that I

should walk before him ; wherein I‘ thought

it prudent to comply, till I could find s

better director. When I offered to slack

en my pace, he would cry /:/mun bhf1wl.‘

I guessed his meaning and gave him t0

understand, as well as f could, 1that I Was

weary, and not able to walk faster ;’ uli0n

which he would stand awhile to let Ine

rest.

.

__

CHAPTER II.

The Author conducted a Houylmlmm 10

leis house. The house described. 7728 A1l

thor’s reception. The food of the Ho1ly

hnlmms. The Author in distressfor wr0a

of meat. Is at last relieved. His mdn11ff

of feeding in this country.

I.Iwmo travelled about three miles, we

came to a long kind of building, made of

timber stuck in the ground, and. waltled

across; the roof was low, and covered

with straw. I now began to be a little

comforted ; and took out some toys, which

travellers usually carry for presents to the

savage_ Indians of America, and other

parts, "i h0pe8 the people of the house

would be thereb encouraged to receive

The orse made me a sign t0

'
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smooth clay floor,

extending the w

There were three nags and two mares, not

eating, but some of them sitting down up

on their hams, which I very much won

and a rack and manger,

hole length on one side

dercd at; but wondered more to see the

rest employed in domestic business ; these

seemed but ordinary cattle; however, this

confirmed my first opinion, that a people

who could so far civilise brute amm_als,

must needs excel in wisdom all the nations

of the world. The gray came in just after,

and thereby prevented any ill treatment

which the others might have given _me

e neighed to them several tnnes in ii

style of authority, and received answers.

Beyond this room there were three

others, reaching the length of the house,

to which you passed through three doors,

opposite to each other, in the manner of a

vista; we went through the second rooni

towards the third. Here the gray walked

in first, beckoning me to attend : I waite

in the second room, and got ready my 93o‘

sents for the master and mistress of t 1e

house; they were two knives, thrfie Di13“:

lets of false pearls, a small l0oklug‘.gand a bead necklace. The horse nei ear

three or four times, and I waited tobut l

some answers in a human \_’0ic1‘i‘i,e same

heard no other returns than !nti; Emmet.

dialect, only one or two a litt this house

than his. I began to thmk thi} feat note

must belong to some person oagpeared so

among them, because there k-; gain ad_

much ceremony before l <i0u
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mittance. But, that a man of qualitl!

should be served all by horses, was beyond

my comprehension; I feared my bra)n

was disturbed by my sufferings and Hlls

fortiines: I roused myself, and looked

about me in the room where I was le

alone: this was furnished like the first,

only after a more elegant manner. I rub

bed my eyes often, but the same obieclfi

still occurred. I pinched my arms and sides

to awake myself, hoping I mi ht be in s

dream. I then absolutely cone uded, that

all these appearances could be nothin

but necromancy and magic. But I ha no

time to pursue these reflectious ; f

gray horse came to the door, and m

me a sign to follow him into the t

room where I saw a very comely mare,

together with a colt and foal, sitting on

their haunches upon mats of straw, not iin

artfully made, and perfectly neat an

clean.'l‘he mare soon after my entrance r0se

from her mat, and coming up close, a 01'

‘ having nicely observed my hands and face,

gave me a most contemptuous look;

turning to the horse, I heard the word

Yahoo often repeated betwixt them ; the

meaning of which word I could not then

comprehend, although it was the first I

had learned to pronounce ; but I was s00?

better informed, to my everlasting morti

fi<_>atiori_; for the horse, beckoning to me

with his head, and repeating the /2l_nmlh

hhwm, as he did upon the road, which l

understood was to attend him, led me 0nti
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mto a kind of court, where was another

building, at some distance from the house.

Here we entered, and I saw three of those

detestable creatures, which I first met

after my landing, feeding upon roots, and

the flesh of some animals, .which I after

wards found to be that of asses and dogs,

and now and then a cow, dead by accident

or disease. They were all tied by the

neck with strong withes fastened to a

beam; they held their food between the

‘ claws of their fore feet, and tore it with

their teeth.

The master horse ordered a sorrel nag,

one of his servants, to untie the largest of

these animals, and take him into the

yard. The beast and I were brought close

together, and by our countenances dili

gently compared both by master and ser

vant, who thereupon repeated several

times the word Yahoo. My horror and

astonishment are not to be described, when

I observed in this abominable animal, a

perfect human figure: the face of it m.

deed was fiat and broad, the nose depressed,

the lips large, and the mouth wide ;. but

these differences are common to all savage

nations, where the lineaments of the coun

tenance are distorted, by the natives suf

fering their infants to lie grovelling on the

earth, or by carrying them on their backs,

nu11ling with their face sB‘amst the

_mothers‘ shoulders. The fore.foot of the

Yahoo diff red l‘ om my hands in nothing

else but this length of the nails, the coar$:

ness and brownness of the palms, and 3
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hairiness on the backs. There was the

same resemblance between our feet, with

the same differences; which I knew veil’

well, though the horses did not, because 05

my shoes and stockings; the same in every

part of our bodies except as to hairiness

and colour, which I have already described

The great difliculty that seemed to st1ek

with the two horses, was to see the rest of

my body so very different from that of a

Yahoo, _for which l was obliged to 1n)’

clothes, wherof they had no conception

The sorrel nag offered me a root, which he

held (after their manner, as we shall de,

scribe in its proper place) between his h00l"

and pastern ; I took it in my hand, and,

having smelt it, returned it to him agam

as civilly as I could. He brought out of

the Yahoos’ kennel a piece of ass’s flesh, bnl

it_smelt so offensively ed from it

with loathing : he then threw it to

Yahoo, by whom it was greedily .

He afterwards showed me a wisp of hay,

and a fetlock full of oats ; but I shook my

head, to signify that neither of these were

food for me. And indeed I now appr .

bended that I must absolutely starve, i I

did net get to‘ some ofmy own species; l'0r

iis to those filthy Yahoos, although there

were few greater lovers of mankind at that

tune "ian ml/self, yet I confess I never

saw any sensitive being so detestable on all

taggo'.n1ts ; and the more I came near them

ed ii11i1gge hateful they grew’ while l stay.

observesu cnnntry. This the master horse

Dy 1'iiy behaviour, and therefore
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sent the Yahoo back to his kennel. He

then put his fore.hoof to his mouth, at

which l was much surprised, although he

did it with ease, and with a,motion that

appeared perfectly natural; and made

other signs, to know what I would eat;

but I could not return him such an answer

as he was able to apprehend; and if he

had understood me, I did not see ‘how it

was possible to contrive any way for find

ing myself nourishment. While we were

,h0s engaged, I observed a cow assing by,

whereupon I pointed to her, an expressed

adesire to 0 and milk her. This had its

effect ; for e led me back into the house,

and ordered a mare.servant to open _a

room, where a good store of milk lay m

earthen and wooden vessels, after a very

orderly and cleanly manner. She gave me

a large bowlful, of which I drank very

heartily, and found myself well refreshed.

About noon, I saw coming towards the

house a kind of vehicle drawn like a sledge

by four Yahoos. ‘There was in it an old

steed, who seemed to be of quality; he

alighted with his hind.feet forward, hav

ing by accident got a hurt in his left fore

foot. He eame to dine with our _h9i_'se,

who received him with great civility.

They dined in the best room, and had oats

. boiled in milk for the second course, which

the old horse eat warm, but the rest czlhdé

Their mangers were placed circul_ar infle

middle of the room, and di_vided l¥“o:t on

ral Partitions, round which the)’ 3 In

their haunehes, upon bosses of stra -
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.discourse passed betw

the middle was a large rack, with angles

answering to every partition of the mari

ger; so that each horse and mare eat their

own hay, and their own mash of oats and

milk, with much decency and regularity.

The behaviour of the young colt and foal

of the
appeared very modest, and that

master and mistress extremely clieerh1l

and complaisant to their guest. The gray

ordered me to stand _
een him and his

friend concerning me, as I found by the

' e and the
stranger’s often looking on m

frequent repetition of the word Yahoo. _

I happened to wear my gloves, which

the master gray

plexed, discovering signs of

had done to my fore.feet :
three or four times to them, as if he would

signify, that I should reduce them to their

former shape, which I presently did,

ing off both my gloves, and putting them

' ' ' ed farther

by him; and much. _.

he put his hoof '

talk, and I saw the company was p
found‘ '

with my behaviour, whereof I soon

the good effects. I was ordered to sp

the few words I understood; and while

they were at dinner, the master taught me

the names for oats, milk, fire, water, and

some others; which I could readily pro

nounce after him, having from my youth

a eat facility in learning languages.

Vhen dmner was done, the master horse

3ol5 me aside, and bysigns and won 3

methe me understand the concern he wss

at I had nothing to eat. Oats in their
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though I had refused them at first, yet,

nPon second thoughts, I considered that I

could contrive to make of them a kind of

b_ h might be sufiicient, with

milk, to keep me alive, till I could make

my escapeto some other count , and to

creatures of my own species. ' he horse

ts bring me a good uantity

_ 0? oats in a sort or wooden tray. hose l

heated before the fire, as well as I could,

and rubbed them till the husks came ofl‘,

W0hi_ch_ I made a shift to winnow from the

gram‘: I ground and beat them between

two stones, then took water, and made

‘ them 'into a paste or cake, which I toasted

at the fire, and cat warm with milk. It

was at first a very insipid diet, though com

mon enough in many parts of Europe, but‘

grew tolerable by time; and having been

often reduced to hard fare in my life, this

was not the first experiment I had made

how easily nature is satisfied. And I can

not but observe, that I never had one

hour’s sickness while I stayed in this is

land. It is true, I sometimes made a shi3

to catch a rabbit, or bird, by springefl made

of Yah0o’s hairs; and I often gfllbéfred

wholesome herbs, which I boiled, and eat

as salads with my bread; a1i_d n0“ and

then, fora rarity I made a little butter,

and drank the whey. I was at first at a

great loss for salt, but custom soon recon

ciled me to the want of it; and I am con

VoL. II. H
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use of salt amo}18'

first in
' .. d sus is an effect of luxury, an _1\:v: to dflpk,_

flesh in long voyages, or in p

from great markets ;

animal to be fond of itbut man,

possible that I coulthree years in such a country, and among

such inhabitants. fi ‘
When it grew towards evening, the mai

ter horse ordered a place_ for me to l06g?’
in ; it was but six yards from the house,

and sefaarated from the stable of theYalw08

Here got some straw, and covering my

self with my own clothes, slept very souud'

But I was in a short time betteraccomm0

dated, as the reader shall know here3flera

when I come to treat more particularly

about my way of living. ,



THE HOUYHNH'NMS‘.' . ll5

CHAPTER III.

I_7te Author studies to learn the language.

he _H0uyh"/mm, his master, assists in

rteach1ng him. The language described.

_. Several Houylmlmms of ‘uality come out

of_‘ curiosity to see the uthor. He gives‘

‘ his master a short account ofhis voyage.

MY principal endeavour was to learn the

language, which my master (for so I shall’

henceforth call him), and his children,

a_nd every servant of his house, were de.

sirous to teach me; for they looked upon

il_ ss a prodigy, that a brute animal should

discover such marks of a rational creature.

l Pomted to every thing, and inquired the

f1ame of it which I wrote down in my.

Journal.bool< when I was alone, and cor

rected my bad accent, by desiring those of

the family to pronounce it often. In this

cml1loyment, a sorrel nag, one of the un.'

der.servants, was very_readyto assist me.

In speaking, they pronounced through.

the nose and throat; and their language

approaches nearest to the High.Dutch, Q‘1

German, of _any‘I know in Europe; but is

much more graceful and significant. The

emperor Charles V. made almost the same

observation,,when he said, 1 that if: he uIere

to speak to his horse, it should be li’1 High;

Dutch.’ The curiosity and impationoe o

my master were so great, thfu he spent

I_n_any‘hours of his_I1§igure to i‘nstrnct me:
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He was convinced (as he afterwards told

me) that I must be a Yahoo; but my

teachableness, civility, and cleanliness, as'

tonished him; which were qualities alto

gether opposite to those animals.
most perplexed about my clothes, reason

ing sometimes with himself, whether they

were a part ofmy body; for I never pulled

them off till the family were asleep, and

on before they waked m the

got themmorning. My master was eager_ to learn

1whence came; how I a quired thote

from my own mouth, which be h

should soon do, by the great proficiency _I

made in learning and pronouncing Uiei'

words and sentences.’ To help my memory,

I formed all I learned into the En _
phabet, and writ the words down, with the

translations. This last, after some t11ne1

I ventured to do in my master’s presence

It cost me much trouble

him what I was doing;

tants have not the least id

literature.In about ten weeks time, I was abletn

understand most of his questions : and in

three months, could give him some tolera

ble answers. He was extremely curious

to know 1 from what part of the country l

came, and how I was taught to imitate a

{ai.’.ional creature; because the ‘

hwhom he saw I exactly resembled in 111y

mend, hands, and face, that were only visi

el' with some appearance of cunning,

_.

%_,,.‘,.r’1¢=.o§'1=
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'

and the stron est disposition to mischief,

were observed to be the most unteachable

of all brutes.’ I answered, 1that I came

over the sea from a far place, with many

others of my own kind, in a great hollow

vessel made ofthe bodies of trees :'that my

companions forced me to land on this coast,

and then left me to shift for myself.’ It

was with some difliculty, and by the help of

many signs, that I brought him to under

stand me. He replied, that I must needs

be mistaken, or that I said the thing which

was not ;’ for they have no word in their

language to express lying or falsehood

1_He knew it was impossible that there

could be a country beyond the sea, or that

aparcel of brutes could move a wooden

vessel whither they pleased upon water

He was sure no Houylm.imm alive could

make such a vessel, nor would trust Yahoo:

to manage it.’

. The word Houylmlmm, in their tongue,

signifies a horse, and, in its etymology, 1/l8

fection of nature. I told my master,

that I was at a loss for expression, but

would improve as fast as I could; and

hoped, in a short time, I should be able to

tell him wonders.’ He was pleased to di

.rect his own mare, his colt, and foal, and

the servants of the family, to take all op

portunities of instructing me; and every

day, for two or three hours, he was at th6

same pains himself : several horses and

mares of uality in the rieighbourhcod'
came oftenqto our house, upon the repolr;

spi_'ead of 1 a w0ndlt_?1rg.1l Yahoo, that cou
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speak _like a Houylmlmni, and seemed, in

0 discover some
'h' <is d t‘ tis wor an ac ions, These dehgmd

glimmerings of reason.’ ‘
'they. put man _ +

to converse with me;
questions, and received such answers as

was able to return. By all these advs{i

tages I made.so great a ‘progress, that, i"

five months from my arrival, I under810°d

'.whatever was spoken, and could express

myself tolerably well. , ' , _ _ '
The Houylmhmhs, who came to visit Pi?

master out of a design ofseeing and talkinfl

with me, could hardly believe me t0 a

right Yahoo, because my body had a dl_l’t‘e

rent covering from others ' of ‘my k1_nd

me with. ,
They were astonished to observe

out the usual hair or skin, excent on my

but I discovered
head, face,‘ and hands;
that secret to my master upon an acc1

dent which. happened about a fortnight be

fore. ‘
' _I have already told the reader, that every.A

night, when the family were gone to ,

it was my custom to strip, and cover my

happened one
self with my clothes: it
.morning early,.‘ that my master sent for me

by the sorrel .nag, who was his valet;

when he came I was fast asleep, ITIy

clothes fallen ofl1on one side, and my shirt

above my waist. .. I awaked at the noise he

{nflde,_ and observed him‘ to..deliver his mes

sage i11 some disorder; after which he

.went to my master, and in a great fright

ggvfi him a very confused account of what

for r_a1l_seen: this l presently discovered,

, Bol1igas soon as I was dressed to.P8y
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.my attendance upon his honour, he asked

me 1the meaning of what his servant had

Ieported, .that I was not the same thing

when I slept, as I appeared to be at other

times ; that his valet assured him, some

part of me was white, some yellow, at least

not so white, and some brown.’

I had hitherto concealed the secret of

my dress, in order to distinguish myself, as

much as possible, from that cursed race of

Yahoos; but now I found it in vain to do

.so any longer. Besides, I considered that

my clothes and shoes would soon wear out,

which already were in a declining condi. .

.tion, and must be supplied by some contri

vance from the hides of Yahoos, or other

brutes; whereby the whole secret would

be known. I therefore told my master,

1that in the country whence I came, those

_ of my kind always co'ered their bodies

with the hairs of certain animals prepared

by art, as well for decency as to avoid the

inclemcncies of air, both hot and cold ;_ of

which, as to my own person, I would gi"1

.him immediate conviction, if be pleased t0

command me: only desiring his excuse, if

I did not expose those arts thatnatu_re

ta1ight us to conceal.’ e said, 1 my .d1s'

course was all ve' strange, but espec1any

the last part; for e could not understandi

why nature should teach us *9 co1luEoa

what nature had given ; that neither 111:;

self nor family were ashamed of an? ,i’? do

of their bodies - but,.however, I l:iigumm

as l‘ Pleased.’ h?Vhefi!12Pon l firs u

_. .
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toned my coat, and pulled it oflf I did the

same with my _waistcoat. I drew off my

shoes, stockings, and breeches. I let my

shirt down to my waist, and drew up the

bottom, fastening it like a girdle about my

middle, to hide my nakedness.

My master observed the whole perform

ance with great signs of curiosity and ad

miration. He took up all my clothes 1n

his pastern, one piece after another, and

examined them diligently ; he then stroked

my body very gently, and looked round me

several times ; after which,’ he said, it was

plain I must be a pe fect Yahoo ; but that

I differed very muc from the rest of my

species, in the softness, whiteness, and

smoothness of my skin; my want of hair

the shape and
in several parts ofmy body;

shortness ofmy claws behind and before;

and my affectation of walking continuall?

on my two hinder feet. He desired t0

see no more; and gave me leave to put_0n

my!/dclothes again, for I was shudderingwith

co ‘ ’
I..expressed my uneasiness at his givi11l

me so often the appellation of Yahoo, an

odious animal, for which I had so utter

hatred and contempt: I begged he would

forbear applying that word to me, and

make the same order in his family snil

among his friends whom he suffered to se8

me. l re uested likewise, 1that the se

cret of rPy aving a false covering to my

gflyafiggaht beI known to none bult l}iii_m

» s as ong as my resent 0 0t mg

would last; for, as to wha?the sorrel nag:

s .
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' his valet, had observed, his honour might

command him to conceal it.’ .

All this my master very graciously con

sented to, and thus the secret was ke t till

my clothes began to wear out, which was

forced to supply by several contrivances

that shall hereafter be mentioned. ]n the

mean time, he desired 1 I would go on with

my utmost diligence to learn their lan

guage, because he was more astonished

at my capacity for speech and reason,

than at the figure of my body, whether

it were covered or not ;’ adding, 1that he

waited with some impatience to hear the

wonders which I promised to tell him.’

‘ henceforward he doubled the pains he

had been at to instruct me : he broughtme

into all compan , and made them treat me

with civili ; because,’ as he told them

privately, 1this would put me into good

humour, and make me more diverting.'_

Every day, when I waited on him, beside

the trouble he was at in teaching, _he

would ask me several questions concerning

myself, which I answered as well as l

could, and by these means he had already

received some general ideas, thongh very

imperfect. It would be tedious to relate the

several steps by which l advanced to a

more regular conversation; but the firs;

account I gave of myself in any order an

lee%hla‘t?:lsc‘:)n32nt§r:));1iirp:s$éfy far coum.ry’

ss I already had attempted to tell lg11e1sl1f

with about fifty more of my ou".1 specMai

that we travelled upon the seas lli a g-~
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J

hollow vessel made of‘wood, and larger Ui3"

I described the shill

his honour’s house.
to him in the best terms I could, .and 8}’

plained, by the help of my handlielflll"-‘f

displayed, how it wasdriven forwar

the wind. That upon a quarrel among us,

I was set onshore on this _where _I

walked .‘forward, without knowing whi

from the perit
ther, till he delivered me
cution , of those execrable Yah008.’ HP

asked me, 1.who made the ship, and how it

was possible that the How hnlmms of my

country would leave it to t e management

-P

of brntes ?’ M answer was,
roceed no furt er .in my relation, nnle5s

e would give me his word and hon011r

that he would not be offended, and then I

would tell him the wonders I had so often

promised.’ He agreed; and Iwenton b?

assuring him, that the ship was made by

creatures like myself; ‘who, in all the coun

.tries I had travelled, as well as in my own,

were the only governing ration '

and that upon my arrival hither,
much astonished to see the Houyhnlmflfs

act like rational beings, as he, or h1i

friends, could be, in finding some marke of

reason in a creature he was pleased to 0s"

a Yfllwo; to which I owned my re6em

blance in .every part, but c0u|d not account

for their degenerate and ’ I

said farther, 1that if good fortune eve'

festored me to my native country, to fe

eafe my travels hither, as I resolved to d0,

‘ ery l30dy would believe,
. that I said the

um1? that was not, that I invented the

1that I durst .
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‘story out ofmy own head; and (with all

possible res t to himself, his family, andfriends, andleifnder his promise ofnot being

oflended) our countrymen would hardly

think it probable that a Houylmlmm should

be the presiding creature of a nation, and s

Yahoo the brute.’

v . \ _

_

CHAPTER IV.

The Houyhnlmm"s, notion of truth and

' falsehood. The' Author’s discourse cits

appro0ed by his master. The Author gives

a more particular account of himself9 and

the accidents of his voyage. _

Mi‘ master neard me with great appear

, ances of‘uneasiness in .his countenance ;

because doubting, or not believing, are_s0

‘little known in.this country, that the m

habitants cannot tell how to behave them

selves under such circumstances:‘_snd I

remember, in frequent discourses with my

master concerning the nature of manhood

in otherparts of the world, having oc_casio.n

to talk of lying and false representation, it

rwas with much difliculty that he c0mpro&

hended what I meant, although he ha

.otherwise a most acute judgmeim For he

argued thus: 1that theuse of speed1 was

to make us understand one another, i1tl1igg

receive information of facts; no;‘l'1’eseenés

_ onesaid thething which.was no‘,

'1
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were defeated, because I cannot properly

be saidto understand him ; and I am so far

from receiving information, that he leayg

me worse than in ignorance, for I_ am _

to believe a thing black, when it is white,

and short, ‘when it is long.’ And these 1

were all the notions he had concerning that

faculty of lying, so perfectly well under

stood, and so universally prac

human creatures.
To return from this digression. V5

tised, amonfl _

asserted that the Yahoos were the only 30

verning animals in my country, which my

master said was altogether past his conceP

tion, he desired to know, 1 whether we '

had Houylmlmms among us, and what was

their employment?’ I told him, 1 we had

great numbers ; that in summer thel

grased in the fields, and in winter were

kept in houses with hay and _
Yahoo servants were employed to rub thei'

skins smooth, comb their manes, pick the}'

feet, serve them with food, and makethe"

beds.’ 1 I understand you well,’ said my

master: 1 it is now very plain, from all yon

have s oken, that whatever share of reason

the ahoos pretend to, the H0143//mllfims

are your masters; I heartily wish 0H'

I begged
1Yaj1oos would be so tractable.’
his honour would please to excuse Ine

f1'0m proceeding any further, because I

was very certain that the account

pected from me would be highiy displeas

in3.’ But he insisted in commanding 1n

to let him know the best and the worst. I

told him 1 he should be obeyed.’ I owned
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1that the Houylmlmms among us, whom

we called horses, were the most generous

and comely animal we had ; that they ex

celled in strength and swiftness; and

when they belonged to persons of quality,

were employed in tra'elling, racing, or '

drawing chariots; they were treated with

much kindness and care, till they fell into

diseases, or became foundered in the feet;

but then they were sold, and used to all

kmd of drudgery till they died; after

which their skins were stripped, and sold

for what they were worth, and their bodies

left to be devoured by dogs and birds of

prey. But the common race of horses had

not so good fortune, being kept by farmers

and carriers, and other mean people, who

put them to greater labour, and fed them

worse.’. I described, as well as I could,

our way of riding; the shape and use of

a bridle, a saddle, a spur, and a, whip; of

harness and wheels. l added, 1that we

fastened plates of a certain hard substance,

called iron, at the bottom of. their feet, to

Preserve their hoofs from being broken by

the stony ways, on which we often tra

velled.’ “

My master, after some expressions of

great indignation, wondered 1 how we

§_ dared to venture upon a Haul/7‘"h"m""'

back ; for he was sure, that the weakest ser

vent in his house would be able to shal4e ()3

the strongest Yahoo ; or by lying down,

and rolling on his back, squeese the brute to

death.’ I answered 1 that our horses were

trained up, from three or four years old,

_.
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to.the several uses we intended them foi‘_;

that if any of them proved intolerably 'i

cious, they were employed for carriages;

that they were severely beaten,while_tbey.

were young, for any mischievous tricks:

that the males, designed for the common

use of riding or draught, were generally

castrated about two years after their birthi

to take down their spirits, and make thsm_

more tame and gentle; that they were in

deed sensible ofrewards and punishments;

but his honour would please to consider,that

they had not the least tincture of reas0ti;

any more than the Yahoo: in this counfl'Y

It put me to the pains of many circuni-

locutions, to give my master a right idea‘

of what I spoke; for their language <|0es

not abound in variety of words, because

their wants and passions are fewer than

among us. But it is impossible to oil

‘ press his noble resentment at our savage

treatment of the Houyh"imm race; P8it1

cularly after I had explained the mating!‘

0and use of castrating horses among ns; ‘

' klnd,‘hinder them from propagating their

and to renderrthem more servile. He

said, 1if it were possible there co d be

any country where Yahoo: alone were eii

dued with reason, they certainly mus

tlleg0vE_rnlng animal; because reas

tnne will always prevail against brutal

strength-_ But, considering t
our bodies, and especially of mine he

thought no creature of equal b11lk was

so ill.contrived for employing that reason

1Ii the 00n_imon ofiices of life ;’ whereupon

he frame of ..
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he desired to know ‘ whether those among

whom I lived resembled me or the Yahoo:

of his country. I assured him, that I was

as well shaped as most of my age; but the

younger, and the females, were much more

soft and tender, and the skins of the latter

generally as white as milk.’ He said, 1 I

dif'l‘ered'indeed.from other Yahoos, being

much more cleanly, and not altogether so

deformed; but, in point of real advan

tage, he thought I differed for the worse :

that my nails were of no use either to

my fore or hinder feet; as to my fore

feet, he could not properly call them by

that name, for he never observed me

to walk upon them; that they were too

' soft to bear the ground; that I gener

ally went with them uncovered; nei

ther .was the covering I sometimesrwore

on them of the same shape, or so strong as

that on’my' feet behind: that I could not

walk with any security, for if either ofmy

hinder feet slipped, I must inevitably fall.’

He then began to find fault with other

Parts of my body: 1the flatness of {Hy

face, the prominence of my nose, mme

eyes. placed directly in front, so that I

could not look on either side, .w11hm1t

turning my head: that I was not able to

feed myself, without lifting one of my

_fore.feett0 my mouth: and therefore na

ture had placed those joints to answer tbs1

necessity.‘ He knew not what cQn,l“. c

the use of those several clefta and divisions

in my feet behind; that these were to<}

s0ft to bear thehardness and sharPuess_ °
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made from the

that my whole

t heat and

stones, without a covering

skin ofsome other brute; _

body wanted ‘a fence agaius 6

cold, which I was forced to put on and 0_

every day, with tediousness and trouble_

and lastly, that he observed everyammal is

this country naturally to abhor the Yli7">o8'

whom the ' weaker avoided,

stronger drove from them. _

posilnig us tohhave the gift ofbgeflignéutg

cou not see ow it were p0ss1 e

that natural antipathy, which every crei*

ture discovered against us; nor couse

uently how we could tame

t em segvicgagle. glowe-éfr, h

as iesai , e atet e ma er no

because he was more desirous to

own story,’ the country where I was

and the several actions and events of m?

life, before I came hither.’ . ' _ 1 '
I assured him, 1 how extremely desirol1i

I was that he should be satisfied on ever_y

point; but I doubted much, whether it

would be possible for me to explain myself

on several subjects, whereof his h0n0u'

could have no conception; beca
nothing in his country to which I could

resemble them: that, however I would

d0 my best, and strive to express myself

by similitudes, humbly desiring his sssi$

ance when I wanted proper words ;’ which

he was pleased to promise me. ‘
_ I said, 1 my birth was of honest parents,

In an island called England . which wss

remote from his country, as,many days’

loui'ney as the strongest of his honour’:

.*--.‘ii-'

,_....,...-......¢..I:‘
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servants could travel in the annual course

of the sun: that I was bred a sur eon,

_whose trade it is to cure wounds and urts

In the body,_gotten by accident or violence;

that my country was governed by a female

Pian, whom we called queen; that I left

it to get riches, whereby I might maintain

myself and family, when I should return ;

that, in my last voyage, I was commander

of the ship, and had about fifty. Yahoo: un

der me, many of which died at sea, and I

to supply them by others picked

out from several nations; that our ship

was twice in danger of being sunk, the

first time by a great storm, and the second

by sfiflking a ainst a rock.’ Here my mas

ter mterpose , by asking me, 1 how I could

Pfirsuade strangers, out of different coun

tries, to venture with me, after the losses

had sustained, and the hasards I had

run.’ I said, 1 they were fellows of des

Perate fortunes, forced to fly from_ the

Places of their birth on account of their p0

verty or their crimes. Some were undone

by_ lawsuits; others spent all they had In

drmking, whoring, and gaming; others

flsfl for treason; many for murder, theft,

_P0isoning, robbery, perjury, forgery, c0"i

mg false money, for committing raw, 0r

sodomy; for flying from their colours, 0?

deserting to the enemy; and most of them

ad broken prison ; none of these durst re

t1irn to their native C011utries, f°i' fear oé

being hanged, or of starving in a Jan} an t

therefore they were under the necesslty o

seeking a livelihood in other places.

VoL. II. I



the use or necessityof pracIls1ng'

vices. To clear up which I endeavour
Dto give some ideas of the desire of power

and riches; of the terrible eflects of lush

11itemperance, malice, and envy. :‘ All thls_

I was forced 'to define and describe by Put‘

ting cases and making suppositions.:‘ All"

which, like one whose imagination w8!

struck with something never seen or heard’

of before, he would lift up‘ his.eyes withi

' ' ation. Power, 30.‘

able, to give my master any conception of‘

what I meant. ' 1understanding, much improved by contem

plation and converse, he at ast arrived at

a competent knowled e of what humaw

nature, m our parts of t e world, '
to Perform; and desired I would give him_

hichi
some particular account of that land w

we call Europe, but especially of my own

country.

-_._.,.-¢=:¢,.,..-g.-.‘,.m.,',_,,.',1,}‘§_
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The /luthor,<1'this master’s commands, in,'‘

forms him of the state of England. The

causes of war amonfiethe princes qf Eu

rope. The Author gins to esyalain the

English constitulion.

THE’ reader may please to observe, that _

_e_following extract of many conversations

had with mymaster, contains a summary

of the most material points,‘ which were

'scoursed at several times for above two‘

years; his honour often desiring fuller sa

tisfaction, as I farther improved in the

Houylmlmm tongue. I laid before him, as

well as I could, the wholestate of Europe;

I discoursed of trade and manufactures, of

arts and sciences ; and the answers I gave

to all the questions he made, as they arose

upon several subjects, were a fund of con

versation not to be exhausted. But I shall

here only set down the substance of what‘

P_8ssed between us concerning my own

country, reducing it in order as well as I

oan, without any regard to time or other

circumstances, while l strictly adhere t0

lruth. My only concern'is, that I shall

hardly be able to do justice to m master a .

arguments and expressions, w ich_ must

needs suffer by my want of 03pacity, as‘

well as by a translation into our barbarous

English. , '

In obedience therefore to his honourn

gcommands, I related to him the revoluti'ofl

under the prince of ghéangei the “mg ‘



l32 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS. _.

with France, entered into by the said

prince, and renewed by his successor, the

queen; wherein .the gfefl 9s;

‘ cities takeh, and five times

’ Jaurnt or sunk.’
He asked me‘ 1what wer

9
causes ormotives that made one countécyl

go to war with another. .
they were innumerable; but I should on

ly mention a few of the chief. Sometimes

the ambition of princes, who never think

they have land or people enou

ters, who engage their m '
order to stifle or divert the clamour 0 _

Subjects against their evil administratio’

Difference in opinions has cost many l:1‘;

lions of lives; for instance, w
h . wh tlier the

gray; and whether it should be

short, narrow or wide, dirty or l
many more.§ Neither are any ware so

' 'r b .. .

3 1l_‘[1'€s'i1f1u z1zgotsigtlofiz-H. {Church music. lid

,i; 0° 0'" 8" makeof sacred 'estmentt a11

mm"6"" 01' P0Pi8h ecclesiastics.
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furious and bloody, or of so long a conti

nuance, as those occasioned by difference

1n opinion, especially if it be in things in

different. -

‘ 1 Sometimes the quarrel between two

princes is to decide which of them shall

dispossess a third of his dominions, where

neither of them pretend to any right:

sometimes one prince quarrels with an

other, for fear the other should quarrel

with him: sometimes a war is entered up

‘ oH, because the enemy is too strong; and

sometimes, because he is too weak: some

times our neighbours want the things

which we have, or have the thin which\

we want, and we both fight, till t ey_tak_e

ours, or give us theirs; It is a very jum

fiable cause ofa war, to invade a country

after the people have been wasted by_fa

mine, destroyed by estilence, or embroiled

by factions among t emselves. It is Just1

fiable to enter into war against our near

est ally, when one of his towns lies conve

nient for us, or a territory of land, that

would render our dominions round and

, compact. If a prince sends forces into a

nation .where the people are poor and ig

norant’, he may lawfully put half of them

‘to death and make slaves of the rest, in or'

der to civilise and reduce them from lt(lieir

barbarous way of living. It is a v_ei'Y 1l1:8"

ly, honourable, and frequent prflciwes 1Zr ::?

one prince desires the assistance of a'ri10t 1mg

to secure him against an invasion, Ii] a.nva_

assistant, when he has driveii Qut I h1? 1 gen

der, should seise on :h;<IoIn1u10r1s lm ,
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' nP0n your feet before and..beh

and‘kill, imprison, o _
came to relieve. Alliance y blood, bgr

marriage, is a frequent cause of war _

d the nearer the kin
tween princes; an _ _ _
dred is, the greater their dispositi0n_l0

quarrel: poor nations are hungry, and.rich

the trade of a s _
honourable ofall others; because a soldier

is a Yahoo hired to kill, in cold blood, as

many of his own species, who have never

offended him, as possibly be can.

1 There is likewise a kind of beggafly

princes in Europe, not able to makewsr

by themselves, who hire out their troops ‘10

richer nations, for so much a day to each

man; of which they keep three.fourths t0

themselves, and it is the best part of their

maintenance; such are those in many

northern parts of Europe.’ '
_ 1 What you have told me,’ said my mas

ter, 1 upon the subject of war, does indeed

discover most admirably the e ects of that

reason you pretend to : however, it is hap

Py that the shame is greater than the dau

ger; and that nature has left you utterly

incapable of doing much mischief. F0r,

your mouths lying flat with your faces, y0n

can hardly bite each other to any uriioss,

e c aws
unless by consent. Then as to t

ind, they are

ur Yahoo!s0 short and tender, that one of 0 _
him.would drive a dosen of yours before

therefore, in recounting the num

98e who have been killed in battle, l
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_'.._..--,,_.--:,-_'n ‘cannot but think you have said the thing

which is not.’

.' I could not forbear shaking my head,

and smiling a little at his ignorance. And

being no stranger to the art of war, I gave

him a description of cannons, culverins,

muskets, carabines, pistols, bullets, powder,

swords, bayonets, battles, sicges, retreats,

attacks, undermines, ' countermines, bom

bardments,.sea fights, ships sunk with a

.thousand men, twenty thousand killed on

each side, dying groans, limbs flying in the

air, smoke, noise,‘ confusion, trampling to

death under horses’ ‘feet, flight, pursuit,

‘victory; fields strewed with carcases, left._

forfood to dogs and wolves, and birgs 0t

lire ' lunderin stri in , ravis in|.’,
b11'¥1l,ng:)and dest§oying.ppA§d to set forth

the valour of my own dear countrymen, I

assured him, ‘ that I had seen them blow

up a hundred enemies at once in a siegi‘,

and asmany in a ship; and beheld the

dead bodies drop down in pieces from the

clouds, to the great diversion of the sPec'

‘tators.’ 1:

K1‘ ' It would eriia s be im ossiblc, l1y 1be °W.3
'bb0urcd argu'lhengpor for<iblg e1'quence, i0 shou—

ghe absurd injustice and horrid cfu_cu3' of 1'a’: s“

tfectually, as by this sim 1e exhibition oft_lieinf_1irriu1_

ew light: with war inc uding e'ery1P§0i%.n1:e fa_

uity and every art of dEsU’11cu<_)n' u'9 as which

i1iar, by degrees, under specious ""i°.aimed at

re seldom examined, because they are gi'es and

‘an age in which the mind im 1icit1y r9: ha eus,

'etaius whatever is impress : thus 1 Ml: . ,1

that when one man murders another i0 |!' _ _ _

1ust, we shudder; but when one

million to gratify his '3.i11is 1"? aPlu
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I was going on to more particulars,

‘when my master commanded me silence.

He said, 1 whoever understood the nature

of Yahoos, might easily believe it possible

for so vile an animal to be capable of every

action I had named, if their strength and

cunning eckualled their malice. , But as m)'_

discourse ad increased his abhorrence_ol

the whole species, so he found it gave him

a disturbance in his mind, to which he was

wholly a stranger before. He thought his

ears, being used to such abominable words,

might, by degrees, admit them with less

detestation: that although he hated the

Yahoos of this country, yet he no more

blamed them for their odious qualities,

than he did a gmu1yh (a bird of prey) for

its cruelty, or a sharp stone for cutting his

hoof. But when a creature pretendin_g_ t0

reason could be capable of suchemorm1tieei

he dreaded lest the corruption of that fa

culty might be worse than brutality itsslf

He seemed therefore confident, that' ln‘

stead of reason we were only possessed of

some quality, fitted to increase our natur

mire, we envy and we applaud. If, when this and

the preceding pages are read, we disco'er with as

tonishment, that when the same e'ents ha'e oc

curred in history we fe1t no emotion,and aqui

i" wars which we could not but know to ha'e been

commenced for such causes, and carried on bi

such means; 1et not him be ceusured for too muc

i1ehttsing his species. who has contributed to ih*"

feu0uy and Preser'ation, by strip in; off the ' ,i

of custom and pre'udice, and ho1 ihg up in their

r‘1'et1ve deformity t c vices b which the . become

__1§10h’<l, and the arts by wh ch they are estroyed.

' ,
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vices; as the reflection from a troubled

stream returns the image of an ill shapen

body, not only larger but more distorted.’

. He added, that he had heard too much

upon the subject of war, both in this and

some former discourses. There was an

other point, which a little perplexed him

at present. I had . inf0rIned him, that

some of our crew left their country on ac

, count ofbeing ruined by law; that I had

already explained the ,meaning of the

word ;,but he was at a loss how it should

come to pass, that the law, which was in

tended for every man’s preservation, should

‘.be any man’s ruin. Therefore he desired

to be further satisfied what I meant by

law, and the dispensers thereof, according

to the present practice in my own coun

try: because he thought nature and rea

’ son were sufiicient guides for a reasonable

animal, as we pretended to be, in showing

us what he ought to do, and what to avoid.’

' I assured his honour, 1 that the law was

a science, in which I had not much con

versed, further than by employing advo

cates in vain, upon some injustices that

had been done me : however, I would g’lve

‘ ’ him all the satisfaction I was able.’ ..

I said, 1 there was a society ofmen amonfl

us, bred up from their youth in the art 0l

Pr0ving, by words multiplied for the Pn?

pose, that white is black, and black is

white, according as they are paid. T0 “"s

society all the rest of the people are slaves. -

For example if my neighbour has a mind

to my cow, he has a lawyer_ to prove that
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these judges are persons appoin

he ought to have my cow hom‘ mt;."l .

must then hire another to defend my right,

it beingagainst all rules of law that ii1!!

man should be allowed to speak for him

‘ ho'am tht
self. . Now, in this case, I, w

right owner, lie under two great disadvan

tages : first, my lawyer, being practised al

mostfrom his cradle in defending falsehood,

is quite out of his element when he would

be an advocate for justice, which is an H}!

natural ofiice he always attempts with

reat awkwardness, if not with ill will.

’ be second disadvantage is, that my law

yer must ‘proceed with great caution,

or else he will be reprimanded by the

judges, and abhorred.by his brethren, as

one that would lessen the practice of the

law. And therefore I have but two lne

thods to preserve my cow. The first is,

‘gain over my adversary’s lawyer with s

double fee, who will then betray his client

by insinuating that he has justice on hit

side. The second way is for my lawyer

make my cause appear as unjust as he can,

by all0wing the cow to belong to my s .

v<frssry= and this, if it be skillfully done,

will certainly bespeak the favour of the

bench. Now your honour is to know, that

_ ted to de

cide all controversies of property, as well as

for the trial of criminals, and picked 0Ht

from the most dexterous lawyers, who are

gr0wn old or lasy. and havin been bias
fiild all their ‘lives against truthgand equity,

in 1.1;_‘..der such_a fatal necessity of favour

g‘ mud, Pefl11ry, and oppression, that!
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have known some of them,refuse\a large

bribe from the side where justice lay,

rather than injure the faculty, by doing

.any thing _unbecoming their nature or

their oflice. ‘ .. _

.. 1 l_t is a maxim among these lawyers,

that whatever has been done before, may

leg‘allybedone again : and therefore they

is e special care to record all the decisions

formerly made against common justice,

and the general reason of mankind. These,

under the name of precedents, they pro

duce as authorities to justify the most ini

quitous opinions; and the judges nevi.‘.r

tail of directing accordingly. . _

1 In pleading, they studiously avoid en

tering into the merits of the cause; but

are loud, violent, and tedious, in dwellmg

upon all circumstances which are not t0

_the purpose. For instance, in the case al

ready mentioned; they never des1fc lo

know what claim or title my ad_versari' has

to my cow; but whither the said cow were

red or black; her horns long or short

whether the field I gra1e her m .b_e roW

or square; whether she was millged at

home or abroad ; what diseases she is sub

Ject to, and the like; after which ‘they

consult precedents, ad.ioum the cause l:102u

time to time, and in ten, twenty, o‘' 1 my

years, come to an issue. ‘ .
1 It is likewise to be observed, that “"s

society has a peculiar cant and\§1i'g0n of

dertheir own that no other mortal cu ‘m .t_

stand, and wherein all their laws are wr!

' I'ten, which they take special care (0 mu
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'tiply; whereby they have

founded the very essence of _
falsehood, of right and wrong; so that it

will take thirty years to decide, whether

the field, left me by my ancestors for 6i!

generations, belongs to me, or to astrangtf

_three hundred miles ofl! ‘ '

1 In the trial of ' perso _
crimes against the state, the method i%

much more short and commendable; the

judge first sends to sound the dispositionpl

those in power, after which he can eflb_1ll

hang or save a criminal, strictly preserv/in8

all due forms of law.’ ' . _

Here my master interposing, so _ ,
a pity, that creatures endowed with such

these law
prodigious abilities ‘of mind, as
yers, by the description I gave of them,

must certainly be, were not rather c_no0i1

raged to be instructors of others in me 0n:

and knowledge.’ In answer to whic
sured his honour, 1that in all points of

their own trade, they were usually the

most ignorant and stup

us,_ the most despicab e

sation, avowed enemies to

and learning, and equally d_is _ _
vcrt the general reason of mankind, I11

every other subject of discourse as in that

of their own profession.’
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1 CHAPTER VI. .

if continuation of the state of England uni

_ 1i" Queen Anne. The character of a

‘ first minister of state in European courts.

lllr master was yet wholly at a loss to uh...

derstand what motives could incite this

race of lawyers to perplex, disquiet, and,

Weary themselves, and engage in a confed

eracy of injustice, merely for the sake of

iniuring .their fellow.animals; neither

could he comprehend what I meant in say.'

ing, they did it for hire; Whereupon I

was at much pains to describe to him the ‘

use of money, the materials it was made

of; andrthe value of. the metals; 1 that

when a Yahoo had got a'great store of this

precious substance, he was able to purchase

whatever he had a mind to, the finest

clothin , the noblest houses, great tracts of

land, .t e most costly meats and drinks;

and have his choice of the most beautiful_

females. Therefore since money alone,

was able to'perform' all these feats, our,

Yahoos thought‘ they' could never have,

enough of it toispend, or to save, as .thei

found themselves inclined, from fli€‘lr‘na'

tural bent, either to profusion or avarice. .

That the rich man enjoyed the fruit of the

poor man1s labour, and the law5r we" a

thousand to one in roportion to the for- .

mer. That the bul of our PcoPlo were

forced to live miserably, bylabouring ev1."3'

day for small wages, to make a few ll"

plentifully.’

_.
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' sauces and innumerable other

much on these, and

many other particulars to the same PW

pose ; but his honour was still to seek; f°*'

he went upon a supposition, that all ani

mals had a title to their share in the pro

ductionsof the earth, and especially 3.i03%

‘ ' Therefore he -—
who presided over the rest. ‘
desired I would let him know, _1 what these ‘

costly meats were, and how any of us hi1l): 1

pened to want them?’ Whereupon Ienu.'

as came mto in)’
rnerated as many sorts ’ _ _
head, with the various methods of d'_e$s1n81

them, which could not be done without

t of thesending vessels by sea to every par ‘

world, as well‘for‘liquors to drink as_f0r

I enlarged myself

ces. I assured him 1that this wh

of earth must be at least three times ,

round, before one of our better female Yd.,

haos could get her breakfast, or a cup t0,

put it in.’ He said 1that must needs be s‘

miserable country, which cannot furnish‘

food for its own inhabitants. But what he.

chiefly wondered at was, how such vast,‘

tracts of ground as I described should be

wholly without fresh water, and the pia,

P11t t0_ the necessity of sendmg over e sea,

for drink.’ I replied 1that ‘England (the,

dear place of my nativity) was computed

t_0 roduce three times the quantity 0 ,

f more than its inhabitants are able to

con_sume, aswell as liquors extracted from

tgmini 0r_pressed out of the fruit of certain ,

sang1, wh1ch t_nade excellent drink ; and the,

of 5? p'oPorti_0n in every other convenience.

' Bmain order to feed the luxury
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and intemperanceof the males, and theva

nity of the females, we sent away the great.

est part of our necessary things to other

countr_ies, whence in return we brought the

materials of diseases, folly, and vice, to

spend among' ourselves. Hence it follows

of necessity, that vast numbers of our

le are compelled_ to_seek their liveli

_ by begging, robbing, stealing, cheat.

ing, pimping, flattering, subornmg, _for..

swearing, ‘forging, gaming, lymg, fawning,

hectoring, voting, scribbling, star.gasing,

poisoning, whoring, canting, libelling, free.'

thinking, and the like occupations :’ ‘ever!

one of which terms I was at much pains

to make him understand. '

. 1That wine was not imported among us

from foreign countries, to supply the want

of water or other drinks, but because i0

Wis f}.8_Qrt of‘li_qui,d, .which_made nsvmei'ry..

by putting us out of our senses, d1!/erted,

all melancholy thoughts, begat .wild‘ extra

vagant imaginations in the brain, raised

our hopes and banished our fears,_suspend

ed every oflice of reason fora time, and

deprived us of the use of our limbs, till we

fell into a profound sleep'; although it

mnst be confessed, that we always awaked

sick and dis irited; and that the use of.

this liquor lled us with diseases, wh1ch

made our lives uncomfortable and .shi9i't. r

.1But beside all this, the bulk 0. ho§

P.eflPle supported themselves by fur??? 'tg

the necessities or conveniences of It eice

the rich, and to each other. For in; aaf; I,

when I am at home, and dresse

_.
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‘and drank without the p

ought to be, I carry on my body the work

manship of a hundred tradesmen; the '

building’ and furniture of my house em

ploy as many more, and flve times the .

number to adorn my wife.’ c'

‘ I was going on to tell him of another

sort of people, who get their livelihood b?

attending the sick, having, upon some of,

casions, informed his honour, that man?

of my crew had died of diseases. But hi?"

it was with the utmost diflicult that! '

brought him to apprehend what meant '

1He could easily conceive, that a H0"!/., |

/mlmm grew weak and heavy a few_dsy9

some accident
before ‘his death, or by
might hurt a limb; but that nature, wh0’

works all things to perfection, should 8_1if

fer any pains to breed in our bodies,

he thought impossible, and desired I0

kn_<l>w the reason of so unaccountable sn

en ,’ . ..
I_ told him 1 we fed on a thousand th_in8s,

which operated contrary to each other;

that we eat when we were not hungry,

rovocation of

ts drinki_ng
thirst; that we sat whole nigh

strong liquors, without eating a bit, which

disP0sed us to sloth, inflamed our bodies,

am! precipitated or prevented digestion.

Thatprostitute female Yalaoos acquired s

ggrtam malad , which bred rottenness in

b ebones oft ose who fell into their em

wraces; that this, and many other diseases,

thiie propagated from father to son; 50'

with great i_i11mbers came into the world

oomPlicated maladies upon them;
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that it would be endless to give him a

catalogue of all diseases incident to human

bodies,‘for they would not be fewer than

five or six hundred, spread over every

and joint—in short, every part, ex

ternal and intestine, having diseases ap ro

priated to itself. To remedy which, ere

was a sort of people bred up among us in

the profession, or pretence, of curing the

sick. And because I had some skill in the

faculty, I would, in gratitude to his ho

nour, let him know the whole mystery and

method by which they proceed.

Their fundamental is, that all diseases

arise from repletion; whence they con

clude, that a great evacuation of the body

Ii necessary, either through the natural

passage or upwards at the mouth. Then‘

next business is from herbs, minerals,

gums, oils, shells, salts, juices, seaweed,

excrements, barks of trees, serpents, toads,

frogs, spiders, dead men’s flesh and bones,

birds, beasts, and fishes, to form a compo_si

tion, for smell and taste, the most ab0n11n

able, nauseous, and detestable, they 9sn

possibly contrive, which the stomach un

mediately rejects with loathing, and Uiis

they calla vomit; or else, from the same

store.house, with some other p0is0_nous

additions, they command us to take in at

the orifice above or below (just as the Ph3.“

sician then happens to be disposed) s meg)1

cine equall annoying and disgustful to_ e

bowels; w ich, relaxing the belly, dr1fieg

down all before it; and this they came

pur e, or a clyster. For nature (as

0l,. II. K
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forcing solids and liquids in at the anus,

and making'evacuation_s at the mouth

1 But, besides real diseases, we are s

ject to many that are only lH—-1agmaryt

which the physicians have invent

ginary cures ; these h h

names, and so ha'e the

per for them; and wit

Yahoos are always infested _

1 One great excellency in this

their skill at prognostics, wherein _

dom fail ; their predictions in real diseflses_'

when they rise to any degree of *3

generally portending death,
ways in their power, when recovery is

not: and therefore, upon any uneJ\Peoted

signs of amendment, after

nounced their sentence,

cused as false prophets, th

approve their sagacity to

seasonable dose. -1 They are likewise of special use to hus

bands and wives who are grown weary Pf

their mates ; to eldest sons, to great minis

ters.of state, and often to princes.1
_l had formerly, upon occasion, discoursed

unth my mflfier upon the nature of govern

’\ .

i146
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'ment in general, and particularly of our

oivn excellent constitution, deservedly the

wonder and envy of the whole world. But

having here accidentally mentioned a mi.

nister of state, he commanded me some

time after to inform him, 1 what species of

Yahoo I particularly meant by that appel

lation.’ . '

' I told him, 1 that a first or chief minister

of state, who was the person I intended to

describe, was a creature wholly exempt

from joy and grief, love and hatred, pity

and anger; at least makes use of no other

passions, but a violent desire of wealth,

power, and titles; that he applies his word

to all uses, except to the indication of his

mind; that he never tells a truthbut with

an intent that you should take it l'0r a

lie; nor a lie, but with a design that i'ou

should take it for a truth; that those he

speaks worst ofbehind their backs are in

the surest way of preferment; and when

ever he begins to praise you to others, or to

yourself, you are from that_day_ forlorn

’ e worst mark you can receive is a pro

mise, especially when it is confirmed with

an oath; after which, every wise man re

tires, and gives over all hopes. _ I

1 There are three methods,_ Qy wlu,o,l!| a

man may rise to be chief: minister. :3

first is, by knowing how with Prudenfui’ ‘

dispose of a wife, a daughter, 0r a 5'? '

the second,.by betraying 0_1‘ n_"dobmuu fug_

his predecessor : and the third is, .Y 3 the

rious seal, in public assemblies, a3*"? wise

corruptions of theKgourt. B1" '
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prince would rather choose to wi1l"?

those who practise the last of these me

thods; because such 1ealots prove always

to thethe most obsequious and subservient

will and passions of their master. Tlist

these ministers, having all emp|oyment- 5“

their disposal, preserve themselves i’

or great council; and at last,
dient, called an act of indemnia(Whe1’ool

I described the nature to him), ey Sefillfe

themselves from after.reckonings, and I}!

tire from the public laden with the spoils

of the nation. , , _1 The palace of a chief minister is a se

minary to breed up others in his owl1

trade: the pages, lackeys, and p0rtc_1'i bl

imitating their master, become mm1sters

of state in their several ' _
to excel in the three principal ingredients,

of insolence, lying, and bribery. Accord

ingly, they have a subaltern court paid £o

them _by persons of the best ran1_<;‘111ill

sometimes, by the force of dexterity and

1tnpudence, arrive, through several grada

t1tznfi to be successors to their lord.

e is usually governed by a decayed

wench, or favourite footman, who are the

tunnels through which all graces are con

veyed, and may properly be called, in the

5a5:u fe80i1, the governors of the king

One day in discourse m master having .

theard me mention the nobility of m,y c0un- ,

u1,';‘]'2 gas pleased to make me a compliment

io I could not pretend to deserve i

\ 0
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1 that he was sure I must have been born

ofsome noble family, because I far exceed

ed in shape, colour, and cleanliness, all the

Yqhoos of his nation, although I seemed to

fa1l in strength and agility, which must be

imputed to my different way of living from

those other brutes ; and besides I was not

only endowed with the faculty of speech,

but likewise with some rudiments of rea

son, to a degree that with all his acquaint

once I passed for a prodigy.’

He made me observe, that among the

Houylmlmms, the white, the sorrel, and the

iron.gray, were not so exactly shaped as

the bay, the dapple.gray, and the black ;

nor born with equal talents of mind, 0r a

capacity to improve them; and therefore

continued always in the condition of ser

vants, without ever aspiring to match

outrof their own race, which in that coun

try would be reckoned monstrous and un

natural.’ _

I made his honour my most humble ac

.-knowledgments for the good opinion he

was pleased to conceive ofme 5 bn§assm'ed

him at the same time, that my birth was

of the lower sort, having been born of

plain honest parents, who were just able to

Bive me a tolerable education: that nobi

lity, among us, was altogether a difibrent

thing from the idea he had of it; {hat 9“

young noblemen are bred from their child

_. hood in idleness and lu)}iinry ; tnlzfiinaes tsgg;

. . co .’ :?gg3?‘:'si.l.I?‘\4gl::oII)1(;:',:;,r(1:1tt,()(§l0e1}'s diseases amon

lewd females ; andK\§hcn their 50:".nncs
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' of money), whom they

are almost ruined, they marry somewoman

of mean birth, disagreeable person, and

unsound constitution (merely for the sake

hate and despise.

That the productions of such I113.rr13ges

are generally scrofulous, rickety, or de

formed children; by which meaus the

family seldom continues above three gene

rations, unless the wife takes care to pre

vide a healthy father, among her neigh

bours or domestics, in order to imp!01'c

and continue the breed. That a weak

diseased body, a meagre countenance, and

sallow complexion, are thetruemarks ofne

anceble blood ; and a healthy robust appear

is so disgraceful in a man lity, that

the world concludes his real father to have

been a groom or a coachman. ' 1
fections of his mind run parallel with H:0se

of his body, being a composition of spleen,

duiness, ignorance, caprice, sensuality:

and pride.
1 Without the consent of this illustri0115

body, no law can be enacted, repealed, oI

altered : and these nobles havelikewise the

<ieeision of all our possessions, without ap

pea ‘

l.
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CHAPTER VII.

The Auth0r’s great love of_/u's native coun

1T3/. His wuister’s observations upon the

constitution and administration of Eng

. land, as described by the Author, with

parallel cases and comparisons. His

master’s obser'ations upon human nature.

THE reader may be disposed to wonder

how I could prevail on myself to give s0

free a representation of my own species,

among a race of mortals who are already

too apt to conceive the vilest opinion_of

humankind, from that entire congruity

between me and their Yahoos. But l must

freely confess, that the many virtues of

those excellent quadrupeds, placed in 0P

posite view to human corruptions, had s0

far opened my eyes and enlarged my iin‘

derstanding, that I began to view the_a§:

tions and passions of man in a very dihe

rent light, and to think the honour of_my

own dcind not worth managing; which,

besides, it was impossible for me to d0.,

before a person of so acute ‘a J11dgmemfas

my master, who daily convinced me (i1 3

thousand faults in myself, where“ I s

- not the least perception before, and which’

with us would never be numbcrqd ev.en

among human infirmities. I had likgggg

learned, from his example, an utter
tation of all falsehood or aissuiso'- u"l

. Itruth appeared so {amiable to me, that
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determined upon sacrificing every thin8

to 't.I ' ' h the reader

as. yet a much

stronger motive for the freed

my representation of things. s

yet been a year in this coun bef0i'¢‘' I

contracted such a love and venera firm

n athe inhabitants, that I entered 0 _
to hurnankmd,

resolution never to return
but to pass the rest of my ' the

admirable Hauylmlmms, in the contemplai

tion and practice of every virtue; where

could have no example or incitement W

vice. But it was decreed by fortune,_:PY

perpetual enemy, that so great a _

ever, _1%should not fall to my share. How

that in
is now some comfort to reflect,

n I exten
what I said of my countryme ,
uated their faults as much as I durst be

fore so strict an examiner; and u90n

every article gave as favourable a turn as

For, indeed, wh0
the matter would hear.
ls_there alive that will not be swayed by

his bias and partiality to the place of his

birth ? 'I have related the substance of several

conversations I had with my master, dur

ing the greatest art of the time l bad the

honour to be in service; but have, in

deed,_for brevity sake, omitted much more

than is here set down.
Wilen I_ had answered all his questions,

ggd his curiosity seemed to befully satisfi ,

maseé1t :'91‘ me one morning early, and com

" cd me to sit down at some distance
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(an honou .conferred fipah1gg )he Iliad never before

been very seriously .c _ e said, 1he had

Ziggy, as far as it r=..l::1e<,ilml;2tgh -l-y wholfi‘

m _ o myse

as a s0)i'tcgf:'igiiriyi'riag1at he looked upon us

what accident he c,0u<l)dwh0se ‘°’h?re- by

s0me small pittance f not conjecture,

whereof we made n 0 reason_ had fallen,

ass1stance to asp: other use, than by its

ruptions, and to ac va_ e our natural cor

nature had not giveqiime new ones, .winch

ed ourselves of the fus; n!a.t_we disam

bestowcd; had b ew abilities she had

multiplying our oriee: lvery successful ,in

t0 spend our wholgel fivwaetsi ar_id seemed

vpm-s to supply the es in vain endea.

mom Thatast m by _our own inven

had neither the?! znyself, it was mamfest l

common Yahoo .s gfintgtlli nor agility or a

on my hinder feéi? . ha d walked infirmly

trivance to make' a found out a con

defence, and to remmy claws of no use or

chm, which was imovs the hair from my

the sun and the w enhed as a shelter from

could neither meat er. Lastly, that I

Ewes like my breth with speed, nor climb

the Yahoos in h_ ren, as he called them,

“Phat 0 _ 1s_c0u_ntry_

and ur Institutions of government

law were lainl 'defecl?s in i.easgn ydowing to our gross

“flue; because ;'e:2onbgl0?l%n§:q::1ef%cC?e1ii1:

:gegr%¥.§::‘: igitional creat11re; which was

*9 shallengi, €‘5§i°i‘?§0$iilL.§cé‘o130i‘l“i"L1§§
gwell of my own people; although he



l54

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS. p

manifestly perceived, that, in order to ‘

favour them, I had concealedmany P8r"°5'

lars, and often said the thing w it! _
firmed in this

‘ He was the more con i
opinion, because he observed, that as

bgdy with
agreed in every feature of my
other Yahoos, except where it was to my

point of strength'
real disadvantage 'in '
speed, and activity, the shortness of §i?

claws, and some other particulars where

nature had no part ; so from the represen

tation I had given him of our lives, o""

manners, and our actions, he

a resemblance in the disposition of 0‘"

minds.’ He said, 1 the Yahaos we _
to hate one another, more than they d1d

ony different species of animals;
reason usually assigned was, the odiousnesi

of their own shapes, which all could see is

the rest, but not in themselves. _

therefore begun to think it not unwise m_"5

to cover our bodies, and by that invent1'11

‘conceal many of our deformities from each

other, which would else be hardlysupper"

ble. But he now found hehadbeen mis ' ‘el1,

and that the dissensions of those btutes in

his country were owing to the same ca11u

with ours, as! had described tliem. F01'

if,’ said he, 1 you throw among five l'ah00$

as much food as would be sufficient for

peaceablii
‘Q3y, they will, instead of eating
_-1ll together by the ears, each single one

;_mPatient to have all to itself" and there

sgge a servant was usually employed lo

“d by while they were feeding abroad,

and those kept at home were tied at a dis
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tance from each other: that if a cow died

of age or accident, before a Houylmlmm

could secure it for his own Yai1oos, those

m the neighbourhood would come in herds

to sei1e it, and then would ensue such a

battle as I had described, with terrible

wounds made by their claws on both sides,

although they seldom were able to kill one

another, for want of such convenient in

struments of death as we had invented.

At other times, the like battles have been

fought between the Yahoos of several

neighbourhoods, without any visible cause ;

those of one district watching all opportu

nities to surprise the next, before they are

prepared. But if they find‘ their project

has miscarried, they return home, and, for

want of enemies, engage in what I call a

civil war among themselves. ' '

1 That in some fields of his country there

are certain shining stones of several co

lours, whereof the Yahoos are violently

fond: and when part of these stones is

fixed in the earth, as it sometimes happens,

they will dig with their claws for whole

days to get them out; then carry_the1l‘:

away, and hide them by heaps in their ken

nels; but still looking‘ round with great

caution, for fear their comrades should

find out their treasure.’ My master said,

1 he never could discover the reason of

this unnatural appetite, orhow these stonos

could be of any use to a Yahoo ; but now

he believed it might proceed from the same

principle of avarice which I had ascribcd

to mankind. That he had once, by way
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(,
of experiment, privately removed a heal)

of these stones from the place where one

of his Yalioos had buried it. whereupon

the sordid animal, missing his treasure,

by his loud lamenting brought the whole

herd to the place, there miserably howled:

then fell to biting and tearing the rest;

began to pine away, would neither eat, nor

sleep, nor work, till he ordered a servant

privately to convey the stones into the

same hole, and hide them as before,

which, when his Yahoo had found, e

recovered his spirits and $005
resentlyumour, but took good care to remove

them to a better hiding place, andhasever

since been a very serviceable brute.’

' My master further assured me, which I

also observed myself, 1 that in the field!

where the shining stones abound, the fier

cest and most frequent battles are fought'

occasioned by perpetual inroads of the

neighbouring Yahoos.’
He said, 1it was common, when two Yda

boos discovered such a stone in a field, an

were contending which of them should be

the proprietor, a third would take the ad

vantage, and carry it away from them

both 5’ which my master would needs con

tend to have some kindofresemblancewith

our suits at law; wherein I thought it for

our_ credit not to undeceive him; since the

deC1_sl011 he mentioned was much m

equitable than many decrees among us:

Fecause the plaintiff and defendant there

°st nothmg beside the stone they contend

ed ToP: whereas our courts of equity

1

ore' ‘
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would‘ never have dismissed the cause,

while either of them had any thing left.

My master, continuing his discourse,

said, 1there was nothing that rendered the

Yqhoos more odious, than their undistin

gl11shing appetite to devour every thing

that came in their way, whether herbs,

rcots, berries, the corrupted flesh of ani

mals, or all mingled together: and it was

Peculiar in their temper, that they were

fonder of what they could get by rapine or

stealth, at a greater distance, than much

better food rovided for them at home. If

their prey eld out, they would eat till

they were ready to burst _ after which,

nature had pointed out to them a certain

foot that gave them a general evacua

nqn'l1here was also another kind of root,

very juicy, but somewhat rare and diflicult

to be found, which the Yahoos sought for

with much eagerness, and would suck it

with great delight; it produced in them

the same effects that wine has upon us. It

would make them sometimes hug, and

sometimes tear one another; they would

bowl, and grin, and chatter, _and reel, and

tumble, and then fall aslee in the mud.

I did indeed observe t _at the Yahoos

were the only animals in this country sub,

ject to any diseases; which, however,

were much fewer than horses have among

us, and contracted not by any ill t_reatmen1tl:

they meet with, but by _the n3St1D§§S_ slain

greediness of that sordid brute. eit er

as their language any more than a gene
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' curious Houylmkmns observe, t

‘ ways more deformed

ral appellation for those. maladies, Wliidi is

the beast, and
borrowed from the name of _
called /mea yahoo, or Yahoo's evil; flf1d the ‘

mixture of their own

cure prescribed is a
dung and urine, forcibly put down the it

la00’s throat.
known to have been taken

and do here freely recomme

countrymen for the public go

mirable specific agaiust all

duced by repletion.1 As to learning, government, ails,

d the like,’ my in

confessed, 1he could find little or n0 r0

the Yahoos of 11ii"

semblance betweencountry and those in ours. For he only

meant to observe what parity there was 1n

our natures. ‘ He had heard, indeed, s0in9

od, as an ad

diseases pro

manufactures, an

herds there was a sort of ruling Yalw' (61

nerally some
among us there is go

or l)1'1ucipE1l stag in a ,,in body, and mis

chievous in disposition,

rest. That this leader h
vourite as like himself as he could Keir

whose employment was to lick his master’s

feet and posteriors, and drive t
lahoos to his kennel ;=k for which he was

now and then rewarded with apiece of ‘

ass’s‘flesh. This favourite is hated '

wii9-e herd, and therefore, to protect hmi

so1i, keeps always near the personof his

lilflder. He usually continues in oflice ii"

' F1attery and pimping. ...ri.
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a worse can b .nient he is dis(:‘;:&:f(<l)g(;1dl1,isb1:1L:ict;;he very mo

head of an the Ya9]l00s sin tti1ssgrhat the

ymmg and 0l5, male and female21 coi§f<§'i'i§1£

an ‘ . ’iimyim? ‘iéiil1?$g?oZi1o"i§’€'§m\“ ¢.u
might be applicable to'our u f}? far this

voumes, and ministers of sf:tu , and fa

saild I could best determine ’ e’ my master

.. _durst make no return to this malicious

"isim_iation, which debased human under

stand.11ig below the sa acit f .hound, who has judgigientyegouaghcofgrrdis1

<i'<')’§1i’i1?‘ZiiZu1§a§i<‘f0illi§i‘Lit’i£i3§taken. ‘

My master told me 1 there were some

ggag1gieigfimgrkable in the Yahoos, which

iias: my s1ii§ivi{iv,'°“ii1lul—-i1é’ §E§3$§’£’ io'ii§1.§

given of humankind ’ He said 1 those

animals, like other brutes had their females

1n common ; but in this they differed that

the she Yahoo would admit the males

while she was pregnant . and that the hes

would quarrel and fight,with the females

as fiercely as with each other . both which

Practices were such degrees’of infamous

brutality, as no other sensitive creature

0v‘ei:Aarrived at.
nother thin he wondered at in the

Yahoos, was theiigr strange disposition to

nastiness and dirt; whereas there appears

to be a natural love of cleanliness in all

other animals.’ As to the two former ac

cusations, I was glad to let them pass with
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out any reply, because I had not a word to

defence of my spef-'i9!,
offer upon them in
which otherwise I certainly had done from

my own inclinations. But I could h?"

easily vindicated humankind from t|11‘._un

putation of singularity upon thelastarticle'

if there had been any swine in that coun

try (as unluckily for me there were not ,

which, although it may be a sweeter qufl -

ruped than a ahoo, cannot, Ihumbly co"

ceive, in justice pretend to

liness; and so is honour
have owned, if he had seen their filthyvyfly

of feeding, and their custom of walloww8

and sleeping in mud.My master likewise mentioned another

quality, which his servants h
in several Yahoos, and to him was wholly

unaccountable.

sometimes take a Y
corner, to lie down, and howl, and groan,

and spurn away all that came near hini,

although he were young and fat, wflmed

neither food not water, nor did the servant

:magine what could possibly ail him. And

the only remedy they found was, 10 se1

_him to hard work, after which he would

infallibly come to himself.’ To this I was

silent out of partiality to my own kind;

yet here I could plainly discover the true

seeds of spleen, which only seises 0n the

_!8Zy, the luxurious, and the rich; wh0,

1f they were forced to undergo the same

' imen, I would undertake for the cure.

f 1n honour had further observed, 1that

4* emale Yahoo would often stand behind
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a bank or a bush, to ga1e on the young

males passing by, and then appear, and

hide, using many antic gestures and grime

ces, at which time it was observed that she

had a most offensive smell; and when any

of the males advanced, would slowly retire,

looking often back, and with a counterfeit

show of fear, run off into some convenient

place, where she knew the male would fol

low her.

1 At other times, if a female stranger

came among them, three or four of her

own sex would get about her, and stare,

and chatter, and grin, and smell her all

over; and then turn off with gestures, that

seemed to express contempt and disdain.’

‘Perhaps my master might refine a little

in these speculations, which he had drawn

from what he observed himself, or had

been told him by others ; however, I could

not reflect without‘ some amasement, a1ld

much sorrow, that the rudiments of lewd

ness, coquetry, censure, and scandals sh0n13

have place by instinct in woma11k1r1fl

I expected every moment that my mas

ter would accuse the Yahoos of those un

natural appetite8 in both sexes, s0 common

among us. But Naturesit seems: hashnot

been so expert a school.mistress ; and tdese

polite: pleasures are entirely the1l pr<;_tilons of Art and Reason on our si e 0

g obe.

VoL. Il. ' L
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CHAPTER VIII.

The Author relates revere! particulr1rs of

the Yahoos. The great _ rt 3/"

Houylmhmns. T/1eeducatw

of their youth. Their generalass

As I ought to have understood hu111_s11 na'

ture much better than I supposed it WP

. eas 0sible for my master to do, so it was

apply the character he gave of the Yalw1”

to which he always very

sented, being perfectly convinc

hatred I bore these brutes would never s05

fer me to be corrupted by them; and his

honour ordered one of his serv

strong sorrel nag, very honest and $004

natureqi to be my guard; with
protection I durst not undertake su s

ventures. For I have already told tlie

by these
feeder how much I was pestered
odious animals, upon my first arrival; s

arrowly three 01
tl afterwards failed very n
our times of falling into their clutches,

when I hflPp6ned to stray at any distance

i1)1"lt.hout my hanger. And I ha'e reason l0

w29”? 1!i?! had some imagination that l

sister!) their own species, which I often :is

and shmyfielf by s1m ping up my sleeves,

owinI=’ my na ed arms and breast,,
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iu their al8ht, when my protector was with

gehe At which tnnes they would approach

nous Brflas they durst, and imitate my ac.

ever other the _manner of monkeys, but

_a kdwl great signs of hatred; as a tame

J 6 aw with cap and stockings is always

Persecuted by the wild ones, when he hap

Pens to be got among them,

. ;.rhey are prodigiously nimble from their

m 3:io! However, I once caught a young

male ofthree years old, and endeavoured,

by_ all marks of tenderness, to make it

quiet; but the little imp fell a squalling,

and scratchmg, and biting with such vio

lence, that I was forced to let it go; and it '

was high time, for a whole troop of old

ones came about us at the noise, but find

ing the cub was safe (for away it ran), and

my sorrel nag being by, they durst not

venture near us. I observed the young

au_1mal’s flesh to smell very rank, and the

stmk was somewhat between a weasel and

it fox, but much more disagreeable. I

forgot another circumstance (and perhaps

I might have the reader’s pardon if it were

wholly omitted), that while I held the

odious vermin in my hands, it voided its

filthy excrements of a yellow liquid sub

Gtancc all over my clothes; but by good

fortune there was a small brook hard by,

where I’ washed myself as clean as l could;

although I durst not come into my mas

ter’s presence until I were sufliciently

aired.

By what I could discover, the Yahoos ap

pear to be the most lIiJnt;8chable of all ani
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and went down softly into the stream. It

happened that a young female Ya/100,

standing behind a bank, saw the whole

proceeding, and inflamed by desire, as the

nag and I conjectured, came running with

all speed, and leaped into the water, within

five yards of the lace where I bathed. I

was never in my ife so terribly frightened.

The nag was grasing at some distance, not

suspecting any harm. She embraced me

after a most fulsome manner. I roared as

loud as I could, and the nag came gallop

ing towards me, whereupon she quitted

her grasp, with the utmost reluctancy, and

leaped upon the opposite bank, where she

stood gasing and howling all the time I

was putting on my clothes.

This was a matter of diversion to my

master and his family, as well as of morti

fication to myself. For now I could no

longer deny that I was a real Yahoo in

every limb and feature, since the females

had a natural propensity to me, as one of

their own species ; neither was the hair of

this brute of a red colour (which inight

have been some excuse for an appetite is

little irregular), but black as a sloe, and

her countenance did not make an appear

ance altogether so hideous as the rest of

her kind; for I think she could not be

above eleven years old. _

Having lived three years in this countryi

the reader I suppose will expect‘ that

should, like other travellers, give him some

account of the manners and customs of i“

L 3
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1 ' 1

'is reason among t

‘ but strikes

inhabitants, which it was indeed my PH"

cipal study to learn.
As these noble Houylmhnms are endow

ed by nature with a general disposition to

all virtues, and have no conceptious or

ideas of what is evil in a rational creature;

so theirgrand maxim is, to cultivate reason,

and to be wholly ioverned by it. Neither

em a point problemstn

cal, as with us, where men can argue With

plausibility on hot f the question;

you with immediate conviction;

as it must needs do, wh ' '

led, obscured, or discoloured,
and interest. I remember it was with ex

treme difiiculty that I could _bring in?

master to understand the meamng of the

' be dis

_.

and beyond our knowledge

either. So that controversies,

disputes, and positiveness,
bious propositions, are evils. unknown

the Houylmhmm. In the like men

ner,w en I used to explain to him our se

' by, he

veral systems of natural
would laugh, that a creature pretending t0

reason, should value itself upon the kn0l_"

le<_ige of other people’s conjectures and 1n

thing_s where that knowledge, if, it were

certain, could be of no use.’ Whercin he

gsreed entirely with the sentiments of S0

mmtess as Plato delivers them; which I

em10n as the ‘highest honour I can do

that prince of philosophers. I have oftcn

.,1

4*..
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since reflected, what destruction such doc

trine would make in the libraries of Eu.

rope; and how many paths of fame would

be then shut up in the learned world.

_Friendship and benevolence are the two

prmcipal virtues among the H0u?/m/mms ;

and these not confined to particu ar objects,

but universal to ‘the whole race. For a

stranger from the remotest part is equally

treated with the nearest neighbour . and

wherever he goes, looks upon himself,as at

!10me. They preserve decency and civility

in the highest degrees, but are altogether

i8n0rant of ceremon . They have no

fondness for their co ts or foals, but the

care they take in educating them proceeds

entirely from the dictates of reason. And

I observed my master to show the same af

fection to his neighb0ur’s issue, that he

had for his own. They will have it that

nature teaches them to love the whole spe

cies, and it is reason only that makes a dis

tinction of persons, where there is a supe

rior degree of virtue.

When the matron Houylmlmms have

produced one of each sex, they no longer

accompany with their consorts, except they

lose one of their issue by some casualty,

which very seldom happens; but in such

a case they meet. again; or when the l1ke

accident befalls a person whose wife is )—-}.st

bearing, some other couple bestow on iin

one of their own colts, and then go to3e,;t[,rl'f.r

again until the mother is pregnant‘ 15

caution is necessary, to prevent the coun

trY from being 0vE£blirdeiied with num
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' their way; without jealousy,

hers. But the race ofinferior Hmlg/kfl/"_""_'i

bred up to be servants, is not so strictly

limited upon this article; these are al

lowed to produce three of each seii

e noble families.
domestics in th
In their marriages, they are ex

ful to choosesuch colours as will not make

' the breed.

any disagreeable mixStrength is chiefly valued in the male, and

comeliness in the female; not upon theso

e the race

from degenerating; forhappens to excel in strength, a cons01t l9

chosen, with regard to comeliness. at

. s _
Courtship, love, pres

of a reasonable being. But _
ut marriage, or any other unchastity, wss

never heard of, and the married p
their lives with the same friendship and

mutual benevolence, that they bear t

others of the same species who come in

q11flrrelling, or discontent.
l_11 educating the youth of both seiie5i

their method is admirable, and highly de

ierves our imitation. These are not suf

_P1‘ed_to taste a grain of oats, cxce t up0u

igirlgfl1l1) days, till eighteen years 0 d; n0r

- ni very rarely; and insummer they
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gra1e two hours in the morning, and as

many in the evening, which their parents

likewise observe; but the servants are not

allowed above half that time, and a great

part of their grass is brought home, which

they eat at the most convenient hours,

when they can be best spared from work.

Temperance, industry, exercise, and

cleanliness, are the lessons equally enjoined

to the young ones of both sexes: and my

master thought it monstrous in us, to give

the females —t different kind of education

from the males, except in some articles of

domestic management; whereby, as he

truly observed, one half of our natives

were good for nothing but bringing chil.‘

dren into the world: and to trust the care

of our children to such useless animals, he

said, was yet a greater instance of bru

tality.

But the Houylmhmns train up their youth

to strength, speed, and hardiness, by Pxeif

cising them in running races up and down

steep hills, and over hard stony grounds;

and when they are all in a sweat, th<_%y are

ordered to leap over head and ears mm a

pond or river. Four times a year the

youth of a certain district meet to show

their proficiency in running and lea_p_mg,

and other feats of strength and sgiii5’?

where the victor is rewarded with a song

in his or her praise. On this festival, t2e

servants drive a herd of Yahoos into fike

field, laden with hay, and oats, si"} "rite;
for a repast to the Hou_1/knlt_nm8_,da_ven

which, these brutes are immediately I1
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-
back again, for fear of being noisome i0

and when a child has
casualty, where the mother is past

ing, it is determined what family

ldistrictl shall breed another to su

oss. .

in the

ply the

CHAPTER IX.

.4 grand debate at the general assembly qf

the Houg//mlmms, and how it was deter

mmed. The learnin oftheH0u_1/Imhmns.

Tllezr buildings. T ' manner of buri

"l_‘>‘. .771:i defectiueness of their language.

ONE of these grand assemb ‘ '
. lies was held in

my "me, about three months before my

i

l

‘i
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deParture, whither my master went as the

representative of our district. In this

council was resumed their old debate, and

indeed the only debate that ever happened

:i their country ; whereof my master, after

l"§retum, give me a very particular ac

count. '

The question to be debated was, 1 whe

ther the Yahoos should be exterminated

from the face of the earth ?’ One of the

members for the afiirmative offered several

rarguments of great strength and weight,

alleging, 1that as the Yahoos were the

most filthy,'n0isome, and deformed animal

which nature ever produced, so they were

the most restifi1and indocible, mischiev0us

and malicious; they would privately suck

the teats of the Houylmlmms’ cows, ki_ll

and devour their cats, trample down then‘

oats and grass, if they were not continually

watched, and commit a thousand other ex

travagancies.’ He took notice of a gene

ral tradition, 1that Yahoos had not been

always in their country; but that many

agcs ago, two of these brutes appeared to

gether upon a mountain; whether pr0

duccd by the heat of the sun upon corrupt

ed mud and slime, or from the oose and

froth of the sea, was never known: that

these Yahoos engendered, and their brood,

1n a short time, grew so numerous as to

overrun andinfest the whole nation_; th%1

the Houylmlmms, to get rid of this ev i

made a general hunting, and at'l?‘°’t $li::

closed the whole herd; and destr0."ng n

elder, every Houylmlmm kept two 110n g



/~-*1,

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS. ’

ones in a kennel, and brought them to $11611

mail, so sa
a degree of tameness, as an ani _
vage by nature, can be capable of acquu- _

ing; using them for draught and car

riage : that there seemed much truth ' L

in this tradition, and that those creatures P‘

could not be ylnlmiamshy (or flb0Tlgt7lt'3 of ,

_ the land), because of the violent hatred the .~

Houyhn/mms, as all other animals, \

” bore them, wh'position sufficiently deserved, c u
ee, if the!’

“L have arrived at so high a degr
had been aborigines; or else they would ,

ted out: that the ‘

‘-—--1v>_,‘.

have long since been roo

inhabitants, taking a fa

vice of the Yahoos, had very 1

neglected to cultivate the breed 0

which are a comely animal, easily

' out any offen

rnore tame and orderly, wit
sive smell; strong enough for lab0_1l}', 3‘

F§‘9k§,_'~l$qfore, and aflirmed, tha

,-i%§ito be seen first among t

Q You thither over the sea; til?‘

I
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in process of time much more savage than

those of their own species in the country

whence these two originals came. The

reason of this assertion was, that he had

now in his possession a certain wonderful

Yahoo (meaning myself) which most of

them had heard of, and many of them had

seen. He then related to them how he

first found me; that my body was all co

vered with an artificialcomposure of the

skins and hairs of other animals: that I

s oke in a language of my own, and had

t oroughiy learned theirs; that I had re

lated to him the accidents which brought

me thither ; that when he saw me without

my covering, I was an exact Yahoo in

every part, only of a whiter colour, le‘ss

hairy, and with shorter claws. He added,

.how I had endeavoured to persuade him,

that in my own and other countries, the

Yahoos acted as the governing, rational ani

mal, and held the Hauylm/mms in servi

tude; that he observed in me all the <l1i_ali

ties of a Yahoo, only a little more civilised

bl! some tincture of reason, which, hou"

ever, was in a degree as far inferior to the

H0i4/lmlmm race, as the Yahoos‘ of their

country were to me: that among other

things, I mentioned a custom we had of

castrating Houylmlmms when thei1 were

‘young, in order to render them time ;

that. the operation was easy and safei

' that it was no shame to learn wisdom f1'0m

brutes, as industry is taught bl’ the am’

‘and building by the swallow (F01' so l mm‘

slate the word lyl1annhs am‘.ou5h it be a
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‘ unhappy e

gut an end to the whole species, _
that in the mean t1me the

estroying life: _Imhms should be exhcrted to culUvat3

ich as they are inHouy
the breed of asses, wh

aluable brutes, so they

er.viceall respects more v
have his advantage, to be fit f
at five years old, which the others are n9t

till twelve.’

This was all my ma

tell me, at that time,

the grand council. But he was
conceal one particular, which related PEI‘

sonally to myself, whereof I soon felt the

ffect, as the read '

its proper place, and whence

su'<I:cheediIr}g m,isl;:>i-tune: of my

e ouy 1: mm ave no

consequently their knowledge 1s
tional. But there happening few event5 of

any moment among a peopl

ed, naturally dis osed to e

from allgoggr-r1nrggrcey vzftalisogthgr

31;1: hgitféical pa:-tl:i is easily preserve

emn ei ‘es,already observged that 1t1l'1l1:?1;'ios1t;'e subject to

H0 diseases, and therefore can have n0

Reed of physicians. However, they have

g':collens‘medicines, composed of herbs, t0

teri1e accidental bruises and cuts in the pa!

or 5'08 of the foot, by sharp stones, as

ster thought fit ti1

I hav

/
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well as other maims and hurts in the se

veral parts of the body. .

_They' calculate the year by the revolu

tion of the sun and moon, but use no

subdivisions into weeks. They are well

enough acquainted with the motions of

those two luminaries, and understand the1

nature of eclipses ; and this is the utmost

Pfegress of their astronomy.

In poetry, they must be allowed to excel

all other mortals; wherein the justness of

their similes, and the minuteness as well

as exactness of their descriptions, are in

deed inimitable. Their verses abound

very much in both of these, and usually

contain either some exalted notions,_ of

friendship and benevolence, or the praises

of those who were victors in races_ and

other bodily exercises. Their buildings,

although very rude and simple, are not in

convenient, but well contrived to defend

them from all injuries of cold and heat

They have a kind of tree, which at fort '

years old loosens in the root, and falls wit

the first storm ; it grows very straight, and

being pointed like stakes with a sharp

stone (for the Houylm/mms know net the

use of iron), they stick them erect in the

gr0und, about ten inches asunder, ,a“!

then weave in oat straw, 0r sor_netimes

wattles, between them. The roof is meiie

after the same manner, and s0 are He

doors.

The Houylmlmms use the hollow pli11flt;

between the pastem and the hoof of ttfils _

fore.foot, as we do our hands, and ‘
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work which require l _
manner. They have a kind of hard films'

which, by grinding agaiust .
they form into instruments, that ser'e in

stead of wedges, axes, and hsinm_o's_

With tools made of es they li*u

wise cut their hay, and reap _

which there grow naturally 1n
e sheaves

fields ; the Y

grain, which is kept in sto

a rude kind of earth

and bake the former i‘
If they can avoid casual_ties,_

only of old age, and as

the dying pers

that he is leaving t

than if he were upo g
a visit to one of ‘ 'ghbours. l 1'9

mcm_ber my master having once m _
sPP0intment with a friend and his fa_!1\1lY

P0 come to his house, upon some afi‘alr_of

1mportance: on the day fixed, the inis

tress and her two <hildren came v '

ghe made two excuses, first her W1'

1:ud,_ who, as she said, happened that very

°1'nms to Ilmuwnh. The wor '
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ly expressive in their language, but not

easily rendered into English; it signifies,

1to retire to his first mother.’ Her excuse

.for not coming sooner, was, that her hus. '

band dying late in the morning, she was a

good while consulting her servants about a

convenient place where his body should be

laid; and I observed, she behaved herself

at our house as cheerfully as the rest : she

died about three months after. _.

They live generally to seventy, or seven

ty.five years, very seldom to fourscore:

some weeks before their death, they feel a

gradual decay; but without pain. Durin_g

this time they are much visited by then‘

friends, because they cannot go abroad

with their usual ease and satisfaction.

However, about ten days before their

death, which they seldom fail in comput

mg, they return the visits that have been

made them by those who are nearest in the

neighbourhood, being carried in a 00n"5

nient sledge drawn by Yahoos ; which _v€

hicle they use, not only upon this occasion,

but when they grow old, upon l0ng jonr

neys, or when they are lamed by any ac

cident: and therefore when the dyms

H0ii3//mlmms return those visits, th1?y take

a solemn leave of their friends, as if the?

were‘going to some remote part of the

country, where they designed to Pass the

rest of their lives. b_

know not whether it may be worth o

serving, that the Houylmlmms have 'i"

word in their language to express any

thing that is evil, except what they bon'ow

Von. II. ‘ M
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instance, hlmm Yahoo , wh _
ynll1mndwi—-zlma Yahoo, and n ill.00nm1ed

house gnlzolmhnmrohlnw
I could, with grea pleasur a _

ther upon th virtues of th1s

excellent people; but intendinqf

time topublish a volume by itse , _
upon that subject, I refer the rgukr thi

ther; and, in the mean ti to

relate mv own sadcgfi_ ' '_ _ 4‘ -'--... . 9--ro'_'’‘_. ' -7 9i1".

’.

The Author.1s economy, and Impp
among the Hauylmlmms. His gflal W‘

provement in virtue 'ii
them. Their con'ersations. The Auth'r

has notice gi0en him by his master, that

ife must depart from the country. '-_H<

.fallsintoas1.v00n for '. ; .
He C0ntrives and finisies a canoe by ""3
help of H fc’Il0w.servant, andputs to sta

0! a venture.

I 1uv settled m rm ec l
i_1§:rrr:’s content.y 1§1y1§nas"t,Z?’§§§d rdered ..i

net art? be 1f1ade for me, afl
- out s-x yards from the house:



THE HOUYHNHNMS. l79

and floors of which I lastered with

om!’ and covered with ma .mats of my

whi hcgntriving; I_ had beaten hemp,

sorte f _ ere grows_wild, and made of it a

were tickmg; this I filled with the fea

_B of several birds I had taken with

sp:liiges made of Yahoos’ hairs, and 4= were

siitcleflent food. I had worked two chairs

in thmy knife, the sorrel nag helping me

h ‘e grosser and more laborious part.

dei1 my clothes were worn to rags, I

{Q6 e myselfothers with the skins of rab

gsi and of a certam beautiful animal,

akiout the same sise, called nnulmoh, the

s0 n of which is covered with a fine down.

_ f these I alsomade very tolerable stock.

i9gt. I soled my shoes with wood, which

l cut from a tree, and fitted to the upper.

leath§r;_and when this was worn out, I

fi1lpphed it with the skins of Yahoos dried

m the sun. I oftengot honey out of hol

low trees, which I mingled with water, or

ate_with my bread. No man could more

yerify the truth of these two maxims,

1 That nature is.very easily satisfied ;’ and,

_That necessity is the mother of inven.

tion.’ I enjoyed perfect health of body,

and tranquillity of mind; I did not feel

" tt should be,-and 1which ' were exce11ent

food. This sentence is fau1ty in other respects;

but there, as we11 as in many other passages of

these Voyages, the author has intent1ona11 made

use of 1naccurate ression, and studi neg1i

gence in order to ma e the style more 1ike that of

a seafizriu man: on which account they ha'e

been passe over in silence, where such intention

was ob'ious.-S.

M 2
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nor lawyer
former to watch my wor _forge accusations against me for hire: here

were no gibers, censurers, backbiters,pic|>

pockets, highwaymen, ho

torneys, bawds, bufibous, gamesters, p°

cians, wits, splenetics, tedioljfififiiel 9?“

trovertists, ravishers, murdf _ ' ‘

virtuosos ; no leaders, or .

party and faction ;

by seducement or examp

axes !gib_bets, whipping.post‘)

no c eatmg shopkeepers or '. ..

pride, vanity, or a '‘1
lies, drunkards,5tr0lling wh rd,

no ranting, lewd, expen '

Did, proud pedants ; no im_ ' ‘

bearmg, quarrelsome,

the merit of vicesrog? nobility thrown

11".'0.. itfon account of their virtues; n0

7 ‘  , lers, judges, or dancing,ma‘tflfi

e favour of being admitted t0s9

‘1/lmlmms, who came to visit 0i

my master; where his honour

an .'

cl: ts$ig';§red(inc to wait il1; tl

. err iscourse ot

liu company would often descend to as
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g1od<l\{estions, and receive my answers. I

“:1 a so sometimes the honour of attend.

neg my master m his visits to others. I

bowr presumed to speak, except in answer

aq1iest1on; and then I did it with in

1rlardh r<?gret, because it was a loss of so

w\1¢_ time for improvmg m self; but I

ashmfinitely delighted with t e station of

s:;] umble auditor m such conversations,

W ere nothing passed but what was useful,

expressed m the fewest and most signifi

<tignt words : where, as I have already said,

the greatest decency was observed, without

e least degree of ceremony; where no

person spoke _without being pleased him

selffla11d pleasing his companions; where

there was_ no mterruption, tediousness,

heat, or difference of sentiments. They

have a notion, that when people are met

together, a short silence does much im

pro'e conversation: this I found to be

true; for during those little intermissions

of talk, new ideas would arise in their

1uinds, which very much enlivened the

discourse. Their subjects are. generally on

friendship and benevolence, on order and

economy ; sometimes upon the visible ope

rations of nature, or ancient traditions;

upon the bounds and limits of virtue; upon

the unerring rules of reason, or upon some

determinations to be taken at the next

great assembly: and often upon the va

rious excellences of poetry. I may add,

without vanity, that my presence often

gave them sufiicient matter for discourse,

because it afibrded my master an occasion

t

'
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and my country, upon w

pleased to descant, '
advantageous to humankind: an _ ‘

reason I shall not repeat w hei’ sa15.'

only l may be allowed to observe, that ms

honour, to m great admiration, appeared

to understan the nature of Yahoo? mi1d!

better than myself. He went through al1

our vices and follies, and discovered _ma1iyi

" ed t0 him9 by

which I had never mention
hat qualities a Ya(w0 of

only supposing wwith a small pr0p_0ftlf)nand

their country,' ht be capable of eXertihg ,_ _

bab1hty)reason, migconcluded, with too much pro

1 how vile as well as miserable such a crea

ture must be. that all the little know

ledge I have of any value, was acquired by

the lectures I received from my master,

and from hearing the discourses

and his friends; to which I should be

prouder to listen, than todictatetothe grea

est and wisest assembly in Europe.
mired the strength, comeliness, and spted

of the inhabitants; and such a c0n8f91|B

tion of virtues, in such amiable persous,

produced in me the highest veneration

At first,_indeed, I did not feel that natural

awe, which the Yahoos and all other snl

1'iials bear toward them; but it grew uP01i

u.ie by degrees, much sooner an I ima

g1gdi and was mingled with a

descei1izi llr-'=1_titude,_ that they would 0011
my specigzdwtinguish me from the rest of
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_When I thought of my family, my

friends, my countrymen, or the human

race in general, I considered them, as they

really were, Yahoos in shape and disposi

tion perhaps a little more c'ivili1ed, and

qualified with the gift or speech; but

making no other use of reason, than to

nnprove and multiply those vices, whereof

their brethren in this country had onl the

share that nature allotted them. V{’hen

l hep ened to behold the reflection of my

own fgrm in a lake or fountain, I turned

away my face in horror and detestation of

myself; and could better endure the sight

of a common Yahoo, than of my own per

son. By conversing with the Houylmhmns,

and looking upon them with delight I fell

to imitate their gait and gesture, w ich is

now grown into a habit; and my friends

often tell me, in a blunt way, 1 that I trot

like a horse ;’ which, however, I take for

a great compliment: neither shall I dis

own, that in speaking I am apt to fall in")

the voice and manners of the H0:1!/11ii11iii1i8,

and hear myself ridiculed on that account,

without the least mortification. _

In the midst of all this happiness, and

when I looked upon myself to be fully set

tled for life, my master sent for_me one

mornin a little earllier thatn his u3ia:

hour. observed by is_coun enance ia

he was in some perplexity, and at a loss

how to begin what he had to speak. _Atter

a 5“oi§ ‘51iuco’ i‘.{’i1i’<‘.§‘w’.?§t hfi1i,;‘sug‘.Ji1i§’,§

know ow wou a
to say: that in the ll/alas; general assernblyi
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when the affair of the Ya]to08 was entered

upon, the representatives had taken offence

at his keeping a Yahoo (meaning mat

in his family, more like a Houy/1nlmm than

a brute animal; that he was known fr .

quently to converse with me,

receive some advantage or pl

company; that such a prac _
agreeable to reason or nature, or a thing

ever heard of before among them ;_ the

assembly did therefore exhort him eitlwr

to employ me like the rest of my spews,

or command me to swim back to the place

that the first of these e1

easure in my

tice was not

whence I came:
'ents was utterly rejected by all il1_11

Houylmlmms who had ever seen me at llls

lleged, that
house or their own; for they 2i

because I had some rudiments of reason'

added to the natural gravity of t

mals, it was to be feared I might be able

to seduce them into the woody and m01_iu

tainous parts of the country, and bf1l1g

them in troops by night to d

H0u_—-//mlmms’ cattle, as being natural y 05

the ravenous kind, and averse from _

My master added, 1that he was. _sily‘

pressed by the Houg/Im/mms of the neigh

bourhood, to have the assembly’s exhorta

tron executed, which he could not put 05

_mi1ch _longer. He doubted it would be

1mpossible for me to swim to another coun

:r,Y; and therefore wished I would con

Irlge some sort of vehicle, resembling those

me id described to him, that might carry

hawgéhthe am; 1n which work l should

e a.1islstance ofms own servants, as

'

1

e

as if he could l
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well as those of his neighbours.’ I.Ie con

cluded, 1that for his own part, he could

have been content to keep me in his ser

vice as long as I lived ; because he found I

had cured myself of some bad habits and

dispositions, by endeavouring as far as my

mferior nature was capable, to imitate the

Houylmlmms. ’

I should here observe to the reader, that

8 decree of the general assembly in this

country, is expressed by the word Imhloayn,

which signifies an exhortation, as near as

I can render it: for they have no concep

tion how a rational creature can be com

pelled, but only advised, or exhorted; _be

cause no person can disobey reason, with

out giving up his claim to be a rational

creature. _

I was struck with the utmost grief and

despair at my master's discourse _; and be

ing unable to support the agomes_ I was

under, I fell into a swoon at his1feet.

When I came to myself, he told me that

he concluded I had been dead:’ for these

People are subject to no such imbe_cil ties of

nature. I answered in a faint voice, that

death would have been too great a happi

ness: that although I could not blame the

assembly’s exhortation, or the urgency of

his friends; yet, in my weak and corrupt

judgment, I thought it might consist with

reason to have been less rigorous : that I

could not swim a league, ai1d Probabl_y the

nearest land to theirs might be distaiit

above a hundred: _that many mati-r1xa ts,

necessary for making a small vesse o
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carry me oft‘, were wholly wanting in this

country; which, however, I would at

‘ atitude to his
tempt, m obedience and gr _

luded the thing to
honour, although I conc
be impossible, and therefore looked 0i'i_n1Y'

self as already devoted to destruction:

that the certain prospect of an unnatiir

death was the least of my evils; fill,

supposing l should escape with lifeb s0i_nE

strange adventure, how could I thin with

temper of passing my days among Yahouii

old corruptious, for

and relapsing into mywant of examples to lead and kee :1i9

within the paths of virtue; that l new

hat solid reasons all 1!"?
too well upon wdeterminations of the wise Houyhnlm‘is

were founded, not to be shaken by -'*r8u'

Yalma; and
ments of mine, a miserable
therefore, after presenting him with ml;

humble thanks for the oifer of his serviiiil,9

assistance in making a vessel, and desirirl

ii reasonable time for so difiicult a work,

told him I would endeavour to preserve a

wretched being; and if ever I returned I0

England, was not without hopes of beinll

useful to my own species by celebr‘tini

@‘he praises of the renown’ed H0i4;/knhnfl",

and prflgoiing their virtues '

of man ind.‘My master, in a few words made me s

very gracious repl - showed 'me the spate

0: two months to iiish rn boat .
deft3il the sorrel na miy fellow servant

£2: s&3: this distancge’ l iiiay presume

cause I léolt; follow my instruction;

my meter, that his help
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would be suflicient, and I knew he had a

tendernessfor me.’

In his company, my first business was to

g0 to that part of the coast where my re

bfilllous crew had ordered me to be set on

8 ore. I got _upon a height, and looking

on every side into the sea, fancied I saw a

small island toward the north east; I took

8!"? P1y pocket glass, and could then clearly

istmguish it above five leagues off, as

compiited; but it appeared to the sorrel

nag to be only a blue cloud : for as he had

n0 conception of any country beside his

0w_n, so he could not be as expert in distin

guishmg remote objects at sea, as we who

s0 much converse in that element.

_ After I had discovered this island, I con

_sidered_ no further; but resolved it should,

if possible, be the first place of my ban

ishment, leaving the consequence to for

une.

I returned home, and consulting with

the sorrel nag, we went into a copse at

some distance, where I with my knife, and

he with a sharp flint,‘ fastened very artifi

cially after their manner to a wooden han

dle, cut down several oak wattles, about

the thickness of a walkin .staff, and some

larger pieces. But I shal not trouble the

reader with a particular description of my

own mechanics; let it suffice to say, thatl

in six weeks’ time, with the help of the

sorrel nag, who performed the parts that

required most labour, I finished a sort of

Indian canoe, but much larger, covering it

with the skins of Yahoos, well stitched to
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use of the youngest I could go , _

being too tough and thick; and l likewis0

provided myself with four paddles. I laid

in a stock of boiled flesh, of rabbits and

fowls, and took with me two vessels, one

filled with milk and the other with ws

ter.I tried my canoe in a large pond, near

my master’s house, and then corrected "i

it what was amiss; stop ing all the chinks

with Yahoos’ tallow, till found it staunch,

and able to bear me and my freight; anq,

when it was as complete as I could possi

bly make it, I had it drawn on a carnage

hesea.side, that
very gently by Yahoos to t
the conduct of the sorrel nag and ano

servant.When all was ready, and the day came

for my‘departure,I took leave of my His5‘

ter and lady and the who
my eyes flowing with tears, and my hea"

quite sunk with grief. But his honour,

out of curiosity, and perhaps (if l my

speak it without vanity) partly on

ness, was determined to see _
9a‘n0e ; and got several of his ncighbo11r111fl

f“onds t0 accompany him. I was forced 10

323i9 al_)ove an hour for the tide, and then

in setwmg the wind very fortunately bear

togstgeward the island to which I intended

ofm r my co11‘‘se, I took asecond leave

urat; master: but as l was going to P'o‘

myseif to kiss his hoof, he did me
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tlhgnli1lri1nttiur to raise it gently to my mouth.

censurgd £9i0r?.nt_how much I have been

In D t 0!‘ mentionmg this last articu

prébable ractors are pleased to thin it im_

should 3, that so _ illustrious a person

distin t_ escend to give so great a _marl< 'f

Neitlc iolr: to a creature so inferior as I.

“av lltler ave I forgotten how apt some

v e ers are to boast of extraordmary fa

ours they have received. But, if these

censurers were better acquainted with the

noble and courteous disposition of the

Houylmlmms, they would soon change their

opmion. '

I Pai<imy respects to the rest of the

Houylmlmms in is hon0ur’s company _

then getting into my canoe, I pushed o

from shore.

'

CHAPTER XI.

The Auth0r’s dangerous voyage. He arrives

at New Holland, hoping to settle there. Is

ufounded 'with an arrow one of the _no

\

I BEGAN this desperate voyage on Febru

ary I5, l7l4.l5, at nine o’clock in the

mornmg. The wind was very favourable;

however, I made use_

paddles; but considering I should soon be

at first only of my ‘
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and that the wind might chop

setup my little sail;

help of the tide, I went

d a half an h0:ii3

My design was, f

some small island uninhabited,

e with the
cient by my labour to furnish m

hich I would have

necessaries of life, w
910ugh_t i» greater happiness, than to be

first minister in the politest court of Eli

1'0Pe; so horrible was the idea I conceived

of returning to live in the society, and

under the government of Yahoos. F in

I desired, l could at

such a solitude as
le?" enJ'_0y my own thoughts, and reflect

with delight on the virtues of those inimi

't"*bl".‘ Hwy/11%/mm-9, without an opportunity

of degenerating into the vices and corrup

tuZI'}g of my own species.
latede -i1eader may remember what I re

and éowfien my crew conspired agaiust me,

firmed Itil ned me to my cabm ; how I con

ing whatCiere several weeks without know

put ash CQWs' we took; and when I was

ore in the long.boat, how the sailors

told me with oath
= U, s whether true or false,

at they knew ubi in what part of the

lien beu70 Id ir we were. However, I did 1

lieve ns to be about l0 degress southwax,

of Q] Ce ape of Good Hope, or about ‘
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degrees southern latitude, as I gathered

from some general words I overheard

am01?g :ihesn,_ being I supposed to the south

east in their intended voyage to Madagas

car. And although this were little better

than conjecture, yet I resolved to steer my

course eastward, hopingto reach the south

west coast of New Holland, and perhaps

some such island as I desired lying west

\Ysr§1 of it. Thewind was full west, and by

s1x in the evening I computed I had gone

eastward at least eighteen leagues ; when I

sPled avery small island about half a league_

05', which I soon reached. It was nothing

but a rock, with one creek naturally arched

by the force of tempests. Here I put in my

canoe, and climbing a rt of the rock,

could plainly discover nd to the east, ex.

tending from south to north. I lay all

night in my canoe; and repeating my voy

age early in the morning, I arrived in

seven hours to the south.east point of New

Holland. This confirmed me in the opin

ion l have long entertained, that the maps

and charts place this country at least three

degrees more to the east than_ it really is;

which thought I communicated many

years ago to my worthy friend, Mr. Her

man M0ll, and gave him my reasons for

it, although he has rather chosen to follow

other authors. '

I saw no inhabitants in the place where

I landed, and being unarmed, I was afraid

of venturing far into the country. I found

some shellfish on the shore, and ate them

raw, not dating to kindle a fire, for fear of
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being discovered by th

tinued three days feeding

limpets, to save my own p
fortunately found abrook of_ ei10e"

ter, which gave me great relief.
On the fourth day, venturing out early a

little too far, I saw t thn'ty M‘

tives upon a height not above fi
yards from me. They were stark naked,

men, women, an ' s fife,“

I could discover by the smoke.
them spied me, and e notice to the

rest; five of them advanced toward i:ie,

leaving the women an ' on atthe fire,

l made what haste I could to the shore,

and, getting into my canoe, shofi o 1

the savages, observing me retre , 'au

after me: and before I could get far

enough into the sea, discharged =i _
which wounded me deeply on the iuside 05

my left knee: l shall carry the marlf to

my grave. I apprehended the arrow might

be poisoned, and paddling out
oftheir darts (being a calm day), I made s

shift to suck the wound, and dress it as

well as l could.I was at a loss what to do, for I durst n01

return to the same landing.place, but sto0d

to the north, and was forced to paddle; for

the wind, though very gentle, was agaiust

Fne' blowing n0rth.west. As I was l00k

1fig _ab0ut for a secure landing.place, I ss"

asail to the north.north.east which sP‘

Pearifig every minute more visible I wss

{'l1game doubt whether I should wait for

or not; but at last my detestation of
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the Yahoo race prevailed : and turning my

canoe, I. sailed and paddled towards the

south, and got into the same creek whence

I set out in the morning, choosing rather

to trust myself among these barbarians,

than live with European Yahoos. I drew

uP my canoe as close as I could to the

short_3, and hid myself behind a stone by

the httle brook, which, as I have already

said, was excellent water.

flhe ship came within half a league of

this creek, and sent her long boat with

_vessels to take in fresh water (forthe place,

it seems, was very well known) ; but I did

not observe it, till the boat was almost on

shore ; and it was too late to seek another

hiding.pIace. The seamen at their landing

observed my canoe, and rummaging it all

over, easily conjectured that the owner

could not be far ofli Four pf them, well

armed, searched every cranny and lurking.

hole, till at last they found me flat on my

face behind the stone. They gased awhile

in admiration at my strange uncouth dress : '

my coat made of skins, m _wooden.soled

shoes, and my furred stoc ngs ; whence,

however, they concluded, I was not a na

tive of the place, who all go naked. One

of the seamen, in Portuguese, bid me rise,

and asked who I was. l understood that

language very well, and getting upon my

feet, said, 1 I was a poor Yahoo banished

from the H0u_1//mknms, and desired they

would please to let me depart.’ They ad

mired to hear me answer them in their

own tongue, and saw by my complexion I

VoL. l1 N
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must be a European; but were at a loss

to know whatl meant by Yahoos and

Houg/knlmms ; and at the same time fell s

laughing at my strange tone in speakiu8'

which resembled the neighing of a horse

I trembled all the while betwixt fear and

hatred. I again desired leave to depafh

and was gently moving to my canoe: but

they laid hold of me, desiring to Mow,

1 what country I was of ? whence I came?’

with many other questious. I told them

1I was born in England, whence I 08n".‘

about five years ago, and then their coun

try and ours were at peace. I therefore

hoped they would not treat me as an ene

my, since; I meant them no harm; but

was a poor Yahoo seeking some desolate

place where to pass the remainder of b¢

unfortunate life. '

tVhen they began to talk, I thoughll

never heard or saw any thing more unna

tl-n_'al; for it appeared to me as moustrous

as rfa dog or a cow should speak in En8

land, or a Yahoo in Hou_:/hnlmmland. The

honest Portuguese were equally ama1ed si

my strange dress, and the odd manner of

d0uvo'in8 my words, which however the! ‘

understood ver well. The s ke to me
w1th great hum)anity, and s1¥id,p1othey wei1‘

i1l” the captain would carry me gfallli '0 .

isbon, whence I might return wmy own '1

ggul1gtry; that two of the seamen would go (

whct to the ship, inform the captain of

3 t"0.v had seen, and receive his 0¢ ,‘
d .
.8'1’ "i the mean time, unless I would)‘

8’l'e my solemn mtmm,wywould '

'
'

'
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secure me_by force.1_ I thought it best to

comply with their proposal. They were

very curious to know my story, but I gave

them very little satisfaction, and they all

co:_iJectured that my misfortunes had im

Pal_Ied my reason. In two hours the boat,

which went loaden with vessels of water,

returned, with the captain’s command to

fetch me on board. I fell on my knees to

preserve my liberty; but all was in vain;

and the men, having tied me with cords,

‘ heaved me into the boat, whence l was

taken into the ship, and thence into the

captain’s cabin.

His name was Pedro de Mendes; he

was a very courteous and generous person.

He entreated me to give some account of

myself, and desired to know what I would

eat or drink; said, 1 I should be used as

well as himself ;’ and spoke so many oblig

ing things, that I wondered to find such

civilities from a Yahoo. However, I re

mained silent and sullen; I was ready to

faint at the very smell of him and his men.

At last I desired something to eat out of

my own canoe; but he ordered me a

chicken, and some excellent wine, and

then directed that I should be put to bed

in avery clean cabin. I would not undress

myself, but lay on the bed.clothes, and in

half an hour stole out, when I thought

the crew was at dinner, and getting to the

side of the ship, was going to leap into the

sea, and swim for my life, rather than

continue among Yahoos. But one of the

seamen prevented Nmg, and having in
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ined to my

cabin.After dinner, Don Pedro came to (:lii0,

esand desired to know my reason for so

perate an attempt; assured me, ‘he onll

meant to do me all the '

able .’ and spoke so very movin

last I descended to treat him '
mal which had some little portion o rea

son. I gave him a very short relation of

my voyage; of the conspiracy a '

by my own men;

they set me on shore, and of my

residence there; all was if it were a dream or a vision ,. whert.8t

I took great offence; for I had quite for

got the faculty of lying, so peculiar to _Y1:

hoos, in all countries where they presi ei

and, consequently, the disposition of sus

pecting truth in others of their own sPe

cies. I asked him, 1whether it were the

custom in his country to say the thing

which was not ?’ I assured him, 1I ha

almost forgot what he meant by falsehood,

and if l had liveda thousand ye

Houylmlmmland, I should never have heard

a lie from the meanest servant; that I was

altogether indifI'erentwhetlier he believed

me or not; but, however, in return

favours, I would give so much allowance

to the corruption of his nature, as to a11

swer any objection he might please to

make, and then he might easily discover

thfiutruth.’
io captain, a wise man after many

endeavours to catch me tril;ping'11i some
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part of my story, at last began‘ to_have a

better opinion of my veracity. But he

added, 1 that since I professed so inviolable

an attachment to truth, I must give him

my word and honour to bear him company

in this voyage, without attempting any

thing against my life; or else he would

continue me a prisoner till we arrived at

Lisbon.’ I gave him the promise he

required ; but at the same time protested,

1that I would suffer the greatest hardships,

rather than return to live among Yahoos.’

Our voyage passed without any consider

able accident. In gratitude to the captain,

I sometimes sat with him at his earnest

request, and strove to conceal my anti

pathy against human kind, although it

often broke out; which he suffered to

pass without observation. But the great

est part of the day I confined myself to

m cabin, to avoid seeing any of the crew

T e captain had often entreated me to

strip myself of my savage dress, and offered

to lend me the best suit of clothes he had.

This I would not be prevailed on to accept,

abhorring to cover myself with any thin

that had been on the back of a Yahoo.

only desired he would lend me two clean

shirts, which, having been washed since

he wore them, I believed would not so

much defile me. These I changed every

second day, and washed them myself.

We arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5, l7l5. At

our landing, the captain forced me to co

ver myself with his cloak, to prevent the

rabble from crowdgg3 about me. I was
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conveyed to his own house; and atimy ‘

earnest request he led me up to the 111511
I conjured liim l0

draw numbers of people to _
probably put me in danger of be'i_n_g_l""

e‘:"::rt;i,.e‘:'o2;:2;,*ss:r‘°“'
of :lg:ll)8S“:l(I§)W'l:'1IT18(l6 ; ut I ld noi

suffer the tailor to take my measure; 119W

el;rer,fil)oi(i1 Pedro being alrlnosn am Wed

t ey tte me well enoug . e 0 ,
me with other necessaries, all new, Wlllfili

I ail:-led for twenty-four

th . '
W")I“1he gzfitaifitlliad no wife, nor above Wee

servants, none of which were sufief

attend at meals ; and his wholed
was so obligiiig, added to very humflll

understanding, that I really began

t h’ . - ' d‘I35 a§i§°i“‘L’2I?mr§tl°t%“?o%k*%ut of we
back window. By degrees I was broillm

into another room, whence I p89Ped_'“‘l°

the street, but drew my head back In 8

r‘ ht. I 1;’ ' uced 111°
ddg/n to ‘lhae vd?>%r.S tlmgiullied sergy W‘

gradually lessened, but my hatred ndc0l1

emp seemed to increase.
bold enough to walk the street in hit 00 '
$311)’, but kept my nose well stopped with

e or ' -
-13 ‘e':(:1I:;;:Il13€>snw1¥¢:ldilg?:gotg.hom I had

‘3we" "me account ofmy domestic afihifii

__---I

198



THE HOUYHNHNMS. 199

put it upon me, as a matter of honour and

conscience, 1 that I ought to return to my

native country, and live at home with my

wife and children.’ He told me, 1there

was an En lish ship in the port just ready
to sail, andghe would furnish me with all

things necessary.’ It would be tedious to

repeat his arguments, and my contradic

tions. He said, it was altogether impos

sible to find such a solitary island as I de

sired to live in; but I might command in

my own house, and pass my time in a man

ner as recluse as I pleased.’

I complied at last, finding I could not

do better. I left Lisbon the 24th day of

November, in an English merchantman,

but who was the master I never inquired.

Don Pedro accompanied me to the ship

and lent me twenty pounds. He took kin

leave of me, and embraced me at parting,

which I bore as well as I could. During

this last voyage I had no commerce with

the master or any of his men; but, pre

tending I was sick, kept close in my cabin.

(_)n the fifth of December, 1715, we cast

anchor in the Downs, about nine in the

morning, and at three in the afternoon I

got safe to my house at Redrifll _

My wife and family received me with

great surprise and joy, because they con

cluded me certainly dead; but I must

freely confess the sight of them filled me

only with hatred, disgust, and contempt;

an the more, by reflecting on the near al

liance I had to them. For although since

my unfortunate exile from the Houyimlmm

N 4
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_ country, I had compelled myself to tole

rate the si ht of Yahoos, and to con'erse

with Don edro de Mende1, yet my me

mory and imagination were perpetual1y

filled with the virtues and ideas of those

exalted Houylmhnms. ' And when I began

to consider that, by copulating with one

of the Yahoo species I had become a pa

rent of more, it struck me with the utmost

shame, confusion, and horror. _

As soon as I entered the house, my wife

took me in her arms, and kissed me; at

which, having not been used to the touch

of that odious animal for so many years, I

fell into a swoon for almost an hour. _ At

the time l am writing, it is five years s1r1Ce

my last return to England: during tlle

first year, I could not endure my wife 0'

children in my presence; the very smell of

them was intolerable; much less could I

surfer them to eat in the same room. T0

this hour they dare not presume to touch

my bread, or drink out of the same cup,

neither was I ever able to let one of them

take me by the hand. The first money I

laid out was to buy twoyoungstone.horses,

which I keep in a good stable; and next to

them, the grooni is my greatest favourite;

for I feel my spirits revived by the smell

he contracts in the stable. My horses un

derstand me tolerably well; I converse

ygth them at least four hours every day.

the?’ lag strangers to bridle hor saddle

. _ 1n great amit wit me, an
fnendshiP t0 each other. 'y
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CHAPTER XII.

The Author’s veracity. His design in pub

lishing this work. His censure of those

travellers who swerve from the truth

The Author clears himsetffrom any sinis

ter ends in writing. An objection an

swered. The method ofplanting colonies.

His native country commended. The

right of the crown to those countries

described by the Author, is justified. The

difl11‘culty of conquering them. The Author

takes his last leave of the reader; proposes

his manner of livingfor the future ; gives

‘ good advice, and concludes.

THUS, gentle reader, I have given thee a

faithful history of my travels for sixteen

years and above seven months : wherein I

have not been so studious of ornament as

of truth. I could, perhaps, like others,

iialvle ast<l)n'1shl<;:‘dttl£ee with slt1rangs ln'1}l)r?é

a etaes- u ra 1€l'cOS8 orea

plain matter of fact, in the simplest man

ner and style; because my principal de

sign was to inform, and not to amuse thee.

It is easy for us who travel into _remote

countries, which are seldom visited by

Englishmen or other Europeans, to form

descriptions of wonderful animals both at

sea and land. Whereas a travellcr’s chief

aim should be to make men wiser and bet.

ter, and to imgrove their 1<1£iindtsi bty ttll11gybggs

as well as goo examp e, W a -

liver concerning foreign places.



~-—-1

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS.

I could heartily wish a law was enacted,

that every traveller, before he were per

hould be
mitted to publish his voyages, s _

obliged to make oath before the Lord Hlgh

Chancellor, that all he intended to PHI";

e best of his know

was absolutely true to th
1 would no longer

ledge; for then the wor d _
' ' ially is, while some

perused several books of travels _

delight in my younger days: but having

since gone over most parts 0
y fabulous

and been able to contradict man_

accounts from my own observation, _it

given me a great disgust a
of reading, and some indignation to see the

credulity of mankind so impudently abus

ed. Therefore, since my acq 11
were pleased to think my poor endeavours

might not be unacceptable to my country»

I imposed on myself as a maxim never i0

be swerved from, that I would strictly ad

here to truth; neither indeed can I be ev_€\‘

Under the least temptation to vary from If,

while I retain in my mind the lectur

example of my noble master and

Illustrious Holly/in/znms of whom

lfmg the honour to be an humble

 

—I_l_Vec si miserum Fortuna Simmcm _

"1-1'11, vammi etiam, memiacemque rm

Pmbafinget.

I know very well, how little reputation

202
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is to be got by writings, which re uire nei

ther gemus nor learning, nor in eed any

other talent, except a good memory, or an

exact journal. I know likewise, that

writers of travels, like dictionary.makers

are sunk mto oblivion by the weight and

bulk of_those who come last, and therefore

he uppermost. And it is highiy probable,

that such travellers, who shall hereafter

visit_the countries described in this work

of mine, may, by detecting my errors (if

there be any), and adding many new dis

coveries of their own, justle me out of

vogue, and stand in my place, making the

world forget that ever I was an author.

This indeed would be too great a mortifica

tion, if I wrote for fame: but as my sole

intention was the public good, I cannot be

altogether disappointed. For who can

read of the virtues I have mentioned in

the glorious Houylmhmns, without being

ashamed of his own vices, when he con

siders himself as the reasonin , governing

animal of his country? I s all say no

thing of those remote nations where Ya

hoos preside; among which the least cor

rupted are the Brobdingnagians ; . whose

wise maxims in morality and government

it would be our happiness to observe. But

I forbear dcscantmg further, and rather

leave the judicious reader to his own re

marks and ap lication.

I am not a ittle pleased, that this work

of mine can possibly meet with no censu

rers: for what objections can l36 ms<_l0

against a writer, who relates only plain



204i GULLIVER’S TRAVELS.

ned in such distant coun

have not the least inte

er to trade or nego

facts, that happe

tries, where we

rest, with respect eith

tiations? I have carefully avoided every

fault, with which common writers of tra~

vels are often too justly charged. Besi(:)esi

uI meddle not the least with any party, _

write without passion, prejudice, or ill.will

against any man, or number of men, ‘what

soever. I write for the noblest end, to inform

and instruct mankind; over whom I may,

without breach of modesty, pretend to

some superiority, from the advantages l

received by conversing so Ion amon

the most accomplished Houylm nms._

write without any view to profit or praise.

to pass that may
I never suffer a word
look like reflection, or possibly give the

least offence, even to those who are most

ready to take it. So that I hope I may

with justice pronounce myself an autlzgr

eperfectly blameless; against whom

tribes of Answerers, Considerers, Obser

vers, Reflectors, Detectors, Remarkers,

will never be able to find matter for ex

ercising their talents.
I confess, it was whispered to me, 1that

l was bound.in duty, as a subject of Eng

land, to have given in a memorial to a se

gretary of state at my first coming over;

aecause: whatever lands are discovered by

dofigglefi, belong to the crown.’ But

mes I, whether our conquests, in thecoun

of Fergieat of} would be as easy as those

Al1ie;.icamand0 Cortes over the naked

as. The Lzlliputians, l think, are
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hardly worth the charge of a fleet and

army to reduce them; and I question

whether it might be prudent or safe to at

tempt the Brobdingnagians; or whether an

English army would be much at their ease,

with the Flying Island over their heads.

The Houylmlmms indeed appear not to be

so well prepared for war, a science to which

they are perfect strangers, and especially

against missive weapons. However, sup

posing myself to be a minister of state, I

could never give my advice for invading

them. Their prudence, unanimity, unac

<%1a_'lnted1'iess with fear, and their love of

t eir country, would amply supply all de

fects in the military art. Imagine twenty

thousand of them breaking into the midst

of an European army, confounding the

ranks, overturning the carriages, battering

the warriors’ faces into mummy by terrible

yerks from their hinder hoofs; for they

would well deserve the character given to

;Angustus, Recalcitrat undique tut'us. But,

instead of proposals for conquering that

magnanimous nation, I rather wish they

were in a capacity, or disposition, to send

a sufiicient number of their inhabitants

for civilising Europe, by teaching us the

first principles of honour, justice, truth,

temperance, public spirit, fortitude, chas-‘

tity, friendship, benevolence, and fidelity.

The names of all which virtues are still re

tained among us in most languages, and

are to be met with in modern, as well as

ancient authors; which I am able to as

sert from my own small readmg.
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But I had another reason, which made

me less forward to enlarge his majest '8

dominions by my discoveries. To say _ 8

truth, I had conceived a few scruples witl}

' orelation to the distributive justice

‘one. Forinstance,

on shore to rob and plun
harmless.people, are entertained wit kind

ness ; they give the country a n _'
they take formal possession of it for their

king; they set up a rotten plank, or a

stone, for a memorial ; they murder two or

three do1en of the natives, bring away s

couple more, by force, for a sample‘ re

turn home, and get their pardon. here

commences a new dominion acquired with

a title by divine right. Ships‘srE sE"t

with the first opportunity; the natives

driven out or destroyed; their rin0es

tortured to discover their gold; a Eree li

cense given to all acts of inhumanity and

' blood of
lust, the_earth reeking with the
its.inhabitants : and this execrable crew of

b.utoh_e1'9, employed in so pious an expedi

tion, i? amodern colony, sent to convert

find civilise an idolatrous and barbarous

people! _But ""s d<?sci'iption I confess, does by

who
no means affect the liritish nation,

:'aae¥rb;_ag example to the whole world for

cdome: <t)l1iI1,_ care, and_justice in planting

Edi.anceinente1f liberal endowments for_ the

of religion and learl'ilrigi
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their choice of devout and able pastors to

propagate Christianity; their caution in

stocking their provinces with people of so.

her lives and conversations from this the

mother kingdom; their strict regard to the

distribution of justice, in supplying the

civil administration through all their colo

mes with ofiicers of the greatest abilities,

utter strangers to corruption; and, to

crown all, by sending the most vigilant and

virtuous governors, who have no other

views than the, happiness of the people

over whom they preside, and the honour

of the king their master.

But as those countries, which I have

described, do not appear to have any de

sire of being conquered and enslaved,

murdered or driven out, by colonies; nor

abound either in gold, silver, sugar or to

bacco; I did humbly conceive, they were

by no means proper objects of our seal, our

valour, or our interest. However, if those

whom it more concerns, think fit to be of

another opinion, I am ready to depose,

when I shall be lawfully called, that no

European did ever visit those countries

before me. I mean, if the inhabitants

ought to be believed, unless a dispute may

arise concerning the two Yahoos, said to

have been seen many years ago upon a

mountain in Houylmlmmland.

But, as to the formality of taking pos.

session in my sovereign’s name, it never

came once into my thoughts; and if it

had, yet, as my affairs then stood, I should

perhaps, in point of prudence and self.pre
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put it off to a better oppor

answered the only objection

that can ever be raised against me as s

traveller, I here take a final leave ot_all

my courteous readers, and return to enioy

' ‘n my little garden at

llent lessous of

H0"!!

servation, have

tunity.

Ha'ing thus

lmlmms; to instruct th

own family, as far as I

docible animals ; to behold my fi

in a glass, and thus, if possible,
myself by time to tolerate the sight of a

human creature; to lament the brutality

in my own country, but

us with respect' fo'

the sake of my noble master, his family,

his friends, and the whole H0:43//1i:71iii71

race, whom these of ours have the honour

to resemble in all their lineaments, how

ever their intellectuals came to degenerate.

I_ began last week to permit

to sit at dinner with me, at the 1‘

end of a long table; and to answer (but

with the utmost brevity) the few questious

I asked her. Yet, the smell of a Yahoo

ec'mnningvei'y offensive, I always keel’

my nosewell stopped with rue, lavender'

0r tobacco leaves. And, although it he

Eard for a man late in life to removfl old

inalllts, I am not altogether out of h0pes,

in fgme 15hne, to surfer a neighbour Yahoo

I am? compauy, without the ap rehensious

M yet under of his teeth or is c1aws.

y reconcilement to the Yahoo kind in



THE HOUYHNHNMS. 209

general might not be so diflicult, if they

would be content with those vices and fol

lies only, which nature has entitled them

to. I am not in the least provoked at the

sight of a lawyer, a pickpocket, a colonel,

a fool, a lord, a amester, a politician, a

whoremonger, a p ysician, an evidence, a

suborner, an attorney, a traitor, or the

like; this is all according to the due course

of things: but when I behold a lump of

deformity and diseases, both in body and

mind, smitten with pride, it immediately

breaks all the measures of my patience;

neither shall I be ever able to comprehend

how such an animal, and such avice, could

tally together. The wise and virtuous

Houyhnimms, who abound in all excellen

ces that can adorn a rational creature,

have no name for this vice in their lan

guage; which has no terms to express any

thing that is evil, except those whereby

they describe the detestable qualities of

their Yahoos ; among which they were not

able to distinguish this of pride, for want

of thoroughiy understanding human na

ture, as it shows itself in other countries

where that animal presides. But I, who

had more experience, could plainly observe

zome rudiments of it among the wild Ya

00s.

But the Houylmlmms, who live under

the government of reason, are no more

proud of the good qualities they possess,

than I should be for not wantmg a leg or

an arm; which no man in his wits would

boast of, although he must be miserable

VoL. II. 0

'



2l0

GULLIVEIPS TRAVELS1

without them. I dwell the longer upon

m the desire I have tnmflkt

this subject frothe society of an English Yulwn by s:17

le; and therefiitr: l

rsmeans not insupportabhere ant-real those, who have any tinc

d 'ice, that they will not pre

of this ahsur
sume to come in my sight.

Q

3‘

THE END.
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